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CLAUDE Puel has told his play¬ 
ers to embrace the challenge 
of what should be a memorable 
but hectic season at St Mary’s. 

The new boss is just a week away 
from his first Premier League game in 
charge of the club. 

He will also oversee matches in two 


domestic cup competitions as well as 
the Europa League, with Saints straight 
through to the group stages. 

It looks like a tough schedule, but Puel 
said: “It is a little different from last 
year. For the next month we must play 
every three days. It’s very hard. Very 
difficult, first time this squad, young 
players, find this opportunity. It is a 


good challenge for them and us. 

“These games and possibilities to play 
a European game just after a Premier 
League game is difficult to be consist¬ 
ent and to keep the energy, to keep good 
results also. It’s important to have more 
the control of the game, it is important 
to keep energy every three days.” 

• See Pages 2/3. 
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Last chance 
for Saints 

SAINTS have one last chance to get 
things right ahead of the new Premier 
League season when they take on 
Athletic Bilbao at St Mary’s on Sunday. 

For Claude Puel it marks the final 
opportunity to get the players playing 
his new formation in the style he wants. 

It is also an important game from a 
fitness point of view with three of the 
first choice defence - Jose Fonte, 

Cedric Soares and Ryan Bertrand - yet 
to figure in pre-season. 

Puel has discarded the 4-2-3-1 
formation which has been favoured over 
the past three seasons, in favour of a flat 
back four, a diamond midfield and two 
strikers. 

It means there is great pressure on the 
full backs in the wide areas, but gives 
Saints strength up top as they look to 
cover for the goals lost by the sales of 
Graziano Pelle and Sadio Mane. 

Nathan Redmond looks all but certain 
to be one of the strikers that starts 
against Watford, with Puel having 
decided against using him in the wide 
role he is known for in favour of playing 
him through the middle. 

He is very much encouraging Redmond 
to play a Thierry Henry type role, drifting 
wide to collect the ball before running 
forward and cutting inside to shoot. 

Saints had a four match winning streak 
at the start of pre-season before being 
held to a 1-1 draw by Espanyol at St 
Mary’s. 

Puel also has big decisions to make in 
terms of his first choice midfield. 

While Oriol Romeu looks a shoe-in for 



Jose Fonte. 


the holding midfield role, and Dusan 
Tadic seems likely to grab the number 
ten spot, one of Jordy Clasie, James 
Ward-Prowse and Steven Davis look set 
to miss out. 

On top of all this are the problems with 
getting Fonte, Cedric and Bertrand ready 
to face Watford. 

Fonte and Cedric were given extended 
summer breaks to allow them to have a 
holiday after a long season was followed 
by their Euro 2016 winning exploits with 
Portugal. 

It means they have not played since 
the final in Paris on July 10. 

They only had to report back to 
training on Tuesday, and are being 
eased back into things as the rest of the 
squad were after their summer breaks. 

Saints have taken a cautious approach 
with the other members of their squad 
upon their return to Staplewood, 
ensuring everybody had more than a full 
week of training under their belt before 
being asked to step up to friendly action. 

Even then they were eased in by 
playing 45 minutes a couple of times 
before getting an extended run to ready 
them for Watford. 

Bertrand’s absence has been put down 
to a minor injury problem. 

The left back’s readiness is of even 
greater concern given that he only 
played one game in Euro 2016, and that 
was back on June 20. 


New Saints boss set for fresh challenge 

Puelprepared for 
a culture shock 



CLAUDE Puel has a very long track 
record of success in France, but in¬ 
sists he is fully prepared for a very 
different type of game in England. 

The Frenchman has just one week left with 
his new Saints squad before leading them 
into the first game of the Premier League 
season, which will also be his debut in the 
competition, writes ADAM LEITCH. 

The 54-year-old, a one club man as a player 
at Monaco, has also managed at the principal¬ 
ity as well as with Lille, Lyon and Nice. 

He has a proven track record of success as a 
manager, including a Ligue 1 title, and expe¬ 
rience of the Champions League. 

However, he is well aware that the Premier 
League is going to be a completely different 
beast. 

“I think when I watch a game of the Pre¬ 
mier League, the rate of the game is very im¬ 
portant,” he reflected. 

“It’s important to have good physic, to re¬ 
peat the runs and in every team now we can 
find very good players. The difference is that 
every player can make the difference. 

“You can build a good collective, strong 
with a good defence but with the qualities 
of every player in the championship it’s dif¬ 
ficult to keep that good defence because many 
strikers can make the difference. 

“This is very interesting and to have the 
possibilities to fight with these players.” 

Puel played under Arsene Wenger for seven 
years at Monaco, and has remained friends 
with his countryman during his years at Ar¬ 
senal. 

He did seek some advice before officially 
taking over at Saints, and is hoping it proves 
worthwhile. 

“Just before, but when we can see together 
it is a possibility to share different things,” 
said Puel. “For example, we had meetings in 
UEFA to speak with other trainers between 
Champions League which is very interesting 
to speak with all these great trainers. 

“It’s important to have a good discussion 
with these trainers with very good experi¬ 
ence. 

“I spoke with Arsene Wenger perhaps two 
weeks or three weeks before to sign at South¬ 
ampton. 


Claude Puel, left, with his assistant Eric Black. 

“He said to me the Premier League is fantas¬ 
tic, it is the best championship in the world, 
and it would be an opportunity for me and a 
good challenge to come here.” 

It is now all about final preparations for 
Puel as Saints take on Athletic Bilbao in their 
final friendly before the big kick-off against 
Watford next weekend. 

Puel has had the chance to assess his squad 
and is happy with what he has found. 

“I am lucky, I have good players, with good 
technique, very good spirit,” he said. 


“The players are generous, conscientious, 
they listen. They like to progress, to improve. 

“It’s important to give them possibility to 
do counter-attack but also set attack, to have 
control of the game, to keep good energy 

“For me the other team must run. It’s im¬ 
portant also to keep the ball, also give pleas¬ 
ure for the fans. 

“I think that players listen. It’s not always 
perfect of course but they try every time and 
we can see progress. 

“It’s important to defend together, attack to- 



Cuco Martina in action for Saints against Espanyol in midweek. 


Maya Yoshida in action during the friendly with Espanyol. 
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‘Wessex title 
race will be 
wide open’ 


gether and give players many solu¬ 
tions, many details to make a good 
collective.” 

Some have labelled Puel’s ap¬ 
pointment at Saints as something 
of a risky move following on from 


an established name like Ronald 
Koeman, and given the hugely ex¬ 
perienced Manuel Pellegrini was 
willing to take over. 

However, Puel doesn’t see it as a 
huge punt for either the club or for 


him. 

“No, for me it is not a problem,” 
he insisted. “Just at the beginning 
perhaps to learn to speak good Eng¬ 
lish. 

“I’m 54, it was important now to 


see other things, other champion¬ 
ships, it is a challenge. 

“I know of course the champion¬ 
ship in France. It is important to 
know the Premier League. Not for 
me a problem. I am used to work 


SHOLING manager Dave Diaper 
believes the Sydenhams Wessex 
Premier title race will be wide 
open this year. 

Diaper, pictured, whose side won 
their opening game 1-0 at Andover 
on Tuesday, believes at least eight 
teams will be competing for the 
title. 

The Boatmen, runners-up last 
season, will not have Salisbury to 
contend with following the 2015/16 
champions’ promotion. 

But Diaper insists there is not 
shortage of other title rivals. 

He said: “AFC Portchester, 
Horndean, Moneyfields, Bemerton 
and Blackfield will be up there 
again. 

“And [promoted Wessex One 
champions] Portland will also be a 
threat. It’s a 
strong league 
again this 
year.” 

Last night’s 
FA Cup extra 
preliminary 
qualifying 
round tie 
against 
Poppies is 
the first of 
four games 
that Diaper is 
missing due 
to holiday. 

He is also away for Tuesday’s 
home game against Cowes and 
tripts to Fawley and Moneyfields 
(August 12 and 16). 

Left-back Marc Diaper will 
take charge in his dad’s absence 
alongside Stuart Hussey after 
returning to the club from 
AFC Totton to be part of the 
management team at the Silverlake 
Arena. 

Teenage midfielder Jake Hoole, 
the goalscorer at Andover, will 
miss the next four weeks while 
holidaying in America. 

Sholing were without injured trio 
Dan Miller, Jamie Bulpitt and Zach 
Glasspool at Andover but there is 
encouraging news about the latter, 
who suffered a back injury in pre¬ 
season. 

Diaper added: “Zach has booked 
himself into a clinic where he will 
be given an injection, hopefully to 
cure the problem.” 




Claude Puel, below, with one of his Saints signings, midfielder 
Pierre Hjojberg. 


Claude Puel shouts 
during Saints’ 
friendly win in 
Groningen last 
weekend. 



H.R.H. Prince Charles’ 
Highgrove Gardens 

Visit the famous Royal private gardens 
Day trip from £69.00,31 Aug & 26 Sept 2016 

Visit HRH The Prince of Wales’ cherished gardens on a 
two-hour guided walking tour at his country estate in 
Gloucestershire, where since 1980 His Royal Highness has 
transformed the formerly bleak landscape surrounding the 
house into one of the most creatively inspired layouts in 
Britain today. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Entrance to Highgrove Gardens 

• A two-hour walking tour with one of HRH the Prince of 
Wales’ expert garden guides 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer 


M Newmarket 


Holidays 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl9848 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Adam Rant 



weeWsbig talking 



CLAUDE Puel is surely not 
alone in feeling like he is bat¬ 
tling time ahead of the new 
Premier League season. 

It seems remarkable that we are 
now only a week away from the start 
of the new top flight campaign, with 
Saints hosting Watford on the first 
day 

For any new manager how you 
start is absolutely vital. 

What is clear with Saints’ fixtures 
is that Puel cannot afford an indif¬ 
ferent start at St Mary’s. 

With some very hard away games 
in the offing early on, but some win- 
nable looking matches at home, he 
needs to hit the ground running. 

If he does then it’s all sweetness 
and roses because nothing is more 
likely to endear you to the hearts of 
your new supporters than winning 
in front of their very eyes. 

If it goes the other way then you 
are straightaway facing an uphill 
battle to win everybody over. 

That intensity is only magnified 
when you have taken over from a 
very successful manager who, in 
his opinion, had the club finishing 
higher than their natural level. 

The expectations at St Mary’s for 
this season are not just high, they 
are rampant. 

It all adds up to thinking that Puel 
faces a tough task. 

Even what many neutrals might 
see as a decent season for Saints 
could feel a disappointment com¬ 
pared to recent years. 

If there is one thing above all else 
Puel would want it is time to work 
with his new squad. 

However, with the final friendly 
this weekend and Jose Fonte, Cedric 
Soares and Ryan Bertrand still yet 
to play a minute in pre-season, it 
could scarcely be tougher for him. 

Add to that something of his own 
making, a decision to change forma¬ 
tion away from the tried and trusted 
formula of recent seasons, and it all 
adds up to a bit of a rush. 

However, Puel can take comfort 
in not being the only manager to be 
suffering in this way 

The football calendar is fairly ri¬ 
diculous these days. 

The money available from TV and 
the constant demand seems to mean 
the season feels as if it just rolls on 
and on. 

It seems mad to think that Fonte 
and Cedric have only had a four- 


Claude Puel watches on from the technical area at St Mary’s 


week holiday the entire year, and yet 
here we are a week before the start 
of the season thinking they might 
not be ready to face Watford because 
they haven’t had a pre-season. 

The football calendar plays havoc 


with a number of clubs, and Saints 
are just getting used to this position 
of having so many international 
stars in their ranks. 

The club has been accused so 
many times of being the victims of 


their own success over recent years, 
and here is another example. 

For Puel this is a dream job, but 
it is also a very tough one when he 
knows he really needs to make a 
fast start. 


Puel needs to hit 
ground running 


New Saints boss 
will want to win 
over fans early 


Rules are 
the rules 

THERE are few more 
frustrating moments in day- 
to-day life than feeling you 
have been treated unfairly. 

Most people have been 
there at some stage or 
another, seeing what they 
believe to be a similar 
situation handled in a 
completely different manner 
to the way in which they have 
been dealt with. 

So in sport, and particularly 
the fight against doping, it is 
as true as anywhere. 

Lance Armstrong getting a 
lifetime ban when others on 
his team committed the same 
doping offences but were 
back racing in what felt like 
the blink of an eye is one 
example. The justification 
appeared nothing to do with 
the rules, and more along the 
lines of ‘he’s a bit of a rotter.’ 

The Lizzie Armitstead case 
this week has thrown up 
some interesting arguments. 

After missing three tests 
she was suspended, as are 
the rules. 

She managed to appeal 
against the first of three 
missed tests and is free to 
compete in the Olympics. 

Though she says she 
funded her own appeal, the 
fact that British Cycling also 
got involved legally on their 
side because she is a medal 
contender sits very 
uncomfortably indeed. 

That Armitstead wasn’t 
more cautious after two 
missed tests is damning on 
her professionalism. 

That she didn’t appeal the 
first missed test until she had 
missed three and received 
news of her ban is also 
curious. 

Cards on the table, 
Armitstead does not seem at 
all like she would have been a 
drugs cheat, but still the rules 
are the rules. 

If she were Russian it would 
be hard to see any leeway or 
sympathy being given. 

That she has been seen to 
have got away with it is not 
good for sport, regardless of 
fairness. 



Lizzie Armitstead 
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ES 2016/17 



August 

Sat 13 Watford 
Fri 19 Man Utd 
Sat 27 Sunderland 


(a) 


8 9 10 11 


12 13 14 


September 
Sat 10 Arsenal 
Sun 18 Swansea 
Sun 25 West Ham 

October 
Sat 1 Leicester 
Sat 15 Burnley 
Sat 22 Man City 
Sat 29 Chelsea 

November 
Sat 5 Hull 
Sat 19 Liverpool 
Sat 26 Everton 

December 
Sat 3 Crystal Palace 
Sun 11 Middlesbrough 
Wed 14 Stoke 
Sat 17 Bournemouth 
Mon 26 Tottenham 
Sat 31 West Brom 

January 
Mon 2 Everton 
Sat 14 Burnley 
Sat 21 Leicester 
Tues 31 Swansea 

February 
Sat 4 West Ham 
Sat 11 Sunderland 
Sat 25 Arsenal 

March 

Sat 4 Watford 
Sat 11 Man Utd 
Sat 18 Tottenham 

April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth 
Wed 5 Crystal Palace 
Sat 8 West Brom 
Sat 15 Man City 
Sat 22 Chelsea 
Sat 29 Hull 

May 

Sat 6 Liverpool 
Sat 13 Middlesbrough 
Sun 21 Stoke 


(a) 

(h) 

(a) 


(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 


(a) 


(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(a) 

(h) 

(h) 


(a) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 


(h) 

(a) 

(h) 


(a) 

(h) 

(a) 


(h) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 


(a) 

(a) 

(h) 



CHERRIES FIXTURES 2016/17 


AUGUST 


19 Stoke City 

(A) 

11 Manchester City 

(H) 



26 Arsenal 

(A) 

25 West Bromwich 

(A) 

13 Man United 

(H) 





20 West Ham United 

(A) 

DECEMBER 


MARCH 


27 Crystal Palace 

(A) 

3 Liverpool 

(H) 

4 Manchester United 

(A) 

SEPTEMBER 


10 Burnley 

(A) 

11 West Ham United 

(H) 



13 Leicester City 

(H) 

18 Swansea City 

(H) 

10 West Bromwich 

(H) 

17 Southampton 

(H) 



17 Manchester City 

(A) 

26 Chelsea 

(A) 

APRIL 


24 Everton 

(H) 

31 Swansea City 

(A) 

1 Southampton 

(A) 

OCTOBER 


JANUARY 


5 Liverpool 

(A) 





8 Chelsea 

(H) 

1 Watford 

(A) 

2 Arsenal 

(H) 

15 Tottenham 

(A) 

15 Hull City 

(H) 

14 Hull City 

(A) 

22 Middlesbrough 

(H) 

22 Tottenham 

(H) 

21 Watford 

(H) 

29 Sunderland 

(A) 

29 Middlesbrough 

(A) 

31 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

MAY 


NOVEMBER 


FEBRUARY 


6 Stoke City 

(H) 





13 Burnley 

(H) 

5 Sunderland 

(H) 

4 Everton 

(A) 

21 Leicester City 

(A) 


PORTSMOUTH FIXTURES 2016/17 






11 Accrington Stanley 

(H) 

6 Carlisle 

(H) 

12 Mansfield 

(H) 

14 Blackpool 

(H) 

9 Coventry (League Cup) 

(A) 

19 Cheltenham 

(A) 

18 Barnet 

(A) 

13 Crewe 

(A) 

22 Luton 

(A) 

25 Carlisle 

(A) 

16 Morecambe 

(A) 

26 Stevenage 

(A) 

28 Morecambe 

(H) 

20 Colchester 

(H) 





27 Exeter 

(A) 

DECEMBER 


MARCH 






4 Crewe 

(H) 

SEPTEMBER 


10 Grimsby 

(A) 

11 Colchester 

(A) 



17 Hartlepool 

(H) 

14 Grimsby 

(H) 

3 Crawley Town 

(H) 

26 Newport County 

(A) 

18 Stevenage 

(A) 

10 Wycombe 

(H) 

31 Yeovil 

(A) 

25 Newport County 

(H) 

17 Accrington 

(A) 





24 Barnet 

(H) 

JANUARY 


APRIL 


27 Blackpool 

(A) 

2 Luton 

(H) 

1 Hartlepool 

(A) 

OCTOBER 


7 Doncaster 

(A) 

8 Yeovil 

(H) 

1 Doncaster 

(H) 

14 Leyton Orient 

(H) 

14 Plymouth 

(H) 

8 Leyton Orient 

(A) 

21 Crawley Town 

(A) 

17 Notts County 

(A) 

15 Plymouth 

(A) 

28 Exeter 

(h) 

22 Cambridge Utd 

(H) 

22 Notts County 

(H) 



29 Mansfield 

(A) 

29 Cambridge Utd 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 


MAY 


NOVEMBER 


4 Wycombe 

(A) 

6 Cheltenham 

(H) 
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AFC TOTTON 1 HEREFORD 2 

Watts wonder strike is 
not enough for Totton 



AFC Totton lost their opening 
Evostik Southern league (S 
& W) match of the season - 
despite taking the lead with 
a stunning Nick Watts strike. 

The Stags went ahead in the 30th 
minute when Watts cut on to his left 
foot on the right flank before curling 
an early goal-of-the-season contender 
into the top of the far corner, writes 
SIMON WALTER. 

It was a perfect start to the season 
for the former Sholing star, who was 
close to leaving not so long ago, but 
stunned the 400-plus Hereford fans in 
the 731 crowd at the Testwood Stadi¬ 
um with a beauty from 30 yards out. 

But Hereford scored twice in eight 
minutes at the beginning of the sec¬ 
ond half. 

They equalised with a 49th-minute 
penalty, midfielder Rob Purdie dink- 
ing the ball down the middle over the 
sprawling Steve Mowthorpe after Ian 
Oliver’s clumsy challenge. 

Mowthorpe and Purdie were both 
booked after a melee that ensued 
when Hereford collected the ball. 

It got worse for Totton in the 57th 
minute, when striker Ross Staley cut 
in from the left, evaded a couple of 
challenges as he drifted across the 
area before shooting inside Mowthor- 
pe’s right-hand upright. 

The closest Totton came to an equal¬ 
iser was when Nathaniel Sherborne 
clipped the top of the crossbar with a 
terrific 20-yard strike after debutant 
Dan Munday broke clear. 

Totton could have no complaints 
about the result against their illustri¬ 
ous visitors, who were promoted last 
season following their rise from the 
ashes of Hereford United. 

The Stags had an early scare when 
Pablo Heysham’s inswinging free 
kick from the left clipped the top of 
the crossbar in the fifth minute. 

Stags defender Patrick Wilson 
blocked Ross Staley’s shot soon after¬ 
wards and Watts was denied in simi¬ 
lar fashion at the other end. 

Haysham’s 20th-minute sidefooted 
shot from the edge of the area was 
just wide and, thankfully for Totton, 
the visitors failed to convert a dan- 


Totton’s Neil Williams on the run 

gerous cross from the right midway 
through the first half. 

When ex-Saint Pedro ‘Pele’ Mon- 
teiro sent Watts away on an electri¬ 
fying run through the middle with a 


cute header, the Stags won a throw-in 
from which Sherborne had a header 
cleared off the line after Hereford 
goalkeeper Martin Horsell dropped 
the ball at the far post. 


Pele headed the resulting corner 
over the bar. Hereford had an appeal 
for handball in the area turned down 
moments later. 

Then Watts gave the match the 
breakthrough it needed. Three min¬ 
utes after the opening goal, Hereford 
midfielder Aaron Birch dragged a 
shot across the face of goal following 
a clever pass from Mike Symons. 

A diving Mowthorpe kept out Sta¬ 
ley’s drive at the near post after the 
Hereford striker’s excellent control 
of a crossfield pass took him clear 
down the left. 

Haysham was always a threat 
and fired a direct free-kick wide of 
Mowthorpe’s goal as half-time ap¬ 
proached, before striking the cross 
bar after dispossessing Liam Hib- 
berd near the byline following a 
cross from the right. 

The first half was only marred for 
Watts by a booking for a foul on Sta¬ 
ley and the second began without 
Pele in the Stags midfield. 

The former Saints defender was 
limping as early as the tenth minute 
before being replaced by Dave Allen 
at the break. 

Symons made the most of his bull¬ 
like frame in holding the ball up af¬ 
ter a smart piece of chest control, 
before swivelling on the edge of the 
Totton area and firing over the bar. 

Totton’s Tony Rolls could not get 
enough on his header from a 54th- 
minute corner and with Totton 2-1 
down, captain Hibberd went into the 
book for dissent. 

Hereford threatened a third but 
there was no one on hand to con¬ 
vert Staley’s volleyed cross from 
the left or Oates from the right and 
Mowthorpe was twice needed to save 
at his near post in the closing stages. 


LOCAL NON-LEAGUE RESULTS 


VAN ARAM A LEAGUE SOUTH 

Ebbsfleet 4 Poole Town 0 
Maidenhead 3 Gosport Boro 0 

EVOSTIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Basingstoke Town 0 Banbury Utd 1 
Division One South & West 

AFC Totton 1 Hereford 2 
Salisbury 1 Evesham United 0 
Slimbridge 5 Winchester City 3 
Wimborne Town 4 Bishops Cleeve 1 

FA CUP 


Extra Preliminary Round 

Andover Town 5 Royal Wootton Bassett 
2 

Bashley 2 Horndean 1 
Bemerton HH 1 Keynsham Town 0 
Blackfield & Langley 2 Hallen 0 
Bradford Town 1 Fareham Town 3 
Bridport 1 Alresford Town 2 
Brockenhurst 2 Laverstock & Ford 1 
Cadbury Heath 7 Folland Sports 0 
Cowes Sports 0 Bridlington 3 
Hengrove Athletic 2 Verwood Town 2 


Lydney Town 0 Team Solent 6 
Moneyfields 4 Christchurch 3 
Oldland Abbotonians 1 Newport loW 9 
Sherborne Town 0 Amesbury Tow 2 
US Portsmouth 2 Melksham Town 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One 

Andover New Street 3 Fleet Spurs 2 
B Milton Rovers 6 East Cowes Vies 1 
Downton 3 Romsey 0 
Hythe & Dibden 1 Ringwood 1 
New Milton 0 Totton & Eling 0 


Shaftesbury 2 Hamble Club 3 
Weymouth Res 1 AFC Stoneham 4 

PUMA ENGINEERING HPL 


Fleetlands v QK Southampton 
Liphook 8 Hedge End Rangers 2 
Liss Athletic 3 Locks Heath 3 


Paulsgrove 1 Andover Lions 1 
Stockbridge 0 Hayling United 1 
Winchester Castle 7 Infinity 0 


Senior Division 

Bush Hill 5 Headley United 0 
Clanfield 0 Overton 2 


Stags boss: 
We are in 
good shape 

AFC Totton boss Steve 
Hollick believes the club is in 
its best shape since he took 
over as manager. 

The Stags former 
goalkeeping coach, who 
replaced Steve Riley as 
manager 16 months ago, 
goes into the new season 
with former teammate Andy 
Darnton as his assistant. 

“We don’t want to get 
carried away but we’re in a 
good place now,” he said. 

“We have a good 
infrastructure with good 
people in all positions and a 
lot of support from the 
chairman and committee. 

“The new partnership 
between our academy and 
Matt Le Tissier Natural 
Coaching also bodes well.” 

Totton have an ex-Saint in 
their ranks this year, with 
central defender/ midfielder 
Pedro ‘Pele’ Monteiro now 
playing for the club as well as 
coaching the U16s through 
the MLT link-up. 

Improvement 

They have also signed 
former Blackfield & Langley 
striker Dan Munday and left- 
back Curtis Angel, who has 
followed from Newbury, and 
Nick Watts’ decision to stay is 
another boost. 

Hollick is hoping for an 
improvement on last season’s 
15th place. 

“We know we 

underachieved last year so 
the aim is to improve on 
that,” continued the former 
Bashley and Romsey Town 
goalkeeper. “We’ve worked 
extremely hard during pre¬ 
season but haven’t changed 
much from last year and the 
players know what’s expected 
now. 

“We’re still looking to bring 
in a few more but we want to 
make sure they’re the right 
characters.” 

Hollick knows success on 
the pitch should bring the 
added bonus of more fans 
through the gate. 

“Our fans are fantastic, 
they know their football but if 
we could get another 50-100 
on our average gate it would 
make a big difference,” he 
added. 



Steve Hollick. 
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EASTLEIGH 2 GUISELEY1 

Partington gives Spitfires’ 
campaign a head start 



Andy Drury slots home for Eastleigh’s opener. Pictures by Stuart Martin 


EASTLEIGH kicked off their 
season of huge expectations 
with a 2-1 home win over 
Guiseley this afternoon. 

But after going 2-0 up through Andy 
Drury and skipper Joe Partington, 
Chris Todd’s men were pegged back 
by a Michael Rankine reply early in 
the second half and there were some 
uncomfortable moments to endure 
as they clung on for three precious 
Vanarama National League points, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

Of their 11 summer signings, East¬ 
leigh featured five in their starting 
line-up with ex-Sunderland striker 
Mikael Mandron partnering James 
Constable up front and Connor Es- 
sam and midweek arrival Ryan 
Cresswell manning central defence. 

Midfielder David Pipe and wideman 
Jake Howells were also handed their 
league debuts and a further five new 
faces - Ryan Huddart, Adam Dugda- 
le, Adam Dawson, Scott Wilson and 
Ryan Bird - were named on a quality 
Spitfires bench. 

Visitors Guiseley included winger 
Nicky Clee and frontman Michael 
Rankine, both signed from Altrin¬ 
cham, plus striker Jordan Preston 
and left-back Marcus Williams who 
were both recruited this week. 

There was drama inside the open¬ 
ing 30 seconds when Guiseley ’keeper 
Daniel Atkinson handled outside his 
area, but nothing came of Howells’ 
far-post delivery from the right. 

With Eastleigh dominating posses¬ 
sion, they earned another free-kick 
on seven minutes, some 20 yards out. 
Three players stood over the ball 
which was tip-tapped to Jai Reason, 
whose belting effort looked to be on 
target but took a huge deflection 
wide. 

Guiseley looked in danger of suffo¬ 
cating under the early Spitfires’ pres¬ 
sure on a hot afternoon and with ten 
minutes gone Todd men’s took the 
lead. Guiseley defender Adam Lock- 
wood made a terrible hash of dealing 
with a ball over the top and in nipped 
Andy Drury amid the disarray to 
calmly sweep the ball home. 

The West Yorkshire visitors re¬ 
sponded positively with Danny East 
firing over and Clee showing neat 
footwork before curling a dangerous 
effort wide. 

Frenchman Mandron then had the 
ball in the net for Eastleigh from 25 
yards but the flag was raised against 
Constable for offside. 

With Guiseley growing into the 
game, it needed positive defending 
by Green to cut out Clee’s left-wing 
delivery before Will Hatfield could 
pounce and a strong arm from goal¬ 
keeper Ross Flitney to punch away 
Clee’s free-kick under pressure from 
the robust Rankine. 

In between times, rampaging East¬ 


leigh skipper Joe Partington ad¬ 
vanced well down the right on a cou¬ 
ple of occasions, but couldn’t quite 
get the delivery right. 

The atmosphere became a tad sub¬ 
dued as the pace of the game slowed 
in the heat and, once again, Guiseley 
sought to capitalise with a snapshot 
by Clee which fizzed straight at Flit¬ 
ney 

But, from out of nowhere, Eastleigh 
doubled their advantage with just 
seconds of the first 45 minutes re¬ 
maining. 

Reason won a free-kick on the right 
and tried to take it quickly only for 
referee Samuel Allison to intervene. 


It was Howells who took it, second 
time of asking, whipping the ball in 
for skipper Partington to meet with a 
booming header for 2-0. 

Guiseley made an early second-half 
substitution, replacing Clee with Oli 
Johnson. 

But it was after the lull that fell on 
the Silverlake during their second 
change - Adam Smith for Preston - 
that the visitors pulled one back. 

With Eastleigh seemingly switch¬ 
ing off, Smith delivered the ball in 
from deep with his first touch and up 
popped Rankine to plant a free head¬ 
er into the top corner for 2-1 with 57 
minutes gone. 


Although Eastleigh drummed up 
an immediate response with Consta¬ 
ble flicking the ball just wide from 
Howells’ cross, Guiseley were look¬ 
ing worryingly menacing and, when 
Spitfires left-back Green miskicked, 
the ball fell invitingly for Smith who 
smacked it into the side netting. 

That heralded the first change 
from Todd who withdrew frontman 
Constable on 67 minutes and threw 
on towering new signing Bird from 
Yeovil Town. 

Almost immediately a Spitfires’ 
chance presented itself when Drury 
curled an inviting ball in from the 
left, which keeper Atkinson missed 
completely. Mandron threw him¬ 
self at it only for covering defender 
Marcus Williams to clear his diving 
header of the line. 

Still it wasn’t comfortable for East¬ 
leigh, however, and they were almost 
masters of their own downfall on 78 
minutes when a defensive shambles 
might have let Guiseley in. 

The Spitfires regained their com¬ 
posure and threatened again when 
Adam Dawson - fresh on as a sub for 
Reason - so nearly picked out Drury 
at the far post. 

But there were panic stations again 
for the home side in the four minutes 
of injury time. From a Guiseley cor¬ 
ner, Flitney was called on to make 
his first big save of the match, tip¬ 
ping over Ashley Palmer’s header at 
full stretch. 

Small wonder the 2,047 crowd 
heaved such a massive sigh of re¬ 
lief when the final whistle finally 
sounded. 



Joe Partington celebrates after scoring Eastleigh’s second goal 


‘City was 
easy call’ 

NEW Winchester City 
boss Ian Saunders admits 
that joining the club from 
Petersfield Town a week 
before the new season was a 
“no-brainer”. 

The Salisbury-based army 
warrant officer, who led 
Petersfield to the Wessex 
One title before pipping 
Winchester to the Premier 
silverware 15 months ago, did 
not take long to agree to the 
move from Love Lane after 
being approached by director 
of football Dave Malone. 

“I’m absolutely over the 
moon to have joined, I had 
four really good years at 
Petersfield but it was a 
no-brainer, I had no second 
thoughts about this,” said 
Saunders. 

“Winchester’s had a good 
reputation for many years, 
long before they won the 
Vase [in 2004], and being 25 
miles nearer to home is an 
added bonus. 

“I didn’t know Dave before 
last week, only by reputation. 
He’s as honest as the day is 
long, he’s been very helpful in 
my short time at the club. And 
it’s still a really strong group 
of players - the strongest I’ve 
ever had the fortune to 
manage.” 

Saunders has already 
boosted his squad with the 
additions of three players 
who have all followed him 
from Petersfield. 

Centre forward Howard 
Neighbour and attacking 
midfielder Joe Briggs scored 
51 goals between them last 
season as Petersfield 
finished 13th in Division One 
Central, while defender 
James Ford has also made 
the move west. 

“Looking at the squad I’ve 
got, there’s an 
embarrassment of riches, 
even without Warren Bentley 
whose goals will hopefully be 
replaced by Howard and 
Joe,” he said. 

Winchester reached last 
season’s play-offs but Paul 
Masters left because of his 
disappointment at the size of 
his budget this year. 

“Paul has done a great job,” 
said Saunders. 

“Hopefully we can at least 
equal what the club did last 
season.” 



Ian Saunders. 
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Vaughan: I’m 
ready to back 
player-coach 


Summer changes 


Jake Howells and, above right, Adam Dugdale 



Connor Essam and, above right, Scott Wilson 


BOSS Ken Vaughan backed player- 
coach Fawzi Saadi to make his mark in 
management after handing him a more 
hands-on role at Bournemouth Poppies 
for 2016/17. 

Vaughan revealed he would continue 
to help with the recruitment of players 
while affording the long-serving 
Algerian the licence to take control of 
first-team affairs with guidance from 
the manager and assistant Michael 
Cuffie. 

Earlier this week Poppies had only 12 
players showing as registered on the 
Sydenhams Wessex League’s Full Time 
site. 

However, Vaughan said that Lamin 
Dibba, Chris Speers and Dave Ewen 
had been among several players to sign 
forms ahead of Tuesday’s Premier 
Division curtain-raiser at home to 
Fawley. 

On Saadi’s step up, Vaughan said: 

“He has been doing bits and bobs for a 
while and needs to take this step now. 

“It is Fawzi’s time to get more 
involved and have a go. 

“Hopefully, it will be ideal because he 
will have me and Michael there to back 
him every step of the way. 

“Management is what he wants to do 
in the long run and I think he has the 
attributes to make a success of it,” 
Vaughan added. 


Fawzi Saadi 

• Bashley bolstered their attack on 
the eve of the new season by signing 
one of the Wessex League’s most 
prolific marksmen Kabba Jack. 

Jack netted a whopping 57 goals in 
54 matches for New Milton Town in 
Division One before moving up to the 
Premier Division. 

Across spells with Brockenhurst and 
Poppies, Jack plundered a further 21 
goals from 27 starts and 10 substitute 
appearances. 

Bash boss Tom Prodomo said: “We 
are delighted to welcome Kabba to the 
club, he has a proven goalscoring 
record.” 

Bash kicked off life back in the 
Sydenhams Wessex League in style 
with a battling 1-0 derby win over 
Hamworthy United in midweek. 

That ended an incredible 75-match 
winless run that was only punctuated by 
a victory in the FA Trophy last season. 

Tyler Rutten, a summer signing from 
Verwood, struck a blistering long-range 
effort to hand Bash the lead 10 minutes 
before half-time. 

However, the new boy quickly went 
from hero to villain. 

A two-footed lunge saw Rutten 
receive a straight red card on 65 
minutes but the hosts held firm to 
secure a first league success since 
September 2014. 


IT’S been a major summer 
of change at The Silver- 
lake Stadium as Chris Todd 
stamps his mark on the 
Eastleigh squad. 

In his first close season as the 
Spitfires manager, Todd made 12 
signings - though one of them, 
Richard Duffy, decided to leave 
within weeks of joining. 

That is still a huge number of 
new faces the manager has to try 
and mould into a team capable of 
winning promotion from the Na¬ 
tional League. 

Todd has made a mixture of sign¬ 
ings, from young players released 
by Premier League clubs with a 
point to prove to experienced heads 
used to success at the level East¬ 
leigh find themselves in. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at Todd’s close season business in 
the transfer market. 

May 20 

Former Welsh international Da¬ 
vid Pipe was Todd’s first close sea¬ 
son signing. 

The 32-year-old joined after two 
seasons as a regular in the National 
League with Forest Green Rovers. 

Pipe made his professional debut 
for Coventry in 2002 and collected 
his only senior Welsh cap the fol¬ 
lowing year in a friendly with the 
USA. 

A £50,000 signing by Bristol Rov¬ 
ers in 2007, Pipe eventually dipped 
into non league football but cap¬ 
tained Newport to National League 
play-off final promotion glory in 
May 2013. 

May 23 

Welsh under-21 international 
Jake Howells was the second player 
to join Eastleigh when he signed a 
two-year contract. 

Making his debut for Luton Town 
in July 2007 aged just 17, the mid¬ 
fielder - now 25 - went on to make 
273 competitive appearances for the 
Hatters and scoring 29 goals. 

He scored eight times in 36 ap¬ 
pearances as Luton romped to the 
National League title in 2013/14, 
and made 24 appearances last sea¬ 
son in League 2. 

May 27 

Eastleigh made a statement of 
intent when they announced the 
signing of another former Welsh 
international, Richard Duffy. 

The full back - who started his 
career with Portsmouth - turned 
down a new contract. 

Todd said at the time: “I’m ab¬ 
solutely delighted to be able to 
capture one of my top targets this 
summer. 

“Richard is the calibre of player 
we need at our club, he is a winner 
& leader and will bring a wealth of 
experience to the squad for next 
season.” 

Unfortunately, Duffy staged a U- 
turn several weeks later and, after 
speaking with Todd, was allowed to 
make a quick return to the Football 
League where he signed for Notts 
County 


June 2 

Adam Dugdale, a 28-year-old cen¬ 
tre half, arrived at Eastleigh on 
a free from League 2 club More- 
cambe. 

He has previously played for 
Crewe Alexandr - helping them 
to League 2 promotion in 2011/12 
- Tranmere Rovers, Barrow and 
Southport. 


“He’s an experienced, imposing 
centre-half,” said Todd. 

June 6 

Winger Adam Dawson was next 
to join, on a free transfer from Kid¬ 
derminster. 

The 23-year old also had spells on 
loan with Tranmere and Nuneaton 
last season. 


He will be hoping his stay at East¬ 
leigh is longer than most of his pre¬ 
vious clubs. 

Despite his fairly young age, he 
has also played for Accrington 
Stanley, FC United of Manchester, 
Barrow, Nelson, Notts County, Nu¬ 
neaton Town and Bristol Rovers. 
He was also signed by Leicester in 
2013 but left two years later having 
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revamp the squad 


June 14 

Todd further strengthened his 
striking options by bringing in 
French-born forward Mikael Man- 
dron. 

The 21-year-old, 6ft 3 inch striker 
joined on a two-year deal after his 
release from Premier League side 
Sunderland. 

Mandron joined Sunderland in 
2011 and went on to make three sub 
appearances for the first team - the 
last in a 1-0 home loss to Liverpool 
in January 2015 

He made seven appearances on 
loan for Hartlepool last season, 
scoring one goal - in the 2-0 FA Cup 
win over Salford City 


June 17 

To give first choice keeper Ross 
Flitney extra competition, Todd 
brought in teenager Ryan Huddart 
on a season long loan from Arsenal. 

The 19-year-old, who has never 
made a professional appearance, 
was the Gunners’ first-choice 
keeper in the under-18s Uefa Youth 
League campaign last season. 

He was also named as a substitute 
by Arsene Wenger for two Champi¬ 
ons League ties. 


Killickdone 
in transfer 
market 

TOM Killick reckons he is close to 


Ayo Obileye and, above right, Ryan Huddart 


July 11 

Todd brings in another centre 
half in former Chelsea trainee Ayo 
Obileye. 

The 21-year-old centre-back 
played 21 games on loan at Dagen¬ 
ham and Redbridge from Charlton 
last season. 

Obileye also spent three years on 
the books at Sheffield Wednesday 
before joining the Addicks on a free 
transfer. 


Ryan Bird, in action for Cambridge (blue), and Adam Dawson 


never made a first team appear¬ 
ance. 

Todd said: “Adam is a direct, pacy 
winger who is full of flair. His abil¬ 
ity to create chances for other play¬ 
ers is definitely an exciting pros¬ 
pect.” 

June 10 

Striker Scott Wilson arrived from 


National League South club Wes¬ 
ton-super-Mare. 

Eastleigh fended off interest from 
Swedish Allsvenskan division side 
Ostersunds FK to sign the 23-year- 
old. 

June 13 

Centre half Connor Essam joined 
on a one-year deal following his re¬ 


lease by League Two side Leyton 
Orient. 

The 23-year-old made 24 League 2 
appearances for the Os last season, 
as well as spending time on loan at 
Dover. 

Orient had signed Essam from 
Dover, where he had spent the 
whole 2014/15 National League 
season. 


August 1 

Another striker joins in the shape 
of Ryan Bird. 

The 6’4” striker started his career 
at Burnham where he played near¬ 
ly 300 games and scored an impres¬ 
sive 114 goals. 

In 2013 he signed for Portsmouth 
where he made 20 appearances and 
scored three goals - two against Ex¬ 
eter in November 2013. 

He then made a huge impression 
during a loan spell with Cambridge 
United. 

Bird scored all three United goals 
in their 3-1 aggregate FA Trophy 
semi final win over Grimsby Town. 

After leaving Pompey in 2014, 
Bird re-joined Cambridge United 
where he made 24 appearances and 
scored six goals. 

Bird spent the 2015/16 season 
making 43 appearances for League 
2 club Yeovil, scoring eight goals. 

Completing a busy day, Eastleigh 
also signed Northampton Town 
central defender Ryan Cresswell. 

The 28-year old made his senior 
debut for Halifax Town in 2006/07 
and helped Northampton win the 
League 2 title last season - making 
31 appearances during the cam¬ 
paign. 

In all, he has made over 250 Foot¬ 
ball League appearances - and 
made the 2012/13 PFA League 2 
team of the year while playing for 
Southend. 


completing his summer transfer 
business at Poole after sealing deals 
for winger Abdulai Baggie and ex- 
Cherries youngster Ryan Case. 

Baggie, who trialled with ambitious 
National North outfit AFC Fylde during 
pre-season, impressed on his return to 
Tatnam - scoring twice in a 4-2 friendly 
loss against Eastleigh at The Silverlake 
Stadium - and will now be based in the 
area. 

Full-back Case, who was released by 
Basingstoke towards the end of last 
season, is no stranger to the local non¬ 
league circuit having cut his teeth at 
Wimborne, Bashley and New Milton 
while with Cherries. 

Killick said: “Abs has been impressive 
during the pre-season games and is 
now going to be based down here. 

“He has a really good pedigree and it 
is a good signing. He is still young but 
has a lot of experience and that will be 
of benefit to us so I am pleased. 

“Ryan can play anywhere across the 
back four and his flexibility will be a big 
boost. That is us pretty much done now 
but you can never rule out any 
movement.” 

Case’s arrival could not be better 
timed after Dolphins defender Michael 
Walker was hit with an extra two-match 
ban following his dismissal at Hitchin 


Poole Town manager Tommy 
Killick. 

on April 9 last season. 

The FA found Walker guilty of 
improper conduct in the tunnel three 
months after the event, leaving an irked 
Killick without the towering defender 
for his club’s first three National South 
fixtures. 

“They said there were issues with 
Walks leaving the pitch promptly. We 
were irritated because we didn’t hear 
about these charges until three weeks 
ago,” he added. 

“The game took place in April so to 
get this in July was surprising and 
disappointing to say the very least. 

“You do worry that they could start 
raising charges back from 1994 or 
when we were in Wessex One and ask 
us to respond within seven days.” 

• Alex Shephard’s late strike denied 
Lymington Town a winning start to the 
new Wessex League season at 
Moneyfields. 

John Pyatt’s men had led through 
Charlie Willett but the last-ditch effort 
rescued a 1-1 draw for the home side. 

Mark Barker and Mitchell Speechley- 
Price netted as Brockenhurst drew 2-2 
at Bemerton, while goals from Sami 
Makhloufi and Fawzi Saadi were not 
enough for Poppies in a 3-2 defeat to 
Fawley. 

Dan Fry, ex-Christchurch frontrunner 
Matt Vining and Dane Sayce scored for 
the Oilers. 
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Back (from left) James Granger, Ross Lafayette, Connor Essam, Ross Flitney, Ryan Huddart, Mark Childs, Michael Green, Jack Smith, James Constable. Middle: Kevin Dixon (kit man), Adam Dawson, 
Jai Reason, Tony Lee, Mikael Mandron, Adam Dugdale, Ayo Obileye, Jack Masterton, David Pipe, Ollie Griggs (kit man). Front: Ross Cracknell (fitness coach), Luke Coulson, Yemi Odubade, Ben 
Strevens (assistant manager), Andy Drury, Chris Todd (manager), Joe Partington, Ian Harris (goalkeeping coach), Jake Howells, Scott Wilson, Andy Cook (physio). Pic courtesy Tony Smith. 



sight for real thing 


Spitfires adjusting 


EASTLEIGH entered this 
weekend’s opening Na¬ 
tional League game of the 
2016/17 season having en¬ 
joyed an impressive run in 
pre season friendlies. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at the Spitfires’ warm-up pro¬ 
gramme. 

July 5 

AFC Stoneham 0 Eastleigh 2 

New signing Scott Wilson opened 
the scoring on his debut and Yemi 
Odubade added a second against 
the Wessex Division 1 hosts in the 
69th minute. 

July 7 

Banbury 1 Eastleigh 3 

Eastleigh led 2-0 after 22 minutes 
with Declan Benjamin (og) and 
Yemi Odubade scoring. 

A Danny Burns own goal saw Ban¬ 
bury halve the deficit before half¬ 
time. Luke Coulson scored the only 
goal in the second half. 

July 13 

Hamilton 2 Eastleigh 1 

Louis Langridge scored an 82nd 
minute winner for the Scottish Pre¬ 
mier Division club. 

The same player had opened the 
scoring just before half-time, with 
Scott Wilson levelling just after the 
hour mark. 

Hamilton were more advanced in 
their pre season programme, and 
started their Scottish League Cup 


fixture list three days later. 

July 16 

East Kilbride 0 Eastleigh 3 

Jake Howells put the visitors on 
the road to victory against their 
Lowland League hosts in the 13th 
minute. Andy Drury and Mikael 
Mandron netted in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

July 19 

Weymouth 1 Eastleigh 5 

Eastleigh romped to another vic¬ 
tory. 

After Luka Prelevic gave the visi¬ 
tors a third minute lead, ex-Salis¬ 
bury winger Chris Shepherd lev¬ 
elled after nine minutes. 

Mikael Mandron fired Eastleigh 
back in front five minutes before 
the interval, and Yemi Odubade 
added a third on the stroke of half¬ 
time. Jack Smith and James Con¬ 
stable both scored in the last ten 
minutes to complete the Spitfires’ 
nap hand. 

July 22 

Eastleigh 4 Poole Town 2 

In front of a crowd of 468, East¬ 
leigh stormed into a 4-1 lead inside 
53 minutes against the National 
League South newcomers. 

Scott Wilson (33) and Mikael Man¬ 
dron (35) netted in the first half 
before Abdulai Baggie reduced the 
arrears. James Constable struck 
twice in the space of three minutes 
early in the second half before Bag¬ 
gie netted again just after the hour 
mark. 


Eastleigh’s Joe Partington, left, in action against Northampton. Above - Mikael Mandron has just scored his second 


goal against the Cobblers. 

July 26 

Eastleigh 3 Barnet 2 

Todd’s side claimed the friendly 
scalp of League 2 opponents in front 
of a 527 crowd at The Silverlake. 

Two of the new signings - Ayo 
Obileye and Scott Wilson - put East¬ 
leigh in control before Jack Payne 
(65) pulled one back. 

Striker Ross Lafayette scored his 
first pre season goal six minutes 
from time, with John-Louis Akpo 


Akpro replying late on. 

July 30 

Eastleigh 4 Northampton Town 

1 

The Spitfires romped to vic¬ 
tory against last season’s League 2 
champions. 

James Constable tapped in from 
close range to give Eastleigh a half¬ 
time lead, before Mikael Mandron 
netted in the 50th and 53rd minutes. 
It was 4-0 on 62 minutes when an¬ 


other striker, Scott Wilson, scored 
soon after coming on. 

August 1 

Gosport Borough 1 Eastleigh 1 

Ross Lafayette opened the scoring 
for the visitors four minutes before 
half-time. 

Ben Wright, whose goal helped 
the Spitfires win promotion from 
the Conference South in 2013/14, 
levelled two minutes into the sec¬ 
ond half. 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 





CONSTANT 

PAINE 

From Southampton’s Greatest to South Africa’s Ambassador 


GARY CHALK. DUNCAN HOI m and DAVID BUI J. 




EDITED BY DAVID BULL and BARRY WEBB 


MATCH new 
MILLENNIUM 


The Saints' 100 Most Memorable Matches 2001-16 


i bjr K ATI! ARINA 


All read & white! 


NO football club is as well- 
served as Southampton FC 
when it comes to published 
works on their history. 

Hagiology Publishing have been 
regularly bringing out books on the 
Saints for several years now. 

Next week, their 10th publication 
- Saints’ Match of the New Millen¬ 
nium - is officially launched (see 
more on next pages). 

Here, the Sports Pink prints all ten 
covers of the Hagiology books. 

There are biographies of Saints 
legends Ted Bates and Terry Paine. 

Full Time At The Dell looks back 
at Saints’ time at their former sta¬ 
dium, while Suited and Booted is a 
wonderful compendium of pre-war 
facts and photographs. 

In That Number was an exhaustive 
post-war history of the club (until 
the end of the 2002/03 season) while 
All The Saints does what it says on 
the cover - another fantastically 
well researched book containing 
profiles and photos of every player 
who has ever played for the club. 




FULL-TIME 

- at - 

THE DELL 


m Xthuty 10 Mitty 1898 2001 




DUNCAN HOLLEY and GARY CHALK 

IN THAT NUMBER 

A post-W 

ar chronicle of Southampton FC 

■3U 

m 


MATCH 

°f th * MILLENNIUM 



SAINTS 


POMPEY 


A History of Unrelenting Rivalry 




lith David Bull 


Yellow 

ribbon 


How The Saints Won The Cup 
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Flag bearer 
Andy Murray 
to lead way 

ANDY Murray was named this"week 
as Great Britain’s flag bearer for the 
opening ceremony at the Rio Olympics. 

The 2012 gold medallist and three¬ 
time grand slam champion is one of the 
biggest names in Britain’s team. 

Here, the Sports Pink details five 
things about Murray and the Games. 

1. Unpromising start 

Murray made his Olympic debut in 
Beijing in 2008 and big things were 
expected of the world number six but 
he flopped, losing in the first round of 
the singles to Lu Yen-hsun and then 
falling out with brother Jamie as they 
crashed out in the second round of the 
doubles. He blamed getting too caught 
up in the Olympic experience, and said: 
“I think it gave me a lot of motivation 
and also an understanding of how 
important the Olympics is to a tennis 
player. When I lost there I know how 
disappointed I was. After you go back 
to your room in the Olympic village and 
there’s a table of which medals have 
been won, you feel that you’ve not 
contributed. It’s tough and I didn’t like 
it.” 


2. Putting things right in London 
London four years later was a 
spectacular success. He beat Novak 
Djokovic and Roger Federer back to 
back to win gold on Centre Court - 
becoming the first British man to win 



Andy Murray after winning the 
Olympic Gold at London 2012. 


the Olympic singles gold medal in 
tennis since Josiah Ritchie in 1908. 

3. Making history 

Murray is looking to become the first 
man since tennis was brought back into 
the Games in 1988 to win singles 
medals at two separate Olympics. 

4. Brotherly success 

Murray is a big hope not just for 
success in singles but also doubles 
with Jamie. The pair’s success together 
in last year’s Davis Cup triumph 
established them as one of the leading 
double acts, with Jamie now a grand 
slam winner and a recent world number 
one. Should the pair win gold, they 
would be the second brothers in 
succession after American twins Bob 
and Mike Bryan, while there is also a 
precedent for British brothers claiming 
the title - Laurence and Reginald 
Doherty in 1900. 

5. Pointless 

Murray earned 750 ranking points for 
winning singles gold in 2012 but this 
year players will be competing purely 
for medals, with no ranking points 
awarded. The decision was a factor in 
several players deciding not to make 
the trip to Rio. 


Saints shocked in 


ANOTHER book from Saints’ 
official historians is pub¬ 
lished next week. 

Match of the New Millennium fea¬ 
tures 100 memorable league and 
cup games - home and away - since 
the start of 2000. The book is offi¬ 
cially released at St Mary’s next 
Thursday 

Here, in an exclusive extract, the 
Sports Pink features one of the 
games - the first ever match at St 
Mary’s Stadium. 

SOUTHAMPTON 3 

ESPANYOL 4 


Au¬ 
gust 11 2011 

There was a time when this visit 
by Reail Club Deportiu Espanyol de 
Barcelona - or Espanyol, as the Spe¬ 
cial Commemorative Programme 
more simply billed them - would 
have been branded an “Exhibition 
Match”. 

In fact, the entertainment on 11 
August 2001 consisted of two exhi¬ 
bitions: a thoughtfully-casted open¬ 
ing ceremony put on by the hosts; 
followed by a dazzling 45 minute- 
display of football put on by the 
visitors. After which, the home 
side partially retrieved their repu¬ 
tation with a second-half recovery 
of sorts. 

We fans - 23,884 of us in the spank¬ 
ing new stadium, with a capacity 
of 32,551 - would find out later that 
the opening of the club’s new home 
had begun indoors when the Presi¬ 
dent, Ted Bates, unveiled a plaque. 

But then we saw him come on to 
the pitch, along with Matthew Le 
Tissier - a perfect pairing of the 
man whose managerial acumen 
had rehabilitated Southampton FC 
in the 1950s and 1960s, alongside 
the man whose skills on the ball 
had kept the Saints in the Premier¬ 
ship in the 1990s and had effectively 
made a new stadium both a neces¬ 
sity and a possibility 

The pitch was then blessed 
by religious representatives. It 
would have been appropriate to 
invite the vicar of the nearby St 
Mary’s Church, the city’s “Mother 
Church”, to conduct the blessing, 
quite simply because Southampton 
FC had originated in a team from 
that church’s Young Men’s Associa¬ 
tion in 1885. 

But resisting that nostalgic temp¬ 
tation, the Board opted instead for 
a ceremony performed by a multi¬ 
faith group befitting Southampton 
of the new millennium. 

Then, after the President had cut 
the tape to allow the teams on to the 
pitch, where a thousand red and 
white balloons were being released, 
out they came - Southampton’s 
League of Nations vs Espanyol’s 
home-grown team. One of the dis¬ 
cussion points prompted by Spain’s 
winning three major tournaments 
from 2008 to 2012 - back-to-back Eu¬ 
ropean championships either side 
of their 2010 World Cup - would be 
the predominance of Spanish play¬ 
ers in La Liga, compared with the 
foreign invasion of the Premier¬ 



Matt Le Tissier applauds the crowd at the first ever game at St Mary’s. 



Saints line up before their 4-3 loss to Espanyol. Left - the new Saints book. 


ship. 

The state of that contrast in 2001 
was there, for all to see, in the line¬ 
ups. 

The home squad of 31 comprised 
19 Englishmen, including summer 
signings, midlander Rory Delap, 
qualified to play for Ireland, and 
Paul Murray; Paul Jones of Wales; 
and 11 assorted foreigners, includ¬ 


ing new arrivals, Sweden’s Anders 
Svensson and Jacinto Ela Eyene 
from Espanyol, themselves. 

In contrast, the visitors’ 29 men 
consisted of 23 Spaniards, five 
more Spanish-speakers - from 
Central and South America - and 
Stephane Bikey, a recent import 
from Cameroon. Yes, just one for¬ 
eign language-speaker at the club, 
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St Mary’s debut... 


Walton aims 
for spirit of 
the Foxes 

JONNY Walton may not be 5,000/1 to 
win a medal in Rio but he clearly hopes 
to harness the spirit created by his 
hometown club Leicester. 

The Foxes stormed to a shock 
Premier League title last term and 
Leicester-born Walton is looking to 
replicate their success in the double 
sculls, which began on Saturday at the 
Lagoa Stadium. 

“I’ve been a fan for as long as I can 
remember,” said Walton, who partners 
John Collins. “I used to go to a lot of 
games when I was growing up and 
always had a Leicester shirt. 

“When they got kicked out of the 
Premiership and then the 
Championship and went down to 
League One, it could have been the end 
for them, but instead they got to work.” 

FORMER World Cup-winning defender 
Julio Olarticoechea is the man charged 
with leading Argentina’s bid for 
Olympic football gold in Rio. 

But the 57-year-old, an Under-20 
coach who was only handed the 
Olympic job last month, is better known 
to his neighbours as a weekend bearer 
of sweet treats. 

“On Friday I went back to my 
hometown, Saladillo, a small town, and 
my wife was waiting for me with love to 
distribute cakes in the neighbourhood, 


because my daughter is a pastry chef,” 
he said. “So on Friday and Saturday I 
am a delivery boy. And now I am here.” 

NOT too many athletes get mixed up 
between summer and winter Olympic 
sports, but New Zealand hockey player 
James Coughlan did just that. When 
the 25-year-old first got involved in 
the sport he had envisaged it was ice 
hockey he would be playing. 

“I was paying attention to the Winter 
Olympics, saw ice hockey, thought it 
was pretty cool and at the local school 
they had a sign up for hockey and I 
thought, ‘Oh, yeah, I’ll go sign up for 
that’. All of a sudden we showed up to 
the ground and it was turf, not an ice 
rink, and I was thinking, ‘What is this? 
What have I signed up for?’ But I guess 
I made the right decision in the end.” 

SONNY Bill Williams predictably took 
centre stage at New Zealand Sevens’ 
press conference, but spare a thought 
for his team-mates Rieko loane and 
Tim Mikkelson, neither of whom were 
asked a question in the opening 20 
minutes. 

Head coach Gordon Tietjens urged 
the media to make their trip worthwhile, 
and the event ended with Mikkelson, 
the team’s leading try-scorer of all-time, 
being asked a question... about 
Williams. 


Southampton-born player: Aaron 
Flahavan. 

Having kept goal for his home¬ 
town Youth team, Aaron had joined 
Portsmouth in 1994, understudying 
Alan Knight until he succeeded to 
the first-team jersey. 

He had been Pompey’s regular 
’keeper in the second half of the 
2000-01 season, during which he 
passed the 100 appearances-mark. 
Still only 25, he had died on 5 Au¬ 
gust, after crashing his BMW So 
impeccably was the silence ob¬ 
served that the Chairman of the 
Portsmouth FC Supporters Club 
wrote to thank the Saints support¬ 
ers for the “immaculate and digni¬ 
fied tribute they gave for Aaron” 
and to rejoice that “the rivalry that 
there has been between both sets 
of fans was put aside to honour his 
memory” 

It would accordingly stick in the 
collective craw when Portsmouth 
came to St Mary’s in December 
2003 and a few of their fans abused 
the minute’s silence for Ted Bates. 

Meanwhile, there was a match to 
be played - save that the home side 
would be no match, in the first half, 
for their visitors. 

Yet the Saints might have taken 
the lead when Marian Pahars set 
up a chance for Le Tissier. Matt 
could claim to be was rusty - he’d 
suffered one calf-strain after an¬ 
other in 2000-01 and had hardly 
featured - but he failed to trouble 
Alfredo Argenso. The opportunity 
for him to score the first goal at St 
Mary’s was gone. 

That honour went to Argentina 
international, Martin Posse, with 
an acrobatic volley on eight min¬ 
utes. 

It would be 3-0 inside little more 
than half-an-hour, as two of the 
visitors’ Under-21 internationals, 
David Aganzo and Enrique De Lu¬ 
cas, got on the score-sheet, in turn. 

The only moment of encourage¬ 
ment for the home fans had been 
their first sight of a new weapon - 
a long throw from Delap. The ball 
bounced in the box, for Pahars to 
test Argenso with a flying header. 
The ’keeper was further tested, in 
a five-minute spell leading up to 
half-time, by two flashes of vintage 
Le Tissier. First, Matt wove his 
way into position for a shot from 25 
yards and then he dipped an edge- 
of-the-area free-kick over the wall 
to bring a finger-tip save from Ar¬ 
genso. 

In between those two flashes, 
alas, Antoni Soldevilla, yet an¬ 
other Spain U-21 international, 
had scored to give the visitors a 
4-0 interval lead. It was not meant 
to be like this. In their respec¬ 
tive Leagues of 20 teams each, the 
Saints had finished 10th in 2000-01 
on 52 points while the Spaniards 
lay ninth on 50 points. 

Maybe those fans who had booed 
their team off at half-time had hur¬ 
ried to test the catering facilities 
that were so superior to The Dell’s, 
the programme assured us, that 
the club expected to sell, in 2001/02, 
125,000 pies and 250,000 pints. 

Cont on following page. 


Dean Richards walks out onto the St Mary’s pitch for the first time. 


Matt Le Tissier and Ted Bates applaud the Saints fans at the Espanyol game 15 years ago this month. 


in contrast with Southampton’s 
polyglot dressing-room. 

But there was another, even 
greater, demographic difference 
between the teams: 16 of Espan- 
yol’s 23 Spaniards had been born in 
or around Barcelona, whereas the 
home-squad had just four South¬ 
ampton-born players - Wayne 
Bridge, Francis Benali, Kevin Gib- 


bens and Scott Bevan - plus Neil 
Moss from New Milton. Actually, 
that’s quite a high percentage of 
local recruitment for a club that 
had relied, from the early days 
of professionalism, on importing 
footballers from hotter beds than 
Hampshire. Take the squad from 
100 summers before, when League 
football was suspended and the 


players went their various ways - 
be it to the Woolston shipyards or 
the Western Front - in support of 
the war-effort. 

Only one player in that summer 
of 1915 was Southampton-born: Ar¬ 
thur Dominy, who went to work in 
Woolston, the borough of his birth. 

Before the kick-off, there was 
a minute’s silence for another 
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Gray had to break 
the carnival spirit 



Balloons take to the air at the first ever St Mary’s game 15 years ago this month. 



Ted Bates and then Saints chairman Rupert Lowe lead out the teams. 


from page 13 

Or perhaps the disgruntled fans 
stayed to witness Act II of the car¬ 
nival, as 50 volunteers, led by a team 
of firefighters from the St Mary’s 
fire station, brought a replica shirt 
on to the pitch and unfolded it. 

Not one of the shirts on sale in the 
stadium’s Megastore, but a shirt 
measuring 30 x 25 metres and bid¬ 
ding for entry into the Guinness 
Book of World Records. 

Meanwhile, Stuart Gray, recently 
confirmed as Southampton’s man¬ 
ager after finishing The Dell’s final 
season as the Board’s temporary 
trustee, needed to get his players out 
of the carnival spirit - or whatever 
it was that might explain their first- 
half stupor. 

That said, he waited until the 54th 
minute to bring on attacking rein¬ 
forcements - Stuart Ripley for Dan 
Petrescu; Uwe Rosier for Beattie; 
and Kevin Davies for Pahars. 

Those changes reaped instant 
dividends, when Davies became the 
first Saints scorer at St Mary’s, a 
minute after his arrival. 

Rosier, who had, of course, scored 
the last goal at The Dell, added two 
more, either side of impromptu 
entertainment by a female 
streaker. 

His second goal, in the 75th minute, 
which completed the afternoon’s 3-4 
score-line, involved a collision with 
the Espanyol ’keeper. 

If that was, for the home fans 
and the manager, symptomatic of 
a determined fight-back, the vis¬ 
iting coach, Paco Flores, was un¬ 
happy with the amount of “fight” 
involved. 

He complained, to the Echo, that 
the referee, Rob Styles, had allowed 
the Saints to get away with “violence 
and aggression” and that the third 
goal should have been disallowed for 
a foul on Argenso - not to mention 
that the goalkeeper’s concentration 
had been affected by the sight of a 
topless woman: “we are not used to 
this sort of event in Spain,” Flores 
explained. 

It would perhaps be an understate¬ 
ment to say that Senor Flores was 
not entering into the spirit of the 
occasion, which had been, in the 
words of the Echo’s Graham Hiley, 
“more like a family fun day than a 
football match and it showed.” 

Southampton: Jones, Delap (El 
Khalej 63), Lundekvam, Richards 
(Murray 78), Bridge (Benali 78), 
Petrescu (Ripley 54), Oakley (Draper 
82), Svensson A (Tessem 71), Le Tis- 
sier (Gibbens 85), Pahars (Davies 
54), Beattie (Rosier 54). 

Scorers: Davies 55, Rosier 61, 75. 

Espanyol: Argenso, Alonso, Lopo 


(Gatala 77), Rotchen, Garcia D, Sol- 
devilla (Fernandez 72), De Lucas 
(Velamazan 60), Garcia R (Munte- 
anu 67), Aganzo (Tamudo 60), Garcia 
O (Juvenal 77), Posse (Palencia 67). 

Scorers: Posse 8, Aganzo 12, De 


Lucas 32, Soldevilla 42. Referee: Rob 
Styles. Attendance: 23,884. 

The article was compiled by 
DAVID BULL, drawing upon the 
Commemorative Programme of 
11 August 2001; Echo reports; and 


his interview with Matthew Le 
Tissier. 

The letter of appreciation from 
Portsmouth fans was reproduced in 
the Saints match-day programme 
of 25 August 2001 (v Chelsea). 


Ex-Saints 
on move 

JONATHAN Forte was one 
of three ex-Saints to appear 
for Oldham in League 1 last 
season. 

None of the trio are still at 
Boundary Park, though. 

Striker Ricardo Fuller was 
released in January and 
retired in May. 

And defender Joseph Mills, 
who made 18 appearances in 
2015/16 for the Latics, moved 
to Aussie club Perth Glory 
this summer. 

Mills, the younger brother 
of another ex-Saint, Matt, has 
also played for Reading, 
Burnley and Shrewsbury, 
after leaving St Mary’s five 
years ago. 

Also on the move in the 
summer was ex-Saints 
defender Oily Lancashire. 

The Basingstoke-born 
centre half was infamously 
sent off on his Saints debut in 
a 4-1 loss at QPR in 
September 2008. 

A few weeks later, he was 
dismissed again - in a draw 
with Sheffield United. 

After making 31 
appearances for Rochdale 
last season, the 27-year-old 
rejected a new contract offer 
to sign for League 1 rivals 
Shrewsbury on a two-year 
deal. 

Billy Sharp was this summer 
appointed Sheffield United’s 
new skipper by manager 
Chris Wilder. 

Wilder was brought in at the 
end of the season after 
ex-Saint Nigel Adkins had 
been sacked for failing to 
even reach the third tier play¬ 
offs. 

Sharp was prolific for the 
Blades last term, scoring 16 
goals in his 32 starts. 

Aaron Martin played 
alongside Sharp at Saints in 
the second half of the 
2011/12 campaign. 

Plucked from non-league 
Eastleigh, Martin was on the 
books at St Mary’s for five 
years. The centre back was 
unable to fully establish 
himself under a succession of 
Saints bosses, however, and 
eventually moved on to 
Birmingham. 

Martin’s time in the 
Midlands was short-lived, but 
after six months with Yeovil 
the 26-year-old was snapped 
up by Coventry City. 

He was released again at 
the end of last season and 
has joined League 1 
newcomers Oxford United. 

Down in the National 
League, Lee Barnard has 
joined Braintree. 

The striker scored 24 goals 
in 73 appearances for Saints 
and helped them win back-to- 
back promotions. 

He linked up with League 
Two Crawley last summer 
after his release by Southend. 

Barnard failed to score in 
more than 20 appearances, 
though, and was released 
again. 
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Evergreen Oakley leads 
the way for former Saints 



Matt Oakley in action for Derby against Pele at St Mary’s in 2006/07 



Lloyd James with, from left, Morgan Schneiderlin, Kelvin Davis and Dean Hammond back in September 2009 


HE made his Saints debut way back 
in May 1995, coming on as a sub in a 
0-0 draw at Everton. 

The following December, after 
three more sub appearances, he 
made his first Saints start under 
Dave Merrington in a 2-1 loss at West 
Ham. 

Among his colleagues that day 
were Dell legends such as Matt Le 
Tissier. Jason Dodd and Francis Be- 
nali. 

All these years on, long after those 
three luminaries have hung up their 
competitive boots Matt Oakley is 
still playing. 

Turning 39 later this month, Oak¬ 
ley is just four games short of cele¬ 
brating his 600th league appearance. 

Of those, 262 were made for Saints 
between his debut in 1995 and his de¬ 
parture to Derby County in the sum¬ 
mer of 2006. 

Since 2012, Oakley has been play¬ 
ing in League 2 for Exeter City. 

Despite his advancing years, he 
still made 28 appearances in all com¬ 
petitions last season and has been 
involved in pre-season friendlies in 
recent weeks. 

Exeter boss Paul Tisdale, a former 
Saints colleague of Oakley back 
in the mid 1990s, used three other 
former Saints last term - Danny 
Butterfield, Lee Holmes and Arron 
Davies. 

Butterfield and Holmes remain, 
but Davies was released in the sum¬ 
mer. 

Holmes was voted Exeter’s player 
of the season in 2015/16, his first full 
campaign in Devon after being re¬ 
leased by Preston North End. 

His four years at St Mary’s - 2008- 
2012 - were wrecked by injuries, but 
he returned to St Mary’s last May to 
remind Saints fans what he is capa¬ 
ble of by scoring twice in Kelvin Da¬ 
vis’ testimonial. 

Tisdale has recruited another ex- 
Saint in midfielder Lloyd James, 
who arrived on a free after being re¬ 
leased by Leyton Orient. 

James played for Saints in the 2005 
FA Youth Cup final loss to Ipswich, 
alongside the likes of Theo Walcott, 
Adam Lallana, David McGoldrick 
and Martin Cranie. 

He made his Saints breakthrough 
in the miserable 2008/09 Champion¬ 
ship relegation season, but was sur¬ 
prisingly released by the club at the 
end of the following campaign. 

Elsewhere in League 2, Ryan Tafa- 
zolli was released by Saints in 2011 
and subsequently took a year away 
from the game. 

Tafazolli’s only taste of first-team 
football during his time at St Mary’s 
came across two loan spells at Salis¬ 
bury City 

Injury restricted the defender to 
five appearances during his first 
year at Field Mill, as Mansfield won 
promotion out of the Conference 
Premier, but Tafazolli has since 


become a mainstay in heart of the 
Stags’ defence. 

Striker Jonathan Forte only scored 
twice for Saints in three years with 
the club. 

They were vital goals, though - 
helping Nigel Adkins’ men to come 
from 2-0 down to beat MK Dons 3-2 
en route to third tier promotion in 
April 2011. 


Forte, released by Saints in 2014, 
enjoyed a prolific season with Old¬ 
ham in 2014/15 but returned to Notts 
County on a permanent deal this 
summer. The player had previously 
spent three loan spells at Meadow 
Lane. 

Ex-Saints midfielder Richard 
Chaplow was a regular in the Don¬ 
caster Rovers side which was rel¬ 


egated to the fourth tier at the end 
of 2015/16. 

The 33-year-old subsequently ex¬ 
ercised a clause in his contract to 
leave Rovers following their relega¬ 
tion. 

He recently tweeted to say he was 
moving to America, after a trial 
with Bury failed to result in a con¬ 
tract offer. 


Meet the 

record 

signings 

FOLLOWING Manchester 
City’s signing of Leroy Sane 
for a fee understood to be 
£37million, here the Sports 
Pink looks at the club’s 
record signings. 

Kevin De Bruyne (From 
Wolfsburg, £54million, 2015) 

Few would have expected 
the Belgian to command such 
a fee after he left Chelsea for 
just £18million a year earlier, 
but the playmaker justified 
the price with an impressive 
first season at City. After 
playing just three league 
games for Chelsea, he scored 
16 times in 34 starts for City 
in 2015/16 plus seven as a 
sub. 

Raheem Sterling (Liverpool, 
£44million, 2015) 

Bought for a fee that could 
rise to £49million, the 
England international has 
something to prove after an 
injury-hit first campaign at the 
Etihad Stadium and an 
underwhelming Euro 2016. 
Scored six league goals in 23 
starts last term plus eight off 
the bench - half of the goals 
coming in a 5-1 home win 
over AFC Bournemouth. 

Eliaquim Mangala (Porto, 
£42million, 2014) 

The Frenchman’s future has 
been the subject of 
speculation after two largely 
disappointing seasons since 
his arrival, during which he 
has appeared in 47 league 
games. 

Sergio Aguero (Atletico 
Madrid, £38million, 2011) 

The prolific Argentinian has 
been one of the key figures in 
City’s recent successes and 
has netted 136 times in his 
five seasons in Manchester. 
Famously scored the injury 
time winner when City won 
their first Premier League 
title in May 2012. 

Leroy Sane (Schalke, 
£37million, 2016) 

Rated as one of Europe’s 
top emerging talents, the 
20-year-old Germany 
international could become a 
key figure as the club moves 
forward under Guardiola. 

Last season he scored eight 
goals in 33 Bundesliga games 
-10 of which were as a sub - 
and played alongside new 
Saints signing Pierre 
Hojbjerg, who was on loan 
from Bayern Munich. 



Sergio Aguero, left. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 48,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I miQC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I 1 II II I • 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V Dnzfi.1. ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ i fl 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number S30 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
S Amey, Eastleigh, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


B Ackroyd 
B Baker 
P Balcombe 
A Bundy 
I Chandler 
I Clark 
M Cohen 
J Denham 
D Hall 
E Houston 


Winchester, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Netley Abbey, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Chandlers Ford, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


L James 
A Lewis 
P Macklin 
M Matthews 
M Mills 
KMurtagh 
J Pearce 
J Reynolds 
S Smith 
EWhitcher 


Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Wokingham, Berks 
North Baddesley, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
North Baddesley, Hants 
Chandlers Ford, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
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Pain strengthens 
Hughton resolve 


by Lenny Miller 


CHRIS HUGHTON is 
determined to make up for the 
agony of missing out on 
promotion last season. 

The Seagulls’ haul of 89 
points was their highest tally in 
the second tier, but they missed 
out on a top-two finish on goal 
difference, before a 
combination of injuries and a 
hatful of wasted chances saw 
them crash out in the play-off 
semi-finals to Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

But Hughton, who initially 
saved Brighton from relegation 
when appointed in December 
2014, is not about to let that 
painful experience affect this 
season’s preparations. 

“I was involved with a team 


that has made great progress 
and come very close, and now 
I’m really excited about the 
challenges of next season,” said 
Hughton after being handed a 
new contract and named 
Championship 
manager of the 
season. 

“We will 
make sure that 
the massive 
disappointment 
that everyone 
felt after such a 
good campaign 
acts as our motivation 
for next season.” 

The former Birmingham and 
Newcastle boss certainly isn’t 
hanging around in shaping his 
new squad, with club captain 
Gordon Greer and veteran 


striker Bobby Zamora two of 
five first-team players released. 
Inigo Calderon, Andrew Crofts 
and Adam Chicksen have also 
flown the Seagulls’ nest. 
Hughton told 
Brighton’s official 
website: “It never 
gets any easier to 
make these 
decisions, or to 
deliver the news 
to players. 

“In the case of 
Gordon and 
Calde, there is the 
added factor of their 
standing with the club. 

They are our two longest- 
serving players, and have each 
achieved so much.” 

Last season’s loan star Steve 
Sidwell, however, has agreed a 


one-year deal, while eyebrows 
were raised when Glenn 
Murray returned to the club on 
a loan deal from Bournemouth. 

Murray left the Seagulls to 
join arch rivals Crystal Palace 
in 2011 and duly scored against 
them in their first League defeat 
at the Amex Stadium. 

His 30 goals helped fire 
Palace into the Premier League 
the following season, with the 
south Londoners flourishing 
ever since, but old wounds will 
be healed if he can replicate 
that form in his second spell. 

The Brighton boss added: 
“Everyone at the club, and the 
supporters, know what Glenn 
will offer us. He is a real 
attacking presence who can 
lead the line, and his goal 
record speaks for itself.” 




Steve Sidwell has returned to the Seagulls’ nest 


Akins commits 
to Albion cause 

BURTON ALBION’S 
chances of survival 
have been boosted by 
forward Lucas Akins 
signing a new two-year 
extension. 

Akins, 27, the 
Brewers’ top scorer for 
the past two years, 
fired 12 goals in 48 
appearances for Nigel 
Clough’s side last term. 

“It’s great that Lucas 
has decided to stay 
with us,” said Clough. 

“He 

attracted 
interest 
from other 
clubs, 
having 
played an 
important 
role in the 
back-to-back 
promotions as well as 
being the top scorer for 
the last two seasons. 

“His ability to play in 
several positions will be 
a big help.” 

Akins, inset, said: “I’m 
delighted to have 
committed to Burton 
again - many good 
things have happened 
in my time here. 

“We are lucky to 
have a manager with 
experience at this level, 
so, in that respect, we 
are one step ahead.” 



me s ikes team 
spirit at the iPro 


Pearson looks to Leicester blueprint 


by Dan Hughes 


NEW Derby manager Nigel 
Pearson is looking to replicate 
the same camaraderie he helped 
foster at Leicester City. 

Pearson is acutely aware he 
put the building blocks in place 
for Leicester to win the Premier 
League last season, with the 
Foxes’ formidable team spirit 
forged in their Championship¬ 
winning campaign of 2013-14 
and their great escape the 
following year. 

“You look at them as a group 
of players, their togetherness 
and spirit shines out like a 
beacon. You don’t get that 
overnight,” said the former 
Sheffield Wednesday and 
Middlesbrough defender. 

“I build things and one of the 
things you need is enough 
short-term success to allow you 
to build things. Things don’t 
happen overnight. Leicester is a 
good example of that. 

“Now I’ve got a new job, a 
big challenge, and here there is 
an emphasis on developing the 
whole of the football club. 

“Ultimately though, the aim 
is promotion. We have to get in 


the Premier League first but, of 
course, we would like to follow 
the path of Leicester’s success.” 

The 52-year-old was sacked 
by Leicester last June, despite 
engineering a remarkable 
escape from relegation, having 
won two promotions. 

Both Aston Villa and Fulham 
attempted to persuade Pearson 
back into management, but it 
was Derby who convinced him 
to take over at the iPro Stadium. 

Just like his predecessors 
Steve McClaren, Paul Clement 
and Darren Wassail, Pearson 
will try to fulfil the club’s remit 
of ending what is now an 
eight-year absence from the 
top flight. 

Speaking at his unveiling, 
Pearson said: “It was important 
for me to start again at a club 
where the fit was right for me 
and where I felt it was right for 
me to be back in management, 
where I could have the best 
chance of succeeding. 

“The foundations are in place 
for the Premier League, not just 
the squad, but the infrastructure. 
I’m not going to talk about 
timescales, but that’s what 
we want to achieve 




Swans duo make 
Monk pilgrimage 


/ build things 
and one of the 
things you need 
is enough short¬ 
term success to 
allow you to 
build things 

- Nigel Pearson 


NEW Leeds manager Garry 
Monk has wasted little time 
in making use of his Swansea 
connections by acquiring the 
services of Kyle Bartley and 
Matt Grimes. 

Both players have moved 
from South Wales on a 
season-long loan to link up 
with their former boss and, 
for 25-year-old defender 
Bartley, it was a simple choice. 

“When I found out Leeds 
were interested, it was 
something I was really 
looking forward to,” Bartley 
told the club’s official website. 

“There were a few other 
teams interested, but as soon 
as I spoke to the gaffer, I told 
my agent that this was the 
only club for me. With the 
history of the club and how 


big the club is, it was a 
no-brainer. 

“I want to come here and 
play week-in, week-out in 
what we hope will be a really 
successful season.” 

England Under-21 
international Grimes echoed 
those sentiments, saying: “It’s 
a great feeling. It’s such a big 
club and we’re looking to 
have a really strong season. 

“I’m really excited to come 
here and play football. 
Coming here gives me a really 
good chance to do that at a 
high level. 

“Garry Monk and 
(assistant) Pep Clotet were 
really good to me at Swansea. 
They helped me and nurtured 
me, so it will be great to work 
with them again.” 



Wagner: Bring on the big boys! 

HUDDERSFIELD head coach David Wagner said his 
wishes had come true after the 2016-17 fixture list 
handed his side early games against Aston Villa, 
Newcastle and Leeds. 

“I like the fixtures! They make the new season feel 
closer,” said Wagner. “You always have to accept what 
you get, but my wish was to get the big names at the 
beginning of the season.” 

Wagner said his recruitment drive was still on-going 
after adding Rajiv van La Parra, Michael Hefele, Chris 
Loewe, Joel Coleman, Christopher Schindler, Ivan 

Paurevic, Jack Payne and Kasey Palmer to his squad. 
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From Barca to Burton 
for Roberto and Rafa 



Roberto Di Matteo won the FA Cup and Champions League with Chelsea Rafael Benitez took Liverpool to European glory in 2005 

Champions League winners set for life in the Championship 


by Andy Sims 


PITTING their wits against the 
likes of Barcelona, Bayern 
Munich and the rest of the 
cream of Europe will be a 
distant memory for Rafael 
Benitez and Roberto Di Matteo 
when they head to Burton and 
Barnsley this coming season. 

Benitez, who tasted 
Champions League success 
with Liverpool, will be bidding 
to guide Newcastle back to the 
top flight at the first attempt, 
while Di Matteo, a European 
Cup winner while in charge of 
Chelsea, is the man tasked with 
taking Aston Villa back up. 

Spaniard Benitez, one of 11 
nationalities in a league with a 
distinctly continental flavour 
for the first post-Brexit season, 
arrived too late to save 
Newcastle from relegation last 
term. But the former Real 
Madrid and Inter Milan chief, 
who also has Europa League, 
Super Cup, Club World Cup, 


FA Cup and La Liga titles to his 
name, agreed to stay on 
amongst the muck and nettles 
of the Championship. 

The Magpies look like they 
mean business as well, having 
persuaded Bournemouth’s classy 
winger Matt Ritchie and Crystal 
Palace striker Dwight Gayle to 
drop down a division to 
spearhead their promotion bid. 

And while they appear in 
good shape to make an 
immediate return to the Premier 
League, life could prove a lot 
tougher for Di Matteo. 

The former Italy 
international has inherited a 
club which was in total 
meltdown as they slumped out 
of the top flight with barely a 
whimper, and needs to 
offload players who will be 
forever associated with that 
malaise such as Gabby 
Agbonlahor, Joleon Lescott 
and Leandro Bacuna. 

Unfortunately, potential 
suitors are not yet hammering 


the door down at Villa Park and 
trying to finish above city rivals 
Birmingham is likely to be the 
sum total of their ambition 
towards the end of the season. 

Of the clubs with aspirations 
of promotion - and as usual 
there are about 20 - Sheffield 
Wednesday, under their very 
own Portu-geezer 
Carlos Carvalhal, could be the 
side to follow Newcastle up 
having been pipped by Hull in 
the play-off final last term. 

Scot Alex Neil will be 
hoping relegated Norwich’s 
yo-yo is pointing upwards 
again and Brighton look primed 
for another challenge under 
Chris Hughton. 

If former Leicester boss 
Nigel Pearson has invested in 
some cough sweets he could be 
the man to take perennial 
chokers Derby over the finish 
line for a change. 

Those hunting for a surprise 
package could do worse than 
Huddersfield, who are building 


an attractive side under David 
Wagner (inset), while 
Serbian Slavisa Jokanovic may 
have struggled to get a tune out 
of Fulham at the back end of 
last season, but he is a previous 
course-and-distance winner 
with Watford. 

Another former 
Champions League 
winner, Jaap Stam, 
will be expected to 
push for promotion 
with Reading, but his 
prospects appear 
about as slim as 
those of fellow 
Dutchman 
Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, 
whose 

QPR side look 
every bit as 
mediocre as ^ 
last term’s 
12th- ^ 

placed 

finish j I 
suggests. J 



Frenchman Philippe Montanier 
faces a difficult task at 
Nottingham Forest, while there 
is unlikely to be a fairytale for 
Welsh bosses Paul Trollope and 
Kenny Jackett at Cardiff and 
Wolves respectively, despite the 
latter’s recent takeover. 

Pearson aside, the English 
contingent look destined to 
fill the bottom half of the 
table. Gary Rowett’s 
Birmingham, Paul 
Heckingbottom at 
,, Barnsley, Nigel 

Clough’s Burton, 
Dean Smith’s 
Brentford, Lee 
Johnson at Bristol 
City, Simon 
Grayson’s Preston 
and Alan Stubbs 
at Rotherham are 
likely to struggle 
along with 
Leeds, whose 
manager, at the 
time of writing, 
is Garry Monk. 


New boss Zenga 
given a torrid 

WALTER ZENGA’S reign 
as Wolves manager got 
off to a disappointing 
start as they were 
thrashed 4-0 by 
Swansea in a pre-season 
friendly at Molineux. 

The Italian, who 
replaced Kenny Jackett, 
saw his side fall behind 
to Wayne Routledge’s 
goal after 12 minutes. 

Routledge, Kyle 
Naughton and Oliver 
McBurnie then struck 
after the break to 
highlight the size of the 
task facing Zenga. 

The former Inter Milan 
player brings a wealth of 
experience to the club 
following time in charge 
of clubs such as Steaua 
Bucharest, Red Star 
Belgrade and Sampdoria. 

Stam out to leave 
stamp on Royals 

IF Jaap Stam’s career as 
a manager is half as 
glittering as his playing 
one, then Reading may 
have just acquired the 
coup of the summer. 

The ex-Manchester 
United defender, who 
won the Champions 
League as well as 
various domestic titles 
in Holland, England and 
Italy, takes on his first 
managerial job, having 
picked up extensive 
coaching experience at 
FC Zwolle and Ajax. 

The Dutchman said at 
his unveiling: “Reading 
are very ambitious, like I 
am. They want to go 
back to the Premier 
League and, eventually, I 
want to do that as well.” 

Wallace staying 
on at Wednesday 

ROSS WALLACE will 
continue to supply 
Sheffield Wednesday’s 
fearsome frontline after 
signing a new contract. 

Wallace, who played a 
key role as the Owls 
reached the play-offs 
last season, will provide 
the creative spark 
alongside Barry Bannan, 
from which the likes of 
Fernando Forestieri, 

Gary Hooper and new 
signing Steven Fletcher 
will benefit from. 

“We had a great 
season and there were 
some great moments for 
me. I am delighted to be 
extending my stay,” said 
the 31-year-old, who was 
released by Burnley last 
summer. 


ENHANCED ODDS ON THE BIG MATCHES 

A Iti 1 I M Download on the [ AVAILABLE 

nill.COm jl AppStore | ON android 


I STOPS 

gambleaware.co.uk © 


WHEN THE 


William Hill rules apply. Over 18s only. FOR ADVICE & INFORMATION VISIT WWW.GAMBLEAWARE.CO.LIK. NATIONAL GAMBLING HELPLINE 0808 8020 133. 







































20 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, August 6,2016 


Championship: Team-by-team guide 


ASTON VILLA 


Manager: Roberto Di Matteo (inset) 


Position last season: 

20th (Prem Lg) 

Nickname: 

Villans 

Ground: 

Villa Park (42,660) 

Key man: 

Tommy Elphick 

Players In: Tommy Elphick, Pierluigi 

Gollini, Aaron Tshibola. 


AVFC 


Players Out: Charles N’Zogbia, Kieran 
Richardson, Callum Robinson, Jose 
Crespo, Lewis Kinsella, Janoi Donacien, 
Benjamin Siegrist, Charlie Bannister, 
Joshua Webb, Kodi Lyons-Foster. 


Chances: Much will 
depend on the turnover 
of players at Villa Park 
and how the club adapts 
to being out of the top 
flight for the first time in almost 30 years 
- Villa will be a prize scalp. 

Di Matteo knows the division, 
having got West Brom 
promoted in 2010, while 
m, new signings Elphick and 

Jp Tshibola also have 

Championship know-how 
and are shrewd 
additions. 



BARNSLEY 


Manager: 


Paul Heckingbottom 


Position last season: 

6th (LI) 

Nickname: 

Reds 

Ground: 

Oakwell (23,287) 

Key man: 

Adam Hammill 

Players In: Kayden Jackson, Stefan 

Payne, Andy Yiadom, George Moncur 
(inset), Elliot Lee, Tom Bradshaw, Elliot 
Kebbie, Dylan Mottley-Henry. 


Players Out: Jak McCourt, George 
Smith, George Willaims, George Maris, 
Harry White, Paul Digby, Otis Khan. 


Chances: Barnsley 
finished last season on 
the crest of a wave, 
losing just three 
matches after 
Christmas on their way 
to winning the 
Johnstone’s Paint 
Trophy and promotion. 
Heckingbottom, now 
permanent manager, 
will look to carry on that 
momentum and he has 
recruited well so far 
this summer. 



BIRMINGHAM CITY 


Manager: 


Gary Rowett 


Position last season: 


10th 


Blues 


St Andrew’s (30,016) 


Key man: Clayton Donaldson (inset) 


Players In: James Vaughan, Jack 
Storer, Robert Tesche. 


Players Out: Mitch Hancox, Mark Duffy, 
Wes Thomas, David Edgar, Lee Novak, 
Neal Eardley, Emmanuel Mbende. 


Chances: After 
stabilising a sinking ship 
during his first season in 
charge, Rowett laid 
some solid foundations 
on which to build in his 
first full campaign. 
Following successive 
lOth-placed finishes, 
the Blues should 
now be looking to 
mount a play-off 
challenge, but may 
find competition for the 
top six fierce. 



BLACKBURN ROVERS 


Manager: Owen Coyle 

Position last season: 15th 


Chances: Rovers start a 
fifth straight campaign 
outside the top flight 
with optimism in short 



Ewood Park (31,367) 


Key man: 


Shane Duffy (inset) 


Players In: Anthony Stokes, Stephen 
Hendrie, Danny Graham, Liam Feeney, 
Jack Byrne. 


Players Out: Tommy Spurr, Chris Brown, 
Matt Kilgallon, Chris Taylor, Lee 
Williamson, Nathan Delfouneso, Simon 
Eastwood, Simeon Jackson, Grant Hanley. 


supply. Paul Lambert left because of a 
perceived lack of ambition and Owen 
Coyle’s appointment did 
not appease supporters. 
i A top-half finish must 
still be the aim, though, 
with Danny Graham 
I Anthony Stokes 
capable of filling 

/V' *%| the Jordan 

} Rhodes void. 



BRENTFORD 


Manager: 


Position last season: 



Griffin Park (12,300) 


Key man: 


Scott Hogan (inset) 


Players In: Romaine Sawyers, John 
Egan, Dan Bentley, Justin Shaibu. 


Players Out: Jack O’Connell, 
Jake Bidwell, Daniel 
O’Shaughnessy, Mark Smith, 
Courtney Senior, Aaron Greene, 
Audrius Laucys, Nik Tzanev. 


Chances: Brentford 
finished last season 
strongly, winning seven 
of their last nine 
matches, and Smith, in his first full 
season in charge, will hope to carry that 
- _ momentum into the new 

, campaign. The 
acquisition of 
highly-rated goalkeeper 
Bentley and attacking 
midfielder Sawyers could 
make the Bees 
k play-off 
contenders. 



BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION 


Manager: 


Chris Hughton 


Position last season: 3rd 

Nickname: 

The Seagulls 

Ground: 

Amex Stadium (30,250) 

Key man: 

Anthony Knockaert 

Players In: Glenn Murray, Ben Hall, ^ 
Steve Sidwell (inset), Tyler 

Hornby-Forbes. 




Players Out: Glen Rea, Gordon 
Greer, Bobby Zamora, Inigo 
Calderon, Andrew Crofts, 
Adam Chicksen. 



Chances: Something of 
a surprise package last 
season, Brighton 
agonisingly missed out 
on automatic promotion on goal 
difference on the final day of the 
^ campaign, before failing in the 

play-offs for the third time in four 
years against Sheffield 
Wednesday. Re-signing Murray 
V ar| d getting Sidwell to stay are 
| good moves by Hughton and, if 
Albion can keep hold of 
Knockaert, they should 
challenge again. 


BRISTOL CITY 


Manager: 

Lee Johnson 

Position last season: 18th 

Nickname: 

Robins 

Ground: 

Ashton Gate (16,600) 

Key man: 

Aden Flint (inset) 


Players In: Johnny Smith, Josh 
Brownhill, Gary O’Neil, Diego De 
Girolamo, Hordur Magnusson, Lee 
Tomlin, Kodi Lyons-Foster, Shabazz 
Omofe, Jack Challis. 


Players Out: Scott Wagstaff, Adam 
El-Abd, Karleigh Osborne. 


Chances: City made an 
unsteady start to life 
back in the 
Championship last 
season, but found their 
groove during the second 
half of the campaign 
and stayed up 
comfortably in the end. 
Johnson will want 
improvement in his first 
full season in charge 
and his 

recruitment so 
far bodes well. 



BURTON ALBION 


Manager: 


Nigel Clough 


Position last season: 


2nd (LI) 


The Brewers 



Pirelli Stadium (6,912) 


Key man: 


Lucas Akins 


Players In: Ben Turner, Kyle McFadzean 
(inset), Jackson Irvine, Chris O’Grady, 
Lloyd Dyer, Lee Williamson. 


Players Out: Robbie Weir, George Taft, 
Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, Tim Thiele, 
Sam Austin, Dean Lyness, Anthony 
O’Connor, Darius Charles. 


Chances: Just reaching 
the Championship for 
the first time in the 
club’s relatively short 
history is remarkable, 
although they rather limped towards 
second place in League One. 
Albion are not there merely to 
make up the numbers, but 
survival and remaining in the 
second tier for another season 
^would surpass anything 
achieved so far. Much 
will depend on 
Clough’s recruitment. 


— se 


CARDIFF CITY 


Manager: 


Paul Trollope 


Position last season: 


Nickname: Bluebirds 

Ground: Cardiff City Stadium (33,280) 


Key man: 


David Marshall (inset) 


Players In: Lex Immers, Kenneth Zohore, 
Frederic Gounongbe, Jazz Richards. 


Players Out: Ben Turner, Kenwyne 
Jones, Joe Lewis, Etien Velikonja, Filip 
Kiss, Deji Oshilaja, Eoin Doyle, Jazzi 
Barnum-Bobb, Abdi Noor, Tyler Roche, 
Curtis Watkins. 


Chances: The absence 
of off-field turmoil last 
season coincided with a 
good campaign on the 
pitch for the Bluebirds, 
although the play-offs 
proved just out of reach. 
Trollope has made the 
step up to manager and 
will hope to hit the 
ground running as his side 
look to bridge that 
six-point gap between 
themselves and the 
top six. 


DERBY COUNTY 


Manager: 


Nigel Pearson (inset) 


Position last season: 5th 

Nickname: 

The Rams 

Ground: 

iPro Stadium (33,597) 

Key man: 

Will Hughes 

Players In: 



Players Out: Stephen Warnock, Conor 
Sammon, Ivan Calero, Tom Koblenz, 
Mats Morch, Kwame Thomas, 

Shaquille McDonald, Ryan 
Shotton, Raul Albentosa, Jared 
Bird, James Carvell, Tom Koblenz. 


Chances: Nearly men 
for the past three 
seasons, Derby will 
likely be there or 
thereabouts again come May. The 

difference could prove to be 
the manager as, in Pearson, 
they now have a man who 
has been there and done it 
; Championship with 
Leicester City, 
although some 
fresh faces to the 
squad would be 
welcome. 


- M|i has been 

nor in the Ch 

«A 





Hull City bounced straight back to the Premier League last t 


FULHAM 


Manager: Slavisa Jokanovic 

Position last season: 20th 


The Cottagers 




Craven Cottage (25,700) 


Key man: 


Ross McCormack (inset) 


Players In: Sone Aluko, Floyd Ayite, Michael 
Madl, Denis Odoi, Tomas Kalas, David 
Button, Kevin McDonald, Scott Malone. 


Players Out: Maarten Stekelenburg, 
Moussa Dembele, Shaun Hutchinson, 
Kostas Mitroglou, Alexander Kacaniklic, 
Ben Pringle, Jamie O’Hara. 


Chances: Fulham have 
struggled to adjust to life 
in the Championship 
following their relegation 
from the Premier League 
two years ago, finishing 17th and 20th in 
the second tier. It is hard to see 
them improving much this time 
around and, should prolific 
l striker McCormack follow 
Dembele by heading for 
the exit door before the 
transfer window 
closes, you would 
worry for Fulham. 



HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 


* * * 


Manager: 


David Wagner 


Position last season: 


19th 


Ground: John Smith’s Stadium (24,500) 

Key man: Christopher Schindler 


Players In: Rajiv van La Parra, Michael 
Hefele, Chris Lowe, Kasey Palmer, Luke 
Coddington, Joel Coleman, Ivan Paurevic, 
Jack Payne, Christopher Schindler, Elias 
Kachunga, Aaron Mooy, Jon Gorenc 
Stankovic, Danny Ward. 


Players Out: Ishmael Miller, 

James Vaughan, Karim 
Matmour, Duane Holmes, 

Lloyd Allinson, Joe 
Wilkinson, Ben Holmes, Ed 
Wilczynski, Sam Guthrie, Callum 
Charlton, Joe Wright, William Boyle, 
Joel Lynch. 



Chances: Huddersfield have finished 
19th, 17th, 16th and 19th since winning 
promotion, so their target of a top-half 
finish is a tough challenge for Wagner. 
There has been a high turnover of 
players and they will need to gel. 



ENHANCED ODDS ON THE BIG 
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:erm. Can Newcastle, Aston Villa and Norwich do the same? 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 


Manager: 

Rafa Benitez 

Position last season: 18th (Prem Lg) 

Nickname: 

The Magpies 

Ground: 

St James’ Park (52,405) 

Key man: 

Dwight Gayle 

Players In: Matz Sels, Dwight Gayle, 

Matt Ritchie, Jesus Gamez, Isaac Hayden, 

Grant Hanley. 


Players Out: Ben Pollock, Steven Taylor, 
Jamie Cobain, Papiss Cisse, Andros 
Townsend, Fabricio Coloccini, Georginio 

Wijnaldum. 



Chances: Persuading 
Benitez to stay was a 
huge coup and it is 
no surprise Newcastle 
are the bookmakers’ 
red-hot favourites for 
the title, despite Wijnaldum’s sale to 
Liverpool. Former Real Madrid boss 
Benitez has made some good additions 
to an already strong squad at this level, 
tightening up the defence with Gamez 
and Hanley, and adding creativity in 
Ritchie and goals in Gayle. They will be 
feared and difficult to beat, especially 
at home. 



NORWICH CITY 


Manager: 

Alex Neil 

Position last season: 19th (Prem Lg) 

Nickname: 

The Canaries 

Ground: 

Carrow Road (27,244) 

Key man: 

Steven Naismith (inset) 

Players In: Sergi Canos, Michael 

McGovern. 



Players Out: Jamar Loza, Reiss Awuah, 
Afolabi Coker, Adel Gafaiti, Reece 
Hall-Johnson, Cameron King, Cameron 
Norman, Arinse Uade, Nathan Redmond, 
Gary O’Neil. 



Chances: Norwich 
bounced straight back 
up the last time they 
were relegated in 2014 
and have a good 

chance of repeating the trick with Steven 
Whittaker, Wes Hoolahan, Alex 
Tettey, Michael Turner and 
Jerome all signing new 
deals over the summer. 

Redmond is a loss, but the 
rest of the squad’s 
Championship 
know-how will be 
invaluable. 
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NOTTINGHAM FOREST 


Manager: Philippe Montanier (inset) 


Position last season: 


The Reds 


City Ground (30,603) 


Key man: 


Britt Assombalonga 


Players In: Apostolos Vellios, Thomas 
Lam, Stephen Henderson, Damien 
Perquis, Hildeberto Pereira. 


Players Out: Kelvin Wilson, Robert 
Tesche, Chris Burke, Josh Rees. 


Chances: Assombalonga was 
a huge miss last season for 
Forest. The striker is fit again 
after a serious knee injury 
and the club-record signing’s 
return will be like having 
a new player. Clean 
sheets were a problem 
last season and former 
Real Sociedad boss 
Montanier must 
remedy that if th< 

Reds are to have 
a chance of 
promotion. 



READING 

Manager: 


Jaap Stam 


Position last season: 


Royals 


Madejski Stadium (24,161) 


Key man: 


Oliver Norwood (inset) 


Players In: Danzell Gravenberch, Anssi 
Jaakkola, Joey van den Berg, Joseph 
Mendes, John Swift, Roy Beerens. 


Players Out: Rowan Liburd, Aaron 
Tshibola, Simon Cox, Anton Ferdinand, 
Hal Robson-Kanu. 



Chances: Reading 
finished the season in 
freefall, losing eight of 
their last 12 games. 

Stam will want to 

establish a winning mentality as quickly 
as possible, but such a 
turnaround is required for 
the Royals to be considered 
as top-six contenders again 
and a season of mid-table 
obscurity may beckon in 
the Dutchman’s first 
campaign as a 
manager. 



ROTHERHAM UNITED 


Manager: 

Alan Stubbs 

Position last season: 21st 

Nickname: 

Millers 

Ground: 

New York Stadium (12,021) 

Key man: 

Lee Frecklington (inset) 

Players In: Anthony Forde, Lewis Price, 

Will Vaulks. 



Players Out: Frazer Richardson, Lewis 
Buxton, Danny Collins, Lloyd Doyley, 
Paddy Kenny, Paul Green, Emmanuel 
Ledesma, Jerome Thomas, Luciano 
Becchio, Matt Derbyshire, Leon Best. 


Chances: After 
back-to-back promotions, 

Rotherham have survived 
successive relegation 
battles and will now be 

aiming for a mid-table 
finish. However, the division is 
looking as strong as it has 
ever been and a third fight 
against the drop, as Alan 
Stubbs takes on his first 
managerial post in 
England, beckons 
for the South 
Yorkshire side. 




SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 


Manager: 


Carlos Carvalhal 


Position last season: 
Nickname: 


6th 

Owls 


Hillsborough (39,732) 


Key man: Fernando Forestieri (inset) 


Players In: Steven Fletcher, Jordan 
Thorniley, Charlie Hayford, Jake Kean. 


Players Out: Ryan Croasdale, Brad 
Beatson, Ryan Meadows, Will De 
Havilland, Courtney Wildin, Luke 
Booker, Lewis Price. 



Chances: Losing in the 
play-off final will have 
obviously hurt, but if 
Wednesday can put that 
Wembley heartache 
behind them quickly then 

they will be a force again this 
^ year. Carvalhal has added 
depth to his squad and the 
? acquisition of Fletcher gives 
the Owls one of the most 
feared striking 
quartets in the 
league. 


Mi 


IPSWICH TOWN 


Manager: 

Position last season: 


Mick McCarthy 
7th 


Tractor Boys 



Portman Road (30,311) 


Key man: Daryl Murphy (inset) 


Players In: Adam Webster, 
Paul Digby. 


Players Out: Matt Clarke, Luke 
Varney, Jay Tabb, Josh Yorwerth. 


Chances: Fell just short 
of the play-offs last time 
as a lack of firepower 
perhaps cost them a 
serious promotion tilt 
with Murphy, 27 goals in 2014-15, not 
scoring until November. If McCarthy 
can get him firing straight away and 
maybe add another striker, then the 
Tractor Boys can get back in the top 
six, although competition should be 
even tougher with Newcastle, 
Aston Villa and arch rivals 
Norwich all dropping 
down a division. 


m 
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PRESTON NORTH END 


Manager: Simon Grayson 

Position last season: 11th 

Nickname: The Lilywhites 

Ground: Deepdale (23,404) 

Key man: Bailey Wright 

Players In: Chris Maxwell, Simon 
Makienok, Anders Lindegaard, Eoin 
Doyle, Tommy Spurr, Callum Robinson, 
Ben Pringle (inset). 

Players Out: Neil Kilkenny, Chris 
Kirkland, Andy Little, Kyel Reid, Josh 
Brownhill. 


Chances: A 

commendable 
top-half finish was 
achieved last term by 
a defensively-sound 
team who conceded only 45 times. 
Having scored that exact 
amount, too, Grayson will hope 
they can hit the net more 
often. A fully-fit Jermaine 
Beckford should make a 

difference and another 
top-half finish would 
be seen as a 
decent season. 


WIGAN ATHLETIC 

Manager: Gary Caldwell 

Position last season: 1st (LI) 

Nickname: Latics 

Ground: _DW Stadium (25,138) 

Key man: Will Grigg 

Players In: Stephen Warnock, Alex 
Gilbey, Dan Burn, Kyle Knoyle, Nick 
Powell (inset), Adam Bogdan. 

Players Out: Ryan Jennings, Kevin 
McNaughton, Leon Barnett, Reece 
Wabara, Chris McCann, Louis Robles. 


Chances: After two 
relegations, a promotion 
and an FA Cup triumph 
in four seasons, who 
knows where the Wigan rollercoaster 
will go next. A complete build 
was required after demotion 
to the third tier and boss Gary 
Caldwell pieced that group 
together with a 
Championship return 
in mind. Survival 
is the minimal 
objective. 





LEEDS UNITED 

Manager: Garry Monk (inset) 

Position last season: 13th 

Nickname: Whites 

Ground: Elland Road (39,460) 

Key man: Kemar Roofe 

Players In: Marcus Antonsson, Kyle 
Bartley, Hadi Sacko, Rob Green, Matt 
Grimes, Kemar Roofe. 

Players Out: Mirco Antenucci, Tom 
Lyman, Robbie McDaid, Jake Skelton, 
Lewis Walters, Scott Wootton, 

Casper Sloth, Lewis Cook. 


Chances: With seven 
managers in just over 
two years, Leeds need 
stability. In Monk they 
have a capable boss, but 
he must be given time by 

owner Massimo Cellino. If 
he is then Leeds could 
prosper and we might 
be talking about the 
club’s football, rather 
than the off-field 
circus we have 
become 
accustomed to. 






QUEENS PARK RANGERS 


Manager: Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink 

Position last season: 12th 

Nickname: The Hoops 

Ground: Loftus Road (18,439) 

Key man: Conor Washington (inset) 

Players In: Jake Bidwell, Ariel Borysiuk, 
Joel Lynch, Jordan Cousins, 

Christopher Paul. 

Players Out: Oscar Gobern, Yun 
Suk-Young, Samba Diakite, Armand 
Traore, Alejandro Faurlin, Clint Hill, 

Robert Green, Leroy Fer, Matt Phillips. 


Chances: Hasselbaink 
took over in 
December and QPR 
drew 13 of his 27 
matches in charge. If 
the Dutchman can figure out 
how to turn some of 
those into wins 
and spend some 
of the money 
wisely from the 
sales of Phillips and 
Fer, then the Hoops 
can challenge for the 
play-offs. 


WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 


Manager: 


Walter Zenga 


Position last season: 
Nickname: 


14th 

Wolves 



Molineux (31,700) 
Key man: Nouha Dicko (inset) 

Players In: Andy Lonergan. 

Players Out: Zeli Ismail, Liam McAlinden, 
Aaron McCarey, Bjorn Sigurdarson, 

Razak Boukari and Tommy Rowe. 



Chances: It was a 

disappointing campaign 
all round last season at 
Molineux with Dicko’s 
serious knee injury in August setting the 
tone. Wolves missed his goals 
and if he can be fit and raring 
to go for the big kick-off 
then it will be such a boost 
for the club. With new 
ownership at the helm in the 
form of Fosun International 
and a new manager, the 
play-offs may not be 
SL beyond them. 
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Bolton is a dub which has got the 
platform ready to go forward again 

- Phil Parkinson 


Size doesn’t 

Bolton and Charlton need to 
learn lessons of fallen giants 


Jones delight for 
Dons boss Ardley 

FORMER Wimbledon 
midfielder Vinnie Jones 
is delighted to see old 
team-mate Neal Ardley 
succeed with AFC 
Wimbledon. 

Five years after the 
new club reached the 
English Football League 
they will embark on a 
maiden campaign in 
League One after 
Ardley led them to a 
2-0 play-off final win 
over Plymouth at 
Wembley. 

Jones said: “Neal has 
done a fantastic job. I 
gave them back my FA 
Cup medal a couple of 
years ago to give them 
a bit of history. 

“It is all about the new 
era, but it is important 
to have the legacy. All 
great teams have great 
history. This is the start 
of a journey.” 


by Lenny Miller 


BOLTON and Charlton are the 
latest big hitters to fall into the 
third tier, but history or size is 
no guarantee of bouncing back, 
as Sheffield United and 
Coventry City can testify to. 

The Blades and Sky Blues 
have stagnated in this division 
for five and four seasons 
respectively, and financial 
difficulty for Coventry looked 
for a long time as if it would 
lead to another relegation. 

Bolton will be wary of going 
down that path after financial 
ruin contributed to them 
finishing bottom of the 
Championship last season. 

The Trotters - now under 
new ownership - have, 
however, prised manager Phil 
Parkinson from Bradford to 
help stabilise the club. 


Parkinson led Bradford to 
promotion from League Two 
via the play-offs in 2013, three 
months after steering them to 
the Capital One Cup final. 

He told Bolton’s YouTube 
channel: “I think, personally, it 
was a fresh challenge. 

“I had been at Bradford 
nearly five years and enjoyed 
every minute of that, but when 
the opportunity came to speak 
to Bolton I just thought it’s a 
club which has got the platform 
ready to go forward again.” 

In south-east London, 

Russell Slade became the sixth 
managerial appointment of 
Charlton owner Roland 
Duchatelet’s two-and-a-half- 
year reign, but first domestic 


recruit. Charlton need some 
success to regain the trust of 
their deeply-unhappy fans, who 
have protested against the 
club’s hierarchy and who have 
watched Nick Pope, Johann 
Berg Gudmundsson and Jordan 
Cousins all leave this summer, 
although the arrival of Nicky 
Ajose from Swindon is a 
statement of intent. 

Belgians Duchatelet and 
chief executive Katrien Meire 
have been the main targets of 
their criticism, but Slade, 55, 
was unconcerned when asked 
about their track record. 

“I believe in my own ability 
in the first instance,” he said. 

“I thought it was a good 
opportunity to come to a club 


matter! 


that maybe had lost its way, but 
for me to get it back on its feet 
in the right direction. We’re 
looking to achieve promotion. 

There’s an awful lot to be done, 
but we’re looking forward to it.” 

Chris Wilder was the 
Addicks’ first choice, but he 
opted for Sheffield United after 
guiding financially stricken 
Northampton to an unlikely 
promotion from League Two. 

Wilder became the Blades’ 
ninth manager in as many years 
in May and immediately 
wielded the axe, so a period of 
transition is inevitable. 

The club’s former defender 
- and Blades fan - has, 
however, vowed to get 
suffering fans back onside. 

He said: “People know my 
connection with the club and I 
want Bramall Lane to return to Charlton have snapped up 

being an intimidating place.” prolific striker Nicky Ajose 



ron 


by Dan Hughes 


IF Scunthorpe start the new 
campaign as they finished the 
last one, they will be among the 
frontru nn ers for automatic 
promotion. 

The Iron lost just three times 
since the turn of the year under 
Graham Alexander, winning all 
of their final six matches, only 
to agonisingly miss out on the 
play-offs on goal difference. 

Chairman Peter Swann has 
made no secret of their 
ambition to get back into the 
second tier, and boss Alexander 
has recruited wisely, bringing 
in Josh Morris, Sam Mantom 
and Duane Holmes all on free 
transfers, while also bringing in 
Chris Lucketti as his assistant. 

Alexander worked with 
Morris at former club 
Fleetwood, and told the club’s 
official website upon his 
arrival: “We were looking for 
quality that can improve the 
squad and Josh certainly brings 
that. 

“He’s a player I know really 
well and I had him for roughly 
18 months at Fleetwood 
where he never missed a day’s 
training. 

“He brought great energy to 
the side, scored goals and 
played in a couple of different 








positions for me. It was a 
no-brainer and we approached 
Bradford at the end of last 
season about his availability, 
but obviously with their change 
in managership and so forth 
over the last few weeks, we’ve 
been able to get Josh on board.” 

Mantom, 24, will be hoping 
to go one better than last season 
as he narrowly missed out on 
automatic promotion with 
Walsall. 

He said: “I met up with 
Graham three or four weeks 
ago and we just had a general 
chat and how he wants the 
future to go with me and his 
team. Scunthorpe was the 
perfect fit. 

“It was a big season last 
season. I felt better than ever 
and I’ve got to settle in here 
and get started and I’ll be good 
to go. 

“I made over 40 appearances 
for Walsall last season and 
scored a few goals as well and 
it’d be nice to get Scunthorpe 
into that position. With a 
manager like Graham 
Alexander in charge, I don’t see 
any reason why not.” 

American Holmes, an 
attacking midfielder, moves to 
Glanford Park on a free transfer 
after being released by 

Huddersfield. Graham Alexander links up with Josh Morris (above) again 



Fleet forced into contingency plan 

FLEETWOOD chairman Andy Pilley said the club had 
already received “a number of high profile” applicants 
for the vacant manager’s job following the resignation 
of Steven Pressley. 

Pressley, 42, quit Fleetwood on July 26 after just 
nine months in charge and 11 days before the start of 
the new season. 

Pilley said in a statement: “We know the short 
timescale we are dealing with, but we felt it was better 
to come to an agreement now with Steven rather than 
waiting until two months into the season. 

“Plans are already in place to find his replacement 
and we have already been contacted by a number of 
high profile and very experienced managers.” 


Edinburgh ready 
for second crack 


GILLINGHAM boss Justin 
Edinburgh has put things in 
place to ensure his side can 
last the promotion pace 
this time. 

Gills on course for a great 
season, fighting for the top 
two positions for more than 
half the campaign thanks in 
large part to the 
swashbuckling displays of 
midfield star Bradley Dack, 
but their challenge petered, 
with two wins in their final 15 
games resulting in a ninth- 
placed finish. 

Questions will no doubt be 
asked about how a team who 
looked so good could barely 
win a game from February 
onwards, but Edinburgh has 
brought in some experienced 
professionals who have 
played at a higher level to 
ensure Gills last the distance. 


Former England 
international Paul Konchesky 
is the most travelled of the 
new arrivals, with the 
35-year-old full-back telling 
the club’s website: “Since I 
first spoke to the manager, I 
knew it could be a good place 
for me to play, and I want to 
go places with this club.” 

Scott Wagstaff has also 
come from a higher level of 
football, having been signed 
following his recent release by 
Bristol City. 

Wagstaff echoed 
Konchesky’s sentiments 
about up-and-coming boss 
Edinburgh, saying: “As soon 
as I met the chairman and the 
manager it was a done deal. 

“We’ve got a great group of 
lads here, too - the key thing 
in getting out of this division 
is having a good team spirit.” 
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Tommy Rowe has joined Rovers after impressing on loan 


own on 






by Dan Hughes 


CHELTENHAM TOWN 
manager Gary Johnson believes 
his players can push for 
back-to-back promotions. 

The Robins made an 
immediate return to the 
Football League last season, 
securing promotion as National 
League champions, ending 
their campaign with an 
impressive 101 points, 
scoring 87 times. 

Reason enough, then, to 
believe Cheltenham can 
follow in the footsteps of 
Carlisle, Crawley, 

Stevenage and, most 
recently, Bristol Rovers, 
who have 
previously made 
the step up 
from 

Conference 


level to League One in the 
space of two seasons. 

Johnson, inset, himself 
nearly claimed consecutive 
promotions from League One 
to the Premier League while 
manager of Bristol City, only to 
be defeated by Hull City in the 
play-off final in 2008. 

He told the club’s official 
website: “We’ve got to 
believe we can 
compete at this 
level in the same 
way we competed 
last year. 

“I really 
believe we can 
push for 

promotion out of 
this league 
despite 
teams 
being 
around 
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Doncaster have handed Ferguson the tools 
for the job with some impressive signings 


Ferguson focus 
on Rovers return 


by Andy Sims 


DARREN FERGUSON will 
have his sights set on the fourth 
promotion of his career with 
Doncaster in League Two. 

Rovers were relegated last 
season but, if their summer 
spending is anything to go by, 
they are clearly intent on 
making their stay in the 
basement division a short one. 

The board have handed 
Ferguson the tools for the job 
with some impressive 
recruitment, led by the 
permanent arrival of midfielder 
Tommy Rowe from Wolves 
following a successful loan 
stint. 

Mathieu Baudry looks an 
inspired signing at the back 
after turning down a new 
contract with Leyton Orient, 
while John Marquis, brought in 
from Millwall, has plenty of 
goals in him at this level. 

Ferguson, who won 
promotion three times with 
Peterborough, will therefore be 
expected to mount a serious 
challenge on the top two and 


Doncaster factfile 

Manager: 

Darren Ferguson 

Position last season: 21st (LI) 

Nickname: 

Rovers 

Ground: 

Keepmoat Stadium 
(33,280) 

Key man: 

John Marquis 


Players In: Tommy Rowe, Matty Blair, 
Ross Etheridge, Mathieu Baudry, Joe 
Wright, Gary McSheffrey, Tyler 
Garrett, John Marquis, Riccardo 
Calder. 

Players Out: Thorsten Stuckmann, 
Dany N’Guessan, Gary MacKenzie, 
Billy Whitehouse, Nathan Tyson, 
Curtis Main, Richard Chaplow. 


guide Rovers back up at the 
first attempt. 

Their main rivals are likely 
to be Portsmouth - although the 
Fratton Park side have been 
promotion favourites for the 
last three seasons and faltered 
each time. 

Paul Cook’s side did at least 
make the play-offs last term, 
before losing out to Plymouth 
in the semi-finals. Cook, a 
League Two title winner with 



oa 




that are giving it a right go such 
as Doncaster, Orient, Luton and 
Portsmouth.” 

Grimsby also came up from 
the Conference last term via the 
play-offs, and may have similar 
aspirations, having been second 
and third tier regulars through 
the Ninenties and early 2000s. 

But while Cheltenham have 
kept faith in the players that got 
them up, as well as recruiting 
defenders James Jennings and 
Daniel O’Shaughnessy, 
Mariners boss Paul Hurst has 
completely overhauled his 
squad, with National League 
top scorer Padraig Amond, who 
has signed for Hartlepool, the 
biggest void to fill. 

A total of 14 players have 
left the club, with Omar Bogle 
the only recognised striker at 
Hurst’s disposal. The manager 
said: “We’ve just got to keep 


w 

We’ve got to 
believe we can 
compete at this 
level in the same 
way we did last 
year 

- Gary Johnson 

working at it. It’s been a slow 
procedure and a frustrating 
one as well - for me, the fans 
and the players. 

“You never know - all it 
takes is one phone call and then 
the situation changes quickly.” 


Chesterfield, has brought in 
high-profile signings such 
as Milan Lalkovic and Carl 
Baker, from Walsall and MK 
Dons respectively, in a bid to 
ensure the south-coast club get 
over the line this time. 

The off-field shenanigans at 
Leyton Orient seem to have 
subsided for the moment and 
boss Andy Hessenthaler has 
also been busy this summer. 

With eight new signings in 
the bag, including former Aston 
Villa striker Jordan Bowery and 
Oldham midfielder Liam Kelly, 
hopes are high for at least a 
play-off place at Brisbane Road. 

Plymouth, beaten play-off 
finalists last season, also have a 
new-look squad with no fewer 
than 12 summer arrivals. 

Forward David Goodwillie, 
once likened to a young Wayne 
Rooney when he joined 
Blackburn for £2million, is 
back down south following two 
seasons in Scotland and has 
impressed in pre-season, 
raising hopes that the Green 
Army could enjoy another 
successful campaign. Luton’s 


anticipated promotion push 
failed to materialise last term, 
but they have looked a far 
slicker outfit since Nathan 
Jones took over in January and 
should be in the mix this time 
around. 

Grimsby and Cheltenham, 
buoyed by promotion back to 
the Football League, could also 
challenge, while Crewe and 
Colchester will, like Doncaster, 
have aspirations of bouncing 
back from last season’s drop. 

But Blackpool fans - some 
of whom are still boycotting the 
troubled club - are fearful of a 
third straight relegation. 

Manager Gary Bowyer 
seems to have steadied the ship 
on the pitch, but they are still 
lacking in experience, and their 
cause was not helped by having 
to sell their goalkeeper, Colin 
Doyle, to Bradford for £1. 

A tough season also awaits 
Newport, who have lost key 
players in Medy Elito, Alex 
Rodman and top scorer Scott 
Boden, while Morecambe, 
Stevenage and Barnet could 
also find the going tough. 


Derry’s winging it at Cambridge 

WINGERS Piero Mingoia and Medy Elito are expected 
to spark Cambridge’s play-off push as Shaun Derry 
looks to push on in his first full season in charge. 

The arrivals of Mingoia and Elito, from Accrington 
and Newport respectively, plus the return of star 
striker Barry Corr from long-term injury, could make 
the difference. Derry said of Elito: “Medy brings a 
different type of attacking option our way and is one 
I’m sure our fans will enjoy watching next season.” 


Coleman hope 
for McCartan 


SHAY McCARTAN has been 
tasked with firing Accrington 
one step further than last year. 

Stanley overachieved to 
come so close to automatic 
promotion in May, failing 
to beat Stevenage on the 
final day of the regular 
campaign, before 
losing to AFC 
Wimbledon in the 
play-offs. 

McCartan hit the bar in 
the dying seconds against 
Boro, but scored vital goals 
against Hartlepool and 
Plymouth. The loss of young 
stars Josh Windass, inset , and 



Matt Crooks to Rangers will 
hit Stanley hard, but boss 
John Coleman is confident 
McCartan, who has penned a 
two-year contract extension, 
is capable of stepping up. 
“It’s a big year for 
Shay. Josh Windass’ 
form kept Shay from 
playing the position 
he wanted to play in 
and it’s a big chance for 
him,” Coleman told the 
club’s website. 

“I am confident he will 
grab the opportunity with 
both hands. He is capable of 
scoring a lot of goals.” 
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The biggest coup for Newcastle 
was keeping coach Rafael Benitez 


Toon tune-up can see 
Benitez bounce back 


by Dan Hughes 


NEWCASTLE are hot 7-4 
favourites to win the 
Championship title and it’s 
easy to make a case for them 
bouncing back after relegation. 

The biggest coup was 
keeping coach Rafael Benitez, 
who had overseen a vast 
improvement towards the back 
end of last season, but was 
introduced too late in the 
campaign to be able to 
complete a great escape. 

They had a good enough 
squad to do well in the Premier 
League, and Benitez proved 
that during a short period and is 
expected to carry on that form. 

Inevitably they have lost 
players, such as Andros 
Townsend and Papiss Cisse, but 
Toon fans should be encouraged 
by their replacements. 

Winger Matt Ritchie, from 
Bournemouth, and striker 
Dwight Gayle, from Crystal 
Palace, are particularly shrewd 
acquisitions. Ritchie even 


turned down a new contract 
offer from the Cherries, while 
Gayle, despite never being a 
first-choice striker for Palace, 
was their top scorer in all 
competitions in each of the 
three seasons he was there. 

He could score a hatful in the 
Championship if Benitez pairs 
him with a bigger man to play 
off such as Aleksandar Mitrovic. 

But from a betting point 
of view, that 7-4 price - or 8-13 
to get promoted - does 
not appeal. 

Aston Villa are in the midst 
of a huge overhaul, both on and 
off the field, so steer clear of 
their 9-1 quote. Norwich are 
the same price, but more likely 
to contend, with boss Alex Neil 
boasting an enviable record in 
this division when taking the 
Canaries up in 2014-15. They 
are 5-2 to get promoted again. 

The best bet could be 
Brighton at 12-1. They punched 
above their weight last term, 
but a haul of 89 points was an 
incredible effort. They lost just 


five games and can consider 
themselves incredibly unlucky 
not to have gone up. 

Chris Hughton is one of the 
best managers in the division 
and he has kept the bulk of last 
season’s squad, and added 
former striker Glenn Murray. 

With Anthony Knockaert 
pulling the strings, Brighton 
should be up there competing 
again, with the 10-3 available 
on a Seagulls promotion the 
standout bet. 

In the relegation market, I 
don’t give Burton much chance 
of surviving their first season in 
the second tier. 

The Brewers limped over the 
line to get promotion under 
Nigel Clough and, just as MK 
Dons found last season, the 
Brewers will soon realise how 
big a task they have on their 
hands. They are 10-11 to get 
relegated. 

Rotherham will be scrapping 
again, while Blackburn’s slow 
decline may well see them drop 
into the third tier at 5-2. 



Dwight Gayle is 8-1 to win 
the Golden Boot award 


Betting 


Title winner WH 

Newcastle 7-4 

Aston Villa 9-1 

Norwich 9-1 

Brighton 12-1 

Derby _12-1 

Wolves 12-1 


by Daniel Elwes 


SHEFFIELD UNITED start 
the season in the familiar 
position of favourites for 
the title - their sixth year in a 
row as expectant champions. 

So you can forgive Blades 
fans for not getting too 
carried away in believing 
the 13-2 quote on them 
guarantees promotion. 

Last year ended with a 
new low of an llth-place 
finish for the South Yorkshire 
side despite bringing in a 
manager - Nigel Adkins - 
who had three promotions 
from this division under 
his belt. Chris Wilder arrives 
having led Northampton 
to the League Two title 
in some style last term. 

He is a Blades fan, and 
started his playing career 
at the club, so the lure to 
leave the Cobblers to 
return to South Yorkshire 
was understandable. 

But, given the Blades’ 
history of failing to match 
expectations, it could really 
pay to look further down 
the odds. 

Charlton are second 
favourites, at 8-1, but that 
seems in large part due to 
their fanbase than actual 
ability. They have had some 
off the field issues, too. MK 
Dons, 11-1, could be best- 


11-1 Dons 
will push 
to return 

placed of the relegated sides 
to bounce straight back 
to the Championship. 

There was no panic over 
the summer. Karl Robinson 
stayed and Kyle McFadzean 
- sold to Burton - is the 
only player of real note lost 
from their squad. They are 
sure to be right up there. 

Peterborough and 
Scunthorpe are worth 
considering as outsiders - 
though perhaps go for the 
5-1 on them going up rather 
than in the outright market. 

Portsmouth and Doncaster 
top the betting to go 
up from League Two. 

The latter look well placed 
for a promotion push, 
but are suffering from 
an horrendous pre-season 
injury list which could result 
in a slow start. 

Momentum from 
promotion could also help, 
so Cheltenham - who ran 
away with the title with 
101 points claimed - could 
surprise some people at 20-1. 
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Max Range: 6 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 18 stone 


Overall Height: 42.5’ : 
Overall Width: 32” 
Overall Depth: 35.5” 
Maximum User 
Weight: 23 stone 
Colours may vary 


i nt-in space niser Keciiner 
Available in 4 sizes: Petite, 
Small, Medium and Large 
Selection of colours and 
patterns available 


Hefcs w'fh gelling over large doorsteps 
Slip resistant surface 
Max User weight: 23 Stone 


Pedal Exerciser 


Helps to restore 
muscle slrenglh, 
■cincuTation and 
■co-ordination to 
1 he lower and l.he 
upper 

Colours may vary 


FREEPHONE 

0800 038 7800 


Secure and weather resistant, 
suitable for use outside 
Quick and easy to fit 
Features a 10 digit lock with 
easy-to-use push button keys 


24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week plus overnight and weekend 
engineering support 

Often Fitted Next Day 


Bath/Shower Stool 


Composit crack-proof seat 
Robust yet lightweight 
aluminium frame 
Rubber ferrule feet for 
increased safety 
Height adjustable for safety 
and comfort 

Maximum user weight: 21 stone 


STRAIGHT RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS: 

NOW FROM ONLY 


STRAIGHT NEW STAIRLIFTS: 

NOW FROM ONLY 


Easily manoeuvrable 
Can be used inside 
or outside 

Includes a tray, basket 
and walking stick holder 


Soft padded, economy rotary 
cushion is ideal for use on car 
seats, chairs and beds 
Allows a smooth and easy 
swivel transfer without painful 
jarring or twisting 
Maximum User Weight: 16 stone 


£1075 


Whilst* 
, E Stodte 
-- ML Last 

Alleviales leet issues caused by 
poor blood expulsion 
Can be used by diabetics 
Electrical fauscfc Stimulate* 


#• Cheshire (Luxury) 


ST1 Boot Scooter 


Ableworld 


www.ableworld.co.uk 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - 
UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, 
BROOKS, MINIVATOR & AGE UK 

Subject to survey and age 


Pick up your copy of our 2016 brochure in store or order online today 


SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, SOI9 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouttianipton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 

To see more stores, please visit: 

wim.abteworid. co.sk 

Opposite the Bus Station 




facebook.com/ 

ableworld 



www.ableworld.co.uk 


Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 



NHS Vouchers Welcome *VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 

Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months 
at our Nantwich Store 


Ableworld are an Appointed Representative of 
Fish Insurance, who are authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority 
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AvaiEabfehyrt' '"Pt 1 Mc-tabiMty 


• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 



EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
Tel: 023 8055 7777 

104 Ringwood Road, Walkford, Christchurch BH23 5RF 
Tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 



TYRE 

SIZE 


BUDGET 

NEW 


PREMIUM 

BUDGET 

NEW 


NEW 

MID-RANGE 
by HANKOOK 



Can’t see your size? Give us a call and Quote Daily Echo 

(02380) 528 528 


www.tyreshack.co.uk 

enquiries@tyreshack.co.uk 


Prices subject 
to change 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www. home-choose-ca rpets.com 


Waters & Sons 

Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 


Low Cost 
Funeral Package 

£2,195 

All Inclusive 


106 Spring Road, Sholing, 
Southampton, SO 19 2QB 

Tel: 023 8043 4244 

247 Aldermoor Road, 
Southampton, S016 5NU 

Tel: 023 8078 3900 

www.funeraldirectorsouthampton.co.uk 


Photographer 
finds the 
perfect Skyline! 



*••• 


Whoever you are, and whatever vehicle 
you’re looking for, why not cast your 
eye over Exchange & Mart first? 

As the UK’s longest established 
car-buying specialists, we have an 
unrivalled presence across the UK - in 


all your local areas - so there’s more 
chance of finding just what you’re 
looking for much closer to home. 

Check us out today, and see just how 
easy finding the right car for your 
lifestyle can be. 




Exchange Mart 

www.exchangeandmart.co.uk 


Your next car is closer than you think 



SEPT & OCT 

LONGER BREAKS 

(SHORTER BREAKS ALSO AVAILABLE) 


I Sept: Jersey, Guernsey & Sark 7 days - £729 

3 Sept: Isle of Wight - 8 days - £609 

4 Sept: Morecambe and the lakes - 8 days - £549 
9 Sept: Torquay at leisure - 8 days - £479 

II Sept: Blackpool Illuminations - 6 days - £349 
11 Sept: Ferry Cross the Mersey ■ 6 days ■ £465 
18 Sept: Jersey by sea - 8 days - £499 

20 Sept: Irresistible Isle of Man - 8 days - £699 
25 Sept: Historic City of York - 6 days - £419 

1 Oct: Jersey by Air ■ 8 days ■ £499 

2 Oct: Dunoon & Bute - 6 days - £469 



BOILER REPLACEMENT 


Fully fitted with digital programmer 
Full 5 year guarantee on all parts. 
FREE Magna Cleaner - worth £170 
FREE SURVEY - No salesman will call 
LOW COST - from £1,675 plus VAT 
5 year terms available 


A'TSSU REGALk 

heating and plumbing W1 
WEST QUAY ROAD SOUTHAMPTON 


OR ONLY« 

+ VAT PER MONTH (FIXED) 

for full details visit our web site: 

www.hea tingmyhome. com 


023 8036 6423 


Which? 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 



EFL Trophy just a 
huge shambles 



Lovely bubbly - Saints celebrate their JPT final win at Wembley. 



Red faces galore 
as revamp ends 
up being a joke 

IT will go down in history as 
a total shambles. 

And Southampton Football Club, 
rightly or wrongly, will forever be 
associated with it, writes SIMON 
CARTER. 

The 2016/17 English Football 
League Trophy campaign has got 
off to a disastrous start, even before 
a ball has been kicked. 

There is no point trying to paint a 
bright picture here, for one simply 
doesn’t exist. 

Fans of lower leagues clubs were 
furious when it was initially an¬ 
nounced that some Premier League 
clubs would be invited to field acad¬ 
emy sides in a new-look EFL Trophy 
(previously known as the John¬ 
stone’s Paint Trophy). 

At the beginning, the EFL stated 
that 16 Premier League sides would 
be entering. 

As it was, just 10 - including Saints 
- ended up taking part. 

Arsenal, Liverpool, Manchester 
United, Manchester City and Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur were the high profile 
clubs to turn down the chance to 
compete in the EFL Trophy 

Bizarre 

In addition, two Championship 
teams - Newcastle and Aston Villa - 
also decided against competing. 

Blackburn, Brighton, Derby, Nor¬ 
wich, Reading and Wolves took their 
places instead. 

Bizarrely, it wasn’t until half an 
hour before the draw that confir¬ 
mation of which Premier League B 
teams had accepted was made. 

!!!!!!!!! 

It is patently obvious where the 
problem lies here. 

Before announcing to all and 
sundry that Premier League clubs 
would be invited, it would have 
made sense to actually ASK them 
first if they were interested. 

I will lay my cards firmly on the 
table here. 

Though I am the sports editor of 
the Southampton area daily paper, I 
am an Exeter City fan. Always have 
been, always will be. 

As a result, and due to our spectac¬ 
ular lack of league success, I have 
spent my football supporting life 
watching lower division football. 

And I am still sane! 

Well, just about. 

Therefore, I know the lower divi¬ 
sion scene well. 


And I know the Football League 
Trophy has always struggled to ap¬ 
peal for fans in a packed football fix¬ 
ture list. 

First launched ahead of the 
1981/82 season, a handful of First 


Division clubs actually played in the 
first two seasons - Notts County in 
1991/82 and Watford and Norwich 
the following season - prior to the 
launch of the Associate Members 
Cup for 1983/84. 


Unlike the Football League Tro¬ 
phy, the AMC was purely for Third 
and Fourth Division clubs. 

AFC Bournemouth were the first 
winners, under Harry Redknapp. 

Continued on next page. 


Roll call of 
winners 

JIMMY Walker’s victory in 
the US PGA Championship 
means all four of the year’s 
majors have been claimed by 
first-time winners for the first 
time since 2011. 

Previously, Danny Willetts 
had won the Masters, Dustin 
Johnson the US Open, and 
Henrik Stensson the British 
Open. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at the champions from five 
years ago: 

Masters - Chari 
Schwartzel 

Rory Mcllroy took a four-shot 
lead into the final round at 
Augusta National, only to 
slump to a closing 80 and 
end up in a tie for 15th place, 
10 shots behind Schwartzel. 
Eight different players held at 
least a share of the lead, but 
the day belonged to South 
African Schwartzel, who 
chipped in for birdie on the 
first, holed out for an eagle 
on the third and birdied the 
final four holes to win by two 
shots. 

US Open - Rory 
Mcllroy 

Just two months after his 
Masters meltdown, Mcllroy 
made amends in spectacular 
fashion with a stunning 
victory at Congressional. 
Mcllroy led from start to 
finish after an opening 65 
on a rain-softened course 
and cruised to an eight-shot 
winning margin, setting 
championship records with 
his 72-hole aggregate of 268 
and total of 16 under par. 

Open 

Championship - 
Darren Clarke 

Playing in his 20th Open, 
world number 111 Clarke had 
been largely overlooked in 
the build-up to the event at 
Royal St George’s, but used 
his vast experience of links 
golf in tough conditions to 
claim a first major title at the 
age of 42. 

US PGA - Keegan 
Bradley 

Playing in his first ever major 
at Atlanta Athletic Club, 
Bradley looked to have blown 
his chances after a triple¬ 
bogey on the 15th in the final 
round. However, he birdied 
the next two holes and then 
saw Jason Dufner drop three 
shots in succession, with 
Bradley going on to win the 
three-hole aggregate play-off. 



Rory Mcllroy 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Cycling the Earth: 

A life-changing race around 
the world 
By Sean Conway 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £12.08, saving £3.91 on 
rrp 

IN 1984, the publishers of The 
Guinness Book of Records decreed 
that cyclists wishing to be considered 
as having completed a world 
circumnavigation record must have 
passed two antipodes and cycled a 
minimum distance of 13,000 miles. 

A man named Nick Saunders duly 
completed the route in an incredible 
78 days. 

In 2008, the publishers changed the 
rules: the distance was increased to 
18,000 miles, which prompted Mark 
Beaumont to cycle it in 196 days. Not 
only did Beaumont establish a world 
record, he documented his efforts in a 
book called The Man Who Cycled the 
World which inspired hundreds of 
others to attempt the same journey. 

In many respects, Sean Conway’s 
Cycling the Earth is a continuation of 
Beaumont’s original. Neither falls into 
the category marked “great literature” 
(and there are far too many spelling 
mistakes in Conway’s book), but in 
fairness, both men were in pursuit of a 
world record, so opportunities to 
embark on a series of literary 
diversions were understandably limited. 

None the less, Conway does provide 
readers with his motives for tackling 
such an epic challenge, and while his 
style is limited, it’s difficult not to 
empathise with the man for meeting it 


head-on. 

He tells of how he once dreamt of 
becoming a National Geographic 
photographer but ended up taking 
snaps of nursery-aged children. Then, 
on the eve of his 30th birthday, his 
girlfriend dumps him. 

What’s a man to do? Circumnavigate 
the world on two wheels of course. 

As Conway’s life heads for the pits, he 
enters the World Cycle Race and with 
less than six months’ training, a steel 
bike made in Somerset and limited 
luggage, he sets off. 

What follows is a catalogue of 
potholes, punctures, dehydration, 
bandits, scrapes, accidents, deserts 
and oversized trucks mixed liberally 
with equal measures of beauty and 
danger. 

Conway is no professional sportsman 
who can wax lyrical regarding trophies 
and medals collected during a glittering 
career. He’s an ordinary guy who 
embarked upon an extraordinary quest, 
characteristics that make Cycling the 
Earth so compelling. 

Few of us will ever score the winner in 
a World Cup final, or win Wimbledon, 
but sport, in this case cycling, has the 
ability to inspire and make us do great 
things. For this reason alone, you 
should read this book, warts-and-all. 


Saints take place 


from previous page 


The tournament then became 
known as the Freight Rover Tro¬ 
phy, Sherpa Van Trophy, Leyland 
DAF Cup, Autoglass Trophy, Auto 
Windscreens Shield, LDV Vans 
Trophy and finally, from 2006, the 
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy. 

It has always been much ma¬ 
ligned by supporters. You cannot 
say otherwise. 

Saints fans, for example, can’t 
have been overly enthusiastic 
about having to enter the competi¬ 
tion in 2009/10 after dropping into 
the third tier. 

Yet, the following March, over 
50,000 supporters enjoyed a memo¬ 
rable day out at Wembley as Saints 
hammered Carlisle to lift the silver¬ 
ware. 

Armed with the glorious benefit 
of hindsight, the JPT win played a 
big part in the rebirth of Saints. 

Who can forget Markus Lieb- 
herr’s wide smiles of delight as he 
sat in the Royal Box taking photos? 

The finals have always attracted 
good crowds, though. 

However, the finals have never 
been the problem. 

The problem are the early rounds, 
with matches regularly attracting 
dismally low attendances. 

Back in the 1980s, for example, 
Halifax only managed a gate of 150 
for a group game. 

The early rounds have never been 
attractive nights out, so you can 
understand organisers attempting 
to ‘sex’ the tournament up. 

From the start of 2001/02 through 
to 2005/06 inclusive, several Con¬ 
ference clubs - today’s National 
League - were invited to compete. 

As a result, Woking defeated for¬ 
mer European Cup winners Not¬ 
tingham Forest 3-2 in November 
2005 when the latter were slum¬ 
ming it in League 1. 

There weren’t many nights like 
that, though, and the non league 
experiment was ditched after five 
seasons. 

The tournament reverted to just 
League 1 and League 2 clubs, until 
now 

My view is this: If you are going 
to include Premier League clubs, 
they either ALL have to compete or 
NONE compete. 

Not just some of them. 

However, that is what we have 
ended up with - a halfway house 
measure which has been roundly 
(and deservedly) criticised. 

“I’m very, very surprised the 
package wasn’t secured with the 
bigger clubs before it went to a 
vote,” Cambridge United chief ex¬ 
ecutive Jez George said. 

One reason for Premier League 
clubs to have rejected the invitation 
was because the competition weeks 
fall during international breaks, 
when a number of under-21 players 
will be representing their national 
team at various levels. 

George continued: “It just seems 
to me a general premise that if you 
want to invite the biggest clubs in 
the country to put their under-21 
team in the tournament, you make 


Rickie Lambert celebrates Saints’ JPT win in 2010. 


sure they’ll accept the invitation. 

“It seems fairly basic to me, and 
you make sure the dates the games 
are scheduled for fit them, because 
if you’re asking them to come and 
create a big talking point. 

“The whole point is they’ll add to 
the competition, it doesn’t help the 
status of the competition if they 
decline the invitation.” 


Exactly. 

Another element of farce was 
introduced when the groups were 
revealed - on a twitter feed rather 
than in front of live television cam¬ 
eras - to a less than enthralled Joe 
Public. 

Bafflingly, Cheltenham Town 
were grouped with three northern 
clubs - Everton, Bolton and Black¬ 


pool. 

Football League bosses explained 
the anomaly by saying clubs were 
classified as ‘northern’ or ‘south¬ 
ern’ according to their division. 

The Robins, who won the Nation¬ 
al League last season, were the 12th 
most northerly club in League Two. 

As a result, League One clubs 
Coventry City and Northampton 
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in EFL shambles 



Saints’ JPT Wembley goalscorers in 2010 - Michail Antonio, Adam Lallana, Papa Waigo and Rickie Lambert. 



Saints celebrate winning the JPT in 2010. 


Town - some 60-70 miles north of 
Cheltenham - were placed in the 
southern draw 

There were other bizarre group¬ 
ings too. 

Middlesbrough’s Under-21s were 
paired with Cambridge, Scunthor¬ 
pe and Shrewsbury in the northern 
draw, while AFC Wimbledon were 
placed in the same group as New¬ 


port, Swansea and Plymouth. 

(Such blurring of geographical 
boundaries in this competition, 
however, are nothing new. Back in 
the inaugural season of the AMC, 
1983/84, Exeter had to travel in 
the quarter finals of the southern 
area draw - to Wrexham. Another 
year we played Shrewsbury and 
in 1992/93 faced that well known 


‘southern’ club Port Vale). 

Saints came out of the draw fairly 
well, by comparison to others. 

Though some fans would no doubt 
have liked to have been drawn with 
Portsmouth’s first team, Saints 
ended up in a group with Charlton, 
Crawley and Colchester. 

As for Pompey, they have games 
against Reading under-21s, Bristol 


Rovers and Yeovil to, ahem, look 
forward to. 

If all this wasn’t enough of a 
shambles, there is more. 

Though the initial proposal from 
the Football League stated ‘invited 
clubs will play one home game at 
the club’s first team stadium’, none 
of West Ham’s opponents in South 
Group D - Wycombe, Northampton 
and Coventry - will get the chance 
to visit the Olympic Stadium. 

The Hammers will instead play 
each of their three pool matches 
away from east London. 

!!!!!!!!!! 

Against League 3 campaign man¬ 
ager, James Cave, said: “Serious 
concern has also been raised on 
the first team stadium exemption 
of West Ham, who according to 
BBC Local Radio will not play any 
games at The Olympic Stadium due 
to issues with their tenancy agree¬ 
ment. 

He added: “Cost has also been 
cited as a factor, which is frankly 
incredible considering they have 
just negotiated one of the most gen¬ 
erous stadium deals in the history 
of British sport.” 

It then became clear that Chelsea 
had been allowed to negotiate date 
changes. 

The vote to allow Premier League 
clubs to enter was passed at the 
Football League’s annual meeting 
in Portugal in June. 

Peterborough United were one 
club to vote in favour, but Posh 
chairman Darragh MacAnthony 
has since said he would not have 
done so had he known the line-up 
of under-21 teams. 

He said on Twitter: “If I had know 
such large amount of them (Cham¬ 
pionship under-21 sides), then no 
chance (of voting in favour). You 
live and learn. Now we have to get 
on with it.” 

Oxford United manager Michael 
Appleton - whose team lost 3-2 in 
last season’s final to Barnsley - is 
one of many who believes academy 
sides have no place in the lower di¬ 
vision cup. 

“No, not at all,” he said. “That’s 
just my opinion. I could elaborate, 
but I’d be here all night if I did. I 
don’t think it’s a good idea and it 
certainly wouldn’t be something 
I’d be looking to do if I was in 
charge of it.” 

So, to recap - some Premier 
League clubs didn’t fancy the idea, 
and chief executives and managers 
of some lower division clubs aren’t 
enthused. 

What about the fans? We’re rarely 
asked what we think, after all. 

We (and I’m talking with my low¬ 
er division supporting hat on here) 
aren’t enthused either. 

Most lower division fans feel the 
addition of Premier League acad¬ 
emy sides to the EFL Trophy “un¬ 
dermines the integrity of the com¬ 
petition”, according to the Football 
Supporters’ Federation. 

“The reaction from the over¬ 
whelming majority of fans to the 
news has been incredibly nega¬ 
tive,” said a FSF statement. 

Continued on page 32 


Hamilton’s 
on his hols 

LEWIS Hamilton will head into 
Formula One’s summer break with a 
comfortable lead in the championship 
after his German Grand Prix victory. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at five 
things we learned from the Hockenheim 
race. 

HAMILTON ON FAST TRACK TO 
FOURTH TITLE 

With six victories in seven races - four 
of them in succession - Hamilton has 
taken 160 points from 175 available, 
and it could be argued that he is 
enjoying the most successful run of his 
10-year Formula One career. 

NO HOME COMFORTS FOR ROSBERG 

For Rosberg it was another 
disappointing race with the German 
crossing the line only fourth. Rosberg 
was already enduring an arduous home 
race when he was hit with a five-second 
time penalty for an illegal overtake on 
Max Verstappen. To make matters 
worse, a stopwatch error led to the 
German being held for three seconds 
longer than was required. 

SHOEY SATURNALIA PUTS 
RICCIARDO IN A SPIN 

Daniel Ricciardo celebrated his 100th 
grand prix by drinking champagne from 
his shoe - an Australian tradition known 
as a “shoey” - but the fizz appeared to 
go to Ricciardo’s head when he 



Lewis Hamilton gives a thumb up 
after victory in Germany. 


confused a Scottish journalist for an 
Irish one in the post-race press 
conference. “Top of the morning to 
you,” Ricciardo said to the reporter, 
only to be informed of his geographical 
faux pas. 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF JENSON 
BUTTON’S WEEKEND 

It was not the most straightforward 
weekend for Jenson Button, who was 
taken to hospital on Friday night with 
an eye complaint, while also battling a 
number of issues on his McLaren. But 
the 2009 world champion was quietly 
content to finish eighth after he passed 
the Williams of Valtteri Bottas on the 
penultimate lap. 

FUTURE LOOKING BLEAK FOR FOUL- 
MOUTHED KVYAT 

The future appears to be bleak for 
Daniil Kvyat, the Russian driver who 
was dropped by Red Bull earlier this 
season. He has scored just two points 
in the seven races following his 
demotion to Toro Rosso. Responding to 
a Russian report which claimed Kyvat 
would be dropped at the end of the 
season, he fumed: “Russian media has 
no f****** clue about anything. These 
are rumours. I am not in the mood to 
waste my f****** time for bull****.” 
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Newmarket 

Holidays 


Daily Echo 




Disneyland® Paris 
Special Offer 

Stay in the heart of the 
magic! 

4 days from £279.00 adults, 
£165.00 kids, 16 October 2016 

You will be much closer to the magic and 
with Extra Magic Hours, you’ll be able to 
enjoy every extra minute of your stay at 
Disneyland Paris. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Three nights’ bed and continental 
breakfast accommodation in Disney’s 
Hotel Santa Fe at Disneyland Paris 
(upgrade hotels available at a 
supplement) 

• Two Day Hopper Ticket giving unlimited 
access to Disneyland® Park and Walt 
Disney Studios® Park 

• Coach travel from the local area and 
Channel crossings 

• The services of a Newmarket 
Representative 

Book today to 
reserve your place! 


BEST LARGE ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Call 

0330 160 7751 

Visit 

www.newmarket.travel/ncsll576 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single a DTA 

supplements apply. Standard phone charges. lr\ 



BRITISH 
TRAVEL 
i, AWARDS** 
. 2015 . 



Every Product A 
Discounted!!! ™ 


The More You Spend... 
.THE MORE YOU SAVE! 



SOLID OAK, PINE & PAINTED 
FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 


HUG E STO CKS 

COMPREHENSIVE DELIVERY SERVICE 


BEDS, MATTRESSES, SOFAS, MIRRORS, 
PRINTS, LAMPS Etc... 


BLANDFORD 
(Holland Way) 

POOLE 

(nr ToysRus) 

SALISBURY 
(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 



Walden Oak Table 
(*chairs extra) 
rrp TE6S 


Now £129! 


F 


Walden Oak 
Small Sideboard 
rrp £220 


Now £129! 


A World 4f Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


0800 1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 




Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 



We understand what 
you are going through. 

18£ We will therefore 

‘ \ - 

treat your needs with 
the utmost care and 
attention. 

& To speak to Paul in 

person or a member of 
his team. Please call the 
number below. 

Joseph House, 

14 Bishopstoke Road, Eastleigh, 
Hampshire, SO50 6AE 
info@cappers 
independentfunerals.co.uk 

Tel 023 80612 444 


Facilities managed by Places for People Leisure Limited 
in partnership with Eastleigh Borough Council. 


EASTLEIGH 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 



"Making the team." 

or swim memberships only £20.16 



Whatever place you're into 


Fleming Park Leisure Centre | 02380684819 

Join online today Terms and conditions apply. Offer ends 7th August. 


#JoinOwTeam □□ 
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Aberdeen AM Cowes Week 6-13 Aug 2016 

Thrilling race action plus shoreside fun for all 

• Watch the racing - from ashore or out on the water 

• Have a go - Try Sailing with UKSA 

• Take a ride on the Red Funnel Giant Wheel 

• Check out the Victorian funfair 

• Great bars, live music, gin festival 

• RAF Typhoon and Red Arrows displays 

• Watch the fireworks finale from a Red Funnel cruise 

Head over for just £10 return* with cut-out voucher below 


Aberdeen V cowes g 

Asset management WttlS. r\J 


re tUrr>* 


FZedJetL 


*Voucher valid for use 6-11 & 13 August 2016 only (not valid for use 12 August). Valid for one day 
return crossing to West Cowes for £10, starting from Southampton only. Offer only valid for travel from 
9.15am. Only one offer fare can be redeemed per voucher presented - additional passengers in a party 
must each have a voucher in order to qualify for the offer fare. Voucher(s) must be surrendered at Red 
Funnel's Southampton Terminal 2 Ticket Office when purchasing ticket(s). Offer available from the ticket 
office (not available from ticket machines). Applies to new ticket purchases only and cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer or concession. The Red Jet service cannot be booked in advance and 
is operated on a first come first serve basis and travel on any given crossing is subject to availability. Red 
Funnel reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Terms of carriage apply. 


For more information visit 

redfunnel.co.uk/cowesweek RED FUNNEL 


Daily Echo 


Reader £! 

offer Newmarket 

'-'■■cl Holidays 


Low deposits 

Book by 
31 st August 



America’s Golden West 

16 days from £1649 Flying from London Heathrow, Sept & 
Oct 2016, Mar to Jun, Aug to Oct 2017, Mar to Jun, Aug 2018 

A classic escorted tour, taking in California, Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon. 

Tour highlights 


y/ Spend two nights in Los Angeles 
y/ Enjoy two days in the Southern 
California gem of San Diego 
y/ A full-day visit to the Grand Canyon 
y/ Non-stop, 24-hour Las Vegas 
Yosemite National Park is one of 
America’s natural wonders 
y/ Discover and explore San Francisco 
y/ Call at Steinbeck’s Monterey and 
exquisite Carmel-bythe-Sea 


0330 160 7751 


S Journey south along the Pacific 
Coast Highway 

y/ Stay overnight in the Californian 
coast resort of Pismo Beach 
y/ Visit Hollywood - movie capital 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 
experienced tour manager 
y/ 14 nights’ room-only touring hotel 
accommodation, return flights and 
transfers 


visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl6862 


I These holidays are organised 
& operated by Newmarket Air 
Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. AT0L 
protected 2325. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements 
apply Standard phone charges 

01 j* ABTA 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks Cheekatrade-cam 

WlW I E .-Cj: *>-| fy^XTX 1S 
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Cherries ripe for 



Bournemouth’s Jordan Ibe (right) and Cardiff City’s Fabio Da Silva 



Cardiff City’s Lex Immers and AFC Bournemouth’s Brad Smith last weekend 


It’s back to 
the drawing 
board...! 

from page 29 

“Fans have told us that it undermines 
the integrity of the competition, and 
feel that ‘their’ competition, and the 
chance of a potential day out at 
Wembley (for the final), is being taken 
away from them by Premier League 
clubs.” 

Premier League chief executive 
Richard Scudamore recently moved to 
allay fears that the appearance of 
academy sides in the competition is 
just a step towards an integration of 
Premier League B teams into the 
Football League. 

That has been a concern of some 
Football League clubs and fans for 
several years, ever since the Premier 
League has grown and grown as a 
financial behemoth. 

“This is the beginning of the end of B 
teams - this is it,” Scudamore said. 

“Yes, of course we know some of our 
clubs would like B teams. We look 
abroad and we see the benefit of B 
teams. 

“It’s just for the English football 
structure and pyramid, it doesn’t work. 

“We can console all these worried 
Football League clubs’ supporters. This 
isn’t the thin end of the wedge, this is 
the block.” 

The last word, for the moment, goes 



Saints fans at the 2010 JPT final at 
Wembley. 

to EFC chief executive Shaun Harvey. 

“If it (the EFL Trophy) is a success it will 
continue. If not we’ll review and see 
where we go,” he remarked. 

Back to the drawing board, Shaun. 

EFL Trophy groupings 

North Group A: Everton, Bolton, Blackpool, 
Cheltenham 

North Group B: Wolves, Chesterfield, Crewe, 
Accrington 

North Group C: Stoke, Bradford, 

Morecambe, Bury 

North Group D: Blackburn, Fleetwood, 
Carlisle, Oldham 

North Group E: Derby, Port Vale, Doncaster, 
Mansfield 

North Group F: Sunderland, Rochdale, 

Hartlepool, Notts County 

North Group G: Middlesbrough, Scunthorpe, 

Shrewsbury, Cambridge 

North Group H: Leicester, Sheffield United, 

Grimsby, Walsall 

South Group A: Reading, Bristol Rovers, 
Portsmouth, Yeovil 

South Group B: Swansea, AFC Wimbledon, 
Newport, Plymouth 

South Group C: Chelsea, Swindon, Oxford, 
Exeter 

South Group D: West Ham, Coventry, 

Wycombe, Northampton 

South Group E: Southampton, Charlton, 

Crawley, Colchester 

South Group F: Norwich, Peterborough, 

Barnet, MK Dons 

South Group G: Brighton, Southend, 

Stevenage, Leyton Orient 

South Group H: West Brom, Millwall, Luton, 

Gillingham 

All teams will play each other once. 


AFC Bournemouth start 
their second Premier 
League campaign at home 
to Manchester United next 
weekend. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the Cherries’ preparations in pre¬ 
season. 

July 20 

Minnesota 0 Cherries 4 

Eddie Howe’s side ended their 
trip Stateside with victory over the 
second tier American outfit, with a 
Callum Wilson brace, a strike from 
Lewis Grabban and a bizarre own 
goal from United goalkeeper Sam¬ 
my Ndjock. 

The only negative for the side in 
the comfortable pre-season warm¬ 
up fixture was the sending off of 
Max Gradel with 20 minutes to go. 

He was shown a straight red card 
for an altercation with Damion 
Lowe after the Minnesota player 
had gone in hard on him. 

Howe made numerous changes to 
his side in a bid to give his squad 
valuable minutes, and in the first 
half named three debutants in Jor¬ 
dan Ibe, Lewis Cook and Lys Mous- 
set. 

Cherries went ahead on 24 min¬ 
utes when Charlie Daniels whipped 
the ball in from the left, picking out 
Wilson who tapped it home at the 
far post. 

And just moments later the lead 
was two, in one of the most bizarre 
own goals surely ever seen in foot¬ 
ball. 

As keeper Ndjock went to throw 
the ball out, with the outfield play¬ 
ers with their backs to goal, he 
somehow threw it the wrong way 
into his own net. 

Arter’s stinging shot was parried 
and Wilson followed up to toe poke 
home the rebound with six minutes 
of the first half remaining. 

Grabban rounded off the scoring 
late on - capitalising on a defensive 
mistake to slot home. 

AFC Bournemouth (first-half): Boruc, 
MacDonald, Cargill (O’Kane 20), Butcher, 
Daniels, Arter, L Cook, Ibe, Pugh, Mousset, 
Wilson. 

Second-half: Federici, Francis, MacDonald, 
Butcher, Wiggins, Pugh, O’Kane, Gosling, 
Grabban, Gradel, King. 

Saturday, July 23 

Portsmouth 3 Cherries 3 

Goals from Lewis Grabban, Jor¬ 
don Ibe and Dan Gosling looked set 
to be enough to ensure the Cherries 
came out on top. 

However, a late strike from substi¬ 
tute Adam May meant that it ended 
honours even at Fratton Park in 
a testimonial for ex-Saint Alan 
McLoughlin. 

Pompey led after just four min¬ 
utes when Gary Roberts raced onto 
a Carl Baker through ball before 
slotting past Adam Federici. 

Bournemouth equalised when 
Lewis Cook, a summer signing 
from Leeds, sent Ryan Fraser 
bursting into the right side of the 
penalty area before the Scot then 
cut the ball back for the onrushing 
Lewis Grabban to finish. 

Pompey quickly restored their 


lead, though. 

Enda Stevens’ strike was deflect¬ 
ed into the path of Michael Smith 
and he supplied a simple finish past 
Federici. 

Half-time sub Jordan Ibe - a club 
record £13m signing from Liver¬ 
pool - levelled 20 minutes from 
time, skipping in from the right 
flank and past two defenders before 


rifling a strike low into the bottom 
corner. Cherries took the lead for 
the first time eleven minutes from 
time. 

Good work from Wiggins down 
the left flank allowed the defender 
to burst into the penalty area, 
where he cut the ball back and Gos¬ 
ling was left with a very simple tap 
in. 


Southampton-born May, 18, poked 
home after a scramble inside the 
Cherries box two minutes from 
time to give the hosts a draw. 

Cherries XI: Federici, O’Kane, Francis, 

Daniels, Wiggins (Butcher, 83), Fraser 
(MacDonald, 45), Cook (Gosling, 45), Arter, 
Pugh (Ibe, 45), Grabban (Mousset, 45), 

Wilson (King, 45) 

Attendance: 5,153 (531 away) 
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Black cats’ 
boss stakes 
his claims 


the season ahead 


and managed to finish past Artur 
Boruc from close range. 

Swift then sent a free kick in that 
narrowly evaded Boruc’s crossbar. 

Cherries: Boruc, MacDonald, Francis, Ake, 
Daniels, Gosling, Cook, Gradel, Pugh, 

King (Ndjoli), Wilson. Substitutes: Holmes, 
Mousset, Buckley, Harfield, Whitfield, Lee, 
Jordan. 

Att: 6,660 (552 away fans) 

July 30 

Cherries 1 Cardiff 0 

Jordon Ibe’s fine solo effort in the 
11th minute ensured Cherries ran 
out winners over the Champion¬ 
ship side at Dean Court. 

As expected, boss Eddie Howe 
named an entirely different XI to 
the side that travelled to Berkshire 
less than 24 hours earlier, with new 
signing Brad Smith lining up at 
left-back, whilst fellow former Liv¬ 
erpool team-mate Ibe also made his 
home debut. 

Howe also received a timely boost 
with the return of Adam Smith, 
who has been sidelined since last 
season through injury, at right 
back. 

AFC Bournemouth: Federici, A.Smith (Lee 
46), Jordan, Cook, B.Smith (Harfield 87), 

Ibe (Green 75), Surman, Arter (Whitfield 36), 
Fraser (Buckley 80), Grabban (Matthews 75), 
Afobe (Mousset 67). Substitutes not used: 
Stanton, McCarthy. 

Attendance: 4,036 (259 away fans) 


August 3 

Cherries 1 Valencia 1 

Benik Afobe’s emphatic second- 
half strike ensured honours 
finished even between Cherries 
and the Spanish giants Valencia. 

Eddie Howe’s Premier League 
rookies went toe-to-toe with the 
established La Liga outfit, with 
both teams serving up a feast of 
entertaining and brilliant 
possession football. 

Enzo Perez, who joined Valencia 
from Benfica for 25 million euros 
in January 2015, the tenth highest 
transfer fee for an Argentina 
player, opened the scoring towards 
the end of the first half. 

The 30-year-old, who played 
alongside Lionel Messi in the 2014 
World Cup final against Germany, 
showed his class to beat Artur 
Boruc with an exquisite right-foot 
finish after 39 minutes. 

However, Afobe was perfectly 
placed to level after the break, the 
striker drilling home from close 
range to earn Cherries a deserved 
share of the spoils. 

Cherries’ boss Eddie Howe 
started with Adam Smith and Brad 
Smith in the full-back positions, 
while Simon Francis partnered 
Steve Cook in central defence. 

New loan signing Nathan Ake 
was deployed just in front of the 
back four and behind a midfield 
pair of Andrew Surman and Lewis 
Cook, with £13m record signing 
Jordon Ibe and Max Gradel on the 
flanks and Benik Afobe up front. 

AFC Bournemouth: Boruc, A Smith (Jordan 
63), S Cook, Francis (O’Kane 73), B Smith, 
Ake (MacDonald 73), Surman, L Cook 
(Butcher 79), Gradel, Ibe (Green 79 (Ndjoli 
90)), Afobe. 

Subs not used: Holmes, Lee, Surridge. 
Attendance: 8,107 


DAVID Moyes made his first public 
appearance as Sunderland manager 
this week. Here, the Sports Pink picks 
out five things we learned from the new 
Black Cats boss. 

THE TOFFEES ARE HIS TOUCHSTONE 

If assembled journalists had a pound 
for every time Moyes used the word 
‘Everton’ they would have been very 
happy indeed. Moyes repeatedly 
pointed to his achievements at 
Goodison Park, with barely a passing 
reference to his time at Manchester 
United or Real Sociedad. 

It is clear where he will be looking for 
his Sunderland blueprint and it is 
Merseyside rather than Manchester. 

HE STILL BELIEVES IN HIS ABILITIES 

Moyes would be forgiven if his ego 
had taken a dint since he left what had 
become a comfort zone at Goodison 
Park, but he was bullish about his own 
credentials. 

He stated that his transfer record at 
Everton was the best in the top flight, 
talked with pride of having overseen the 
fourth highest total wins in the Premier 
League era and said he planned to be 
“aggressive” in his leadership of the 
team. 

HE WILL AIM FOR STABILITY 


New Sunderland manager David 
Moyes 

Moyes confirmed that Allardyce’s 
coaches Paul Bracewell and Robbie 
Stockdale will remain on his staff in 
first-team roles. 

Both men have deep ties to 
Sunderland and, though he may look to 
build his backroom team in time, a 
sense of consistency is desirable at a 
club that has seen far too much 
turbulence in recent years. 

A BRITISH SPINE 

Sunderland have recruited more 
talent from these shores than most top¬ 
flight rivals in recent seasons and 
Moyes is minded to stick with a core of 
players familiar with UK football. That 
means a chance for the club’s academy 
prospects to pitch for the first XI too. 

HE DID HIS HOMEWORK 

Moyes’ predecessor, Allardyce, was 
one of the first people he spoke to 
about the task ahead at Sunderland. 

He has also been impressed by what 
he has seen and heard from owner Ellis 
Short, a man he compares to his old 
boss Bill Kenwright. 

“They allow you to get on with your 
job, there’s not much interference, they 
give you all the money they can, they 
allow you to take control and try to run 
the club the way you want,” he said, 
with a noticeable lack of mention for 
his United paymasters. 


Bournemouth’s Eunan O’Kane (left) and Portsmouth’s Milan Lalkovic at Fratton Park 


Bournemouth’s Joshua King (left) and Reading’s Joey Van Den Berg at the Madejski Stadium 


July 29 

Reading 1 Cherries 1 

Lewis Cook’s first goal in a Cher¬ 
ries shirt gave the visitors the 
lead, before ex-Southampton Tyro 
League player John Swift drew the 
hosts level early in the second half. 

With one eye on the following 
day’s home friendly against Car¬ 


diff City, Eddie Howe named a 
strong side with a youthful bench. 

He handed a full debut to Nathan 
Ake, who started on the left-hand 
side of central defence alongside 
captain Simon Francis, whilst Max 
Gradel, fresh from signing a new 
four-year deal at the club, also re¬ 
turned having been suspended for 
the trip to Portsmouth. 


The Cherries took the lead on the 
36th minute when Cook picked the 
ball up midway inside the area, 
shrugged off a challenge and coolly 
slotted the ball beyond A1 Habsi. 

It only took the Royals five min¬ 
utes from the restart to draw level. 

Swift, who had enjoyed Jaap 
Stam’s side’s best effort in the 
first period, controlled, turned 
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HANTS CRICKET 


Smith’s tribute to ‘Benki’ 
after his career-best 210 



Will Smith celebrates his double century (Pic by Neil Marshall) 


HAMPSHIRE captain Will 
Smith paid tribute to Dale 
Benkenstein after his career- 
best 210 boosted his side’s 
chances of another Specsav- 
ers County Championship 
Great Escape, writes Simon 
Walter. 

Victory against Lancashire tomor¬ 
row would take Hampshire above 
Nottinghamshire at the foot of the 
first division in their first first-class 
match since Dale Benkenstein’s sud¬ 
den decision to resign as first-team 
coach and return to South Africa for 
family reasons. 

“Benky’s a very proud man, some¬ 
one I’ve known for a long time and 
done amazing things for my career 
and every club he’s been at,” said 
Smith of his former Durham team¬ 
mate. 

“To not have him around is a blow, 
but I think he’d reached a point 
where he’d had so many years of 
playing county cricket that to then go 
straight into coaching. . . he tries to 
maintain a positive outlook for eve¬ 
ryone but it gets to the point where 
at some stage it’s going to take a toll. 

“He’s only human, not superhuman 
- although it sometimes appeared 
that way when he played - so it’s a 
blow not to have him. 

“Everything we do now is from the 
base that he has created over the last 
two-and-a-half years.” 

Smith made 99 on day one against 
Hampshire before reaching the sec¬ 
ond double hundred of his career on 
the day that Michael Carberry was 
undergoing an operation on a cancer¬ 
ous tumour. 

“Any positive moments are built 
around what he [Benkenstein] be¬ 
lieved in and equally Carbs, who 
we’re missing for a different reason. 

“He’s constantly in our thoughts.” 

As a family man, Smith can empa¬ 
thise easily with Benkenstein, who 
was in his third season at The Ageas 
Bowl. 

“As a county cricketer that’s your 
lot. Family takes a back seat and 
sometimes they put up with more 
than they should so. 

“Family will always come first and 
Benky will always be close to us in 
our thoughts. 

“He’ll be watching the scores and 
hopefully we can put a few wins to¬ 
gether for him.” 

In the meantime, former England 
bowler Craig White has stepped up 
from the role of bowling coach. 

“He’s a great man to have around in 
any capacity and in him, Giles White, 
Charlie Freeston and Tony Middleton 
we still have a great coaching group,” 
added Smith, who was relieved to 
make his first century for two years 
after being dropped on 70 - never 
mind the highest score of his career. 

“I thought that was it, I thought I 
was gone!” he laughed. 


“He’s usually got a very safe pair of 
hands but that’s cricket. 

“When it goes your way you have to 
make sure you do everything you can 
to cash in.” 

Smith’s 210 was also the longest in¬ 
nings of his career. 

It came from 59 more deliveries and 
lasted 90 minutes longer than his pre¬ 
vious career-best - a match-winning 
201 not out against Surrey at Guild¬ 
ford in July 2008. 


“When you bat a long period of 
time you enter a zone where you feel 
you’re not going to get out,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

“It’s very rare I get there but in that 
game at Guildford and today, and a 
couple of other occasions, I have. 

“So I remember those occasions 
very clearly but would like a few 
more!” 

Smith’s last hundred was against 
Kent at The Ageas Bowl in Septem¬ 


ber 2014. 

“I’m always trying to maintain a 
high standard so to go for so long 
without a hundred was pretty gall¬ 
ing,” he admitted. 

“I got two in my first year here but 
none last year and was annoyed at 
that. 

“But in the last few weeks a few 
things have gone our way and a few 
people have put in stand-out perfor¬ 
mances.” 


Vince falls 
for 42 at 
Edgbaston 

JAMES Vince made 42 as 
England inched towards 
safety on a hard-fought 
fourth afternoon of the 
third Investec Test against 
Pakistan at Edgbaston. 

Joe Root (62) and Vince 
dug in again for a no-frills 
partnership of 95 in 36 overs 
but both were gone before 
tea, Vince frustratingly for a 
joint career-best 42 as he 
again failed to post his 
maiden Test half-century, in a 
total of 262-4 and with a still 
fragile advantage of 159 in 
this pivotal match of a series 
level at 1-1. 

England were effectively 
23-2 when Alastair Cook and 
Alex Hales departed, and in 
potential trouble again after 
their day three fightback. 

Root and Vince could not 
afford to take any chances, 
and a stalemate developed as 
Pakistan too refused to chase 
the game - their seamers 
holding the ball outside off- 
stump on this slow pitch and 
Yasir keeping a much tighter 
line. 

There were four successive 
maidens before Vince 
squeezed two runs wide of 
slip off Yasir, and then 
followed up next ball by 
whipping the leg-spinner 
through midwicket for four. 

Root spent 19 balls stuck 
on 25, during which he played 
and missed several times but 
mostly left Rabat AM before 
edging the left-armer low to 
slip - where Mohammad 
Hafeez could not hold on. 

He was hampered by back 
trouble and needed to take 
pain-killers as he and Vince 
continued to keep Pakistan at 
bay until mid-afternoon. 

Root had his 50 by then but 
paid eventually for revisiting 
the sweep shot out of the leg- 
side rough against Yasir 
round the wicket, lobbing an 
unmissable catch to short 
fine-leg. 

Vince had been a study in 
risk avoidance for more than 
three hours yet, with his 
breakthrough 50 tantalisingly 
close, he fell to Amir’s first 
delivery with the second new 
ball - followed and 
compliantly guided, from 
short of a length, to second 
slip. 



James Vince during his 42 
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AVERAGES 2016 


T20 BLAST MOST RUNS 


M Klinger (Gs) 

I Cockbain (Gs) 

J Roy (Sy) 

I Bell (Wk) 

C Ingram (Gm) 

S Northeast (Kent) 

A Petersen (La) 

T Westley (Es) 

L Taylor(Sx) 

L Lloyd (Gm) 

D B-Drummond (Kent) 
J Denly (Kent) 

S Hain (Wk) 

D Malan (Mx) 

J Cobb (Nr) 

B Duckett (Nr) 

MH Wessels (Nt) 

Ashar Zaidi (Es) 

B D'Oliveira (Wo) 

H Rutherford (Dy) 

M Pettini (Le) 

J Allenby (Sm) 

T K-Cadmore (Wo) 

C Nash (Sx) 

D Christian (Nt) 

L Dawson (Ham) 

P Mustard (Dur,Gs) 

H Marshall (Gs) 

MJ Cosgrove (Le) 

CENTURIES 


127 - T Kohler-Cadmore (Worcestershire v 
Durham, New Road) 

120* - JJ Roy (Surrey v Kent, Oval) 

112* - CD Nash (Sussex v Somerset, Hove) 
112* - DJ Bell-Drummond (Kent v Surrey, 
Tunbridge Wells) 

109 - JJ Roy (Surrey v Sussex, Hove) 

103* - AN Petersen (Lancashire v Leicester¬ 
shire, Grace Road) 

101 - M Klinger (Gloucestershire v Somerset, 
Taunton) 

101 - CA Ingram (Glamorgan v Essex, 
Chelmsford) 


InsRns HS 

Av 

13 

530 101 

53.00 

13 

499 73* 

62.37 

12 

495 120 

* 45.00 

13 

489 80 

40.75 

13 

486 101 

44.18 

14 

462 75 

33.00 

12 

455 103 

*45.50 

13 

395 74* 

r 32.91 

10 

394 93* 

56.28 

13 

382 97* 

31.83 

9 

379 112* 

c 54.14 

14 

378 75 

27.00 

12 

371 92* 

33.72 

11 

368 93 

40.88 

12 

365 68 

36.50 

11 

360 51 

45.00 

10 

360 80* 

45.00 

10 

357 59* 

44.62 

13 

353 62* 

35.30 

12 

343 71* 

31.18 

12 

331 76 

30.09 

13 

328 91 

27.33 

13 

323 127 

24.84 

12 

308 112 

* 28.00 

9 

304 56 

50.66 

12 

299 76* 

29.90 

12 

295 75* 

26.81 

13 

294 90 

22.61 

12 

294 66* 

26.72 


RJ Gleeson (Nr) 

NL Buck (La) 

CJ Jordan (Sx) 

C Rushworth (Dur) 
Azeem Rafiq (Yor) 

GG White (Nr) 

GG Wagg (Gm) 

SR Patel (Nt) 

MTC Waller (Sm) 

SD Parry (La) 

OJ Hannon-Dalby (Wk) 


204 12 3-12 17.00 
206 12 4-26 17.16 
220 12 3-18 18.33 
224 12 3-14 18.66 
230 12 2-21 19.16 
237 12 4-2019.7 
240 12 3-38 20.00 
250 12 3-14 20.83 
290 12 4-33 24.16 
349 12 5-13 29.08 
352 12 2-29 29.33 


BEST BOWLING 

5-13 - SD Parry (Lancashire v Worcestershire, 
Old Trafford) 

5-13 - RF Higgins (Middlesex v Hampshire 
The Ageas Bowl) 

5-17 - LA Dawson (Hampshire v Somerset 
The Ageas Bowl) 

5-33 - J Leach (Worcestershire v Durham 
County Ground, New Road) 

5-42 - P Coughlin (Durham v Northampton¬ 
shire, Northampton) 

4-13 - GH Rhodes (Worcestershire v War¬ 
wickshire, New Road) 

4-14 - T van der Gugten (Glamorgan v Sur¬ 
rey, Oval) 

4-16 - GHS Garton (Sussex v Glamorgan, 
Hove) 

4-17 T van der Gugten (Glamorgan v Sussex, 
Cardiff) 

4-18 DW Steyn (Glamorgan v Kent, Cardiff) 
4-18 SG Borthwick (Durham v Leicestershire, 
Chester-le-Street) 

4-20 HF Gurney (Nottinghamshire v Derby¬ 
shire, Derby) 

4-20 GG White (Northamptonshire v War¬ 
wickshire, Northampton) 


HAMPSHIRE T20 BOWLING 


GM Andrew 
GK Berg 
TL Best 
MS Crane 
LA Dawson 
GT Griffiths 
R McLaren 


RnsWktBB Av 
178 8 2-19 22.25 
129 5 2-13 25.80 
258 4 2-38 64.50 
41 0 

296 19 5-17 15.57 
101 5 3-33 20.20 
73 5 2-14 14.60 


HAMPSHIRE T20 BATTING 



DJG Sammy 

126 6 2-20 21.00 


In 

Rn HS Av 

Shahid Afridi 

274 9 3-33 30.44 

JHK Adams 

5 

47 18 

9.40 

WR Smith 

69 1 1-14 69.00 

TP Alsop 

7 

143 85 

20.42 

RA Stevenson 

40 2 2-40 20.00 

GM Andrew 

8 

64 31 

16.00 

BJ Taylor 

68 3 2-20 22.66 

GK Berg 

5 

14 5* 

7.00 

JJ Weatherley 

9 0 

TL Best 

6 

16 8 

5.33 

BTJ Wheal 

129 5 3-43 25.80 

MA Carberry 

6 

154 54 

25.66 



MS Crane 

2 

2 2* 

40.00 

CHAMPIONSHIP MOST RUNS 

LA Dawson 

12 

299 76 1 

* 29.90 

(up to end of July) 


SM Ervine 

11 

127 56 

11.54 



J Goodwin 

1 

32 32 

32.00 


Ins Rns HS Av 

GT Griffiths 

2 

6 4* 


SA Northeast (Kent) 

15 994 191 99.2 

R McLaren 

3 

39 23 

19.50 

KK Jennings (Dur) 

14 951 221* 79.2 

LD McManus 

7 

78 41 

11.14 

ME Trescothick (Sm) 

17 936 218 62.40 

DJG Sammy 

6 

70 30 

14.00 

WL Madsen (Dy) 

16 860 163 61.4 

Shahid Afridi 

11 

191 35 

17.36 

CDJ Dent (Gs) 

17 855 180 53.43 

WR Smith 

4 

14 9 

3.50 

EC Joyce (Sx) 

12 838 250 76.1 

RA Stevenson 

1 

3 3 

3.00 

T Westley (Es) 

15 800 125 53.33 

BJ Taylor 

3 

21 9* 

10.50 

CF Hughes (Dy) 

17 794137* 61.07 

JM Vince 

4 

106 62 

26.50 

AN Petersen (La) 

16 767 191 51.13 

JJ Weatherley 

4 

81 43 

20.25 

NRT Gubbins (Mx) 

13767 201* 63.91 

BTJ Wheal 

2 

18 16 

9.00 

CD Nash (Sx) 

14 761 144 58.53 

AJA Wheater 

9 

148 39 

16.44 

JC Hildreth (Sm) 

15 756 166 58.15 


T20 BLAST MOST WICKETS 

RnsWktBB Av 


BAC Howell (Gs) 
GR Napier (Es) 

J Leach (Wo) 

LA Dawson (Ham) 
f Bresnan (Yor) 


348 23 3-18 15.13 

349 20 3-28 17.45 
402 20 5-33 20.10 
296 19 5-17 15.57 
311 18 3-15 17.27 


T van der Gugten (Gm) 246 17 4-14 14.47 


P Coughlin (Dur) 

AJ Tye (Gs) 

MG Hogan (Gm) 

SG Borthwick (Dur) 
GA Edwards (La) 
MR Quinn (Es) 


328 17 5-42 19.29 
382 17 3-16 22.47 
237 16 4-28 14.81 
285 16 4-18 17.81 
335 16 3-33 20.93 
470 16 4-35 29.37 


TS Roland-Jones (Mx) 263 15 3-24 17.53 
R Clarke (Wk) 268 15 3-22 17.86 

TS Mills (Sx) 296 15 3-15 19.73 

JDS Neesham (Dy) 381 15 4-35 25.40 
HF Gurney (Nt) 283 14 4-20 20.21 

JK Fuller (Mx) 320 14 3-24 22.85 

J Overton (Sm) 321 14 4-22 22.92 

CJ McKay (Le) 267 13 3-20 20.53 

MD Taylor (Gs) 287 13 3-16 22.07 

BA Raine (Le) 310 13 3-7 23.84 

DA Griffiths (Kent) 437 13 2-22 33.61 


IJL Trott (Wk) 

MJ Cosgrove (Le) 
BM Duckett (Nr) 

BA Godleman (Dy) 
SR Patel (Nt) 

SD Robson (Mx) 

SJ Mullaney (Nt) 

PD Trego (Sm) 

BL D'Oliveira (Wo) 
KC Sangakkara (Sy) 
SG Borthwick (Dur) 
WD Bragg (Gm) 

NLJ Browne (Es) 

H Hameed (La) 

SM Davies (Sy) 

RJ Burns (Sy) 

JD Libby (Nr,Nt) 

AJA Wheater (Ham) 
AHT Donald (Gm) 

A Lyth (Yor) 

NJ Dexter(Le) 

A Harinath (Sy) 

V Chopra (Wk) 

JM Clarke (Wo) 

JMR Taylor (Gs) 


13 750 219* 

15 746 146 49.73 

14 732 282* 56.30 

14 727 204 51.92 

19 722 124 38.00 

13 719 231 59.91 

20 702 165 36.94 

15 690 138 49.28 
15 690 202*49.28 

15 679 171 45.26 

14 677 188* 56.41 
17 674 161*42.12 

17 671 255 44.73 

16 670 122 41.87 

19 665 117 36.94 

20 659 122 34.68 

18 651 102 38.29 
16 648 204*54.00 
16 647 234 43.13 
16 633 202 39.56 

15 621 136 44.35 
18 620 137 36.47 
15 609 107 46.84 

15 608 135 43.42 

16 602 107*43.00 


HIGHEST INNINGS 

282* - BM Duckett (Northamptonshire v 
Sussex, Northampton) 

255 - NLJ Browne (Essex v Derbyshire, 
Chelmsford) 

250 - EC Joyce (Sussex v Derbyshire, Derby) 
246 - JM Bairstow (Yorkshire v Hampshire 
Headingley) 

234 - AHT Donald (Glamorgan v Derby¬ 
shire, Colwyn Bay) 

231 - SD Robson Middlesex v Warwickshire 
Lord's) 

221 * - KK Jennings Durham v Yorkshire, 
Chester-le-Street) 

219* - IJL Trott (Warwickshire v Middlesex, 
Lord's) 

218 - ME Trescothick (Somerset v Notting¬ 
hamshire, Trent Bridge,) 

213 - JE Root (Yorkshire v Surrey, Head¬ 
ingley) 

207* - SR Dickson (Kent v Derbyshire, 

Derby) 

206* - JL Denly (Kent v Northamptonshire, 
Northampton) 

204 - BA Godleman (Derbyshire v Worces¬ 
tershire, Derby) 

204* - AJA Wheater (Hampshire v Warwick¬ 
shire, Edgbaston) 

202* - BL D'Oliveira (Worcestershire v Glam¬ 
organ, Cardiff) 

202 - A Lyth (Yorkshire v Surrey The Kia 
Oval) 

201 * - NRT Gubbins (Middlesex v Lancashire 
Lord's) 

198 - JM Bairstow (Yorkshire v Surrey 
Headingley) 

191 - AN Petersen (Lancashire v Middlesex, 
Lord's) 

191 - SA Northeast (Kent v Derbyshire, 
Canterbury) 

190 - SA Northeast (Kent v Sussex, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells) 

CHAMPIONSHIP MOST WICKETS 


CJ McKay (Le) 

GR Napier (Es) 

J Leach (Wo) 

KM Jarvis (La) 

JA Porter (Es) 

KHD Barker (Wk) 

GJ Batty (Sy) 

JS Patel (Wk) 

RS Bopara (Es) 

LC Norwell (Gs) 

N Wagner (La) 

JT Ball (Nt) 

TJ Murtagh (Mx) 

HF Gurney (Nt) 

SA Patterson (Yor) 

TS Roland-Jones (Mx) 
ME Claydon (Kent) 
CN Miles (Gs) 

TD Groenewald (Sm) 
MJ Henry (Wo) 

G Onions (Dur) 

DA Payne (Gs) 

MJ Leach (Sm) 

BA Raine (Le) 

MG Hogan (Gm) 

CE Shreck (Le) 

J Shaw (Gs,Yor) 


RnsWk BB Av 
885 41 6-73 21.58 
1016 38 5-82 26.73 
1063 38 5-70 27.97 
1078 38 6-70 28.36 
1088 38 5-46 28.63 
968 37 5-53 26.16 
940 35 7-32 26.85 
955 35 5-61 27.28 
695 32 5-49 21.71 
845 32 4-65 26.40 
937 32 6-66 29.28 
742 31 5-98 23.93 
755 31 5-53 24.35 
973 31 5-75 31.38 
766 30 6-56 25.53 
872 30 5-61 29.06 
1169 30 5-10638.9 
904 29 5-54 31.17 
770 28 5-90 27.50 

716 27 5-36 26.51 
933 27 4-62 34.55 
876 26 5-36 33.69 

717 25 5-77 28.68 
758 25 4-30 30.32 
772 25 4-74 30.88 
868 25 4-79 34.72 
1101 25 4-52 44.04 


CHAMPIONSHIP BEST BOWLING 

9-36 CR Woakes (Warwickshire v Durham, 
Edgbaston) 

7-32 GJ Batty ( Surrey v Somerset, Taunton) 
7-76 MR Quinn Essex v Gloucestershire, 
Cheltenham) 

7-112 Imran Tahir ( Nottinghamshire v 
Somerset, Trent Bridge) 

7-146 WS Davis (Derbyshire v Glamorgan, 
Colwyn Bay) 

6-36 ZS Ansari (Surrey v Nottinghamshire 
The Kia Oval) 

6-51 GJ Batty (Surrey v Hampshire The 
Ageas Bowl) 

6-56 SA Patterson (Yorkshire v Durham, 
Chester-le-Street) 

6-66 N Wagner (Lancashire v Nottingham¬ 
shire, Old Trafford) 

6-68 - Azharullah ( Northamptonshire v 
Sussex, Arundel) 

6-70 - KM Jarvis (Lancashire v Surrey, Old 
Trafford) 

6-73 - CJ McKay (Leicestershire v Glamor¬ 
gan) 


6-79 - OP Rayner (Middlesex v Surrey, Kia 
Oval) 

5-25 - TC Smith (Lancashire v Durham, 
Southport) 

5-33 - WJ Weighell (Durham v Warwickshire 
Edgbaston) 

5-36 - MJ Henry (Worcestershire v North¬ 
amptonshire, Northampton) 

5-36 - DA Payne (Gloucestershire v Leicester¬ 
shire, Cheltenham) 

5-42 - J Overton (Somerset v Hampshire The 
Ageas Bowl) 

5-45 - N Wagner (Lancashire v Nottingham¬ 
shire, Old Trafford) 

5-46 - JA Porter (Essex v Northamptonshire, 
Chelmsford) 

5-49 - RS Bopara (Essex v Derbyshire, 
Chelmsford) 

5-49 - KM Jarvis (Lancashire v Surrey, Old 
Trafford) 

5-49 - MW Parkinson (Lancashire v Warwick¬ 
shire, Old Trafford) 

5-53 - KHD Barker (Warwickshire v Hamp¬ 
shire, The Ageas Bowl) 

HAMPSHIRE CHAMPIONSHIP BATTING 


LA Dawson 
SM Ervine 
R McLaren 
LD McManus 
Shahid Afridi 
WR Smith 
RA Stevenson 
JM Vince 
JJ Weatherley 
BTJ Wheal 
AJA Wheater 

MOST WICKETS 


MT Coles (Kent) 

HF Gurney (Nt) 

GG White (Nr) 

L Gregory (Sm) 

TD Groenewald (Sm) 
GJ Batty (Sy) 

TS Roland-Jones (Mx) 
CJ Jordan (Sx) 

JEC Franklin (Mx) 

RJ Gleeson (Nr) 

R Clarke (Wk) 


8 

359 

100 

*71.8 

6 

219 

53 

36.50 

4 

136 

46* 

45.33 

5 

90 

35 

18.00 

1 

4 

4 

4.00 

8 

225 

84 

32.14 

1 

0 

0 

0.00 

1 

41 

41 

41.00 

2 

29 

27 

14.50 

3 

19 

13 

19.00 

5 

238 

90 


RnsWk 

BB 

Av 

379 21 

6-56 

i 18.04 

376 19 

5-51 

19.78 


269 16 6-37 16.81 
293 15 4-23 19.53 
343 15 3-30 22.86 
210 13 5-41 16.15 
254 3 214 13 4-40 
308 13 5-28 23.69 
250 12 3-25 20.83 
269 12 5-47 22.41 
295 12 5-26 24.58 




JS Patel (Wk) 

344 12 3-34 28.66 


In Rns HS Av 

C Rushworth (Dur) 

389 12 3-19 32.41 

JHK Adams 

15 454 86 30.26 

RE van der Merwe (Sm) 239 11 3-51 21.72 

TP Alsop 

12 356 72 29.66 

SC Meaker (Sy) 

287 11 3-47 26.09 

GM Andrew 

6 60 21 12.00 

GK Berg (Ham) 

305 11 4-25 27.72 

GK Berg 

5 138 56 27.60 

Azharullah (Nr) 

389 11 5-43 35.36 

TL Best 

8 49 23* 7.00 

GG Wagg (Gm) 

411 11 2-48 37.36 

MA Carberry 

15 411 107 29.35 

MG Hogan (Gm) 

430 114-41 39.09 

MS Crane 

11 81 22 9.00 



LA Dawson 

14 392 116 30.15 

HAMPSHIRE BOWLING 


FH Edwards 

1 4 4 4.00 


RnsWk BB Av 

SM Ervine 

14 527 123 43.91 

GM Andrew 

315 7 2-32 45.00 

R McLaren 

14 428 85 47.55 

GK Berg 

305 11 4-25 27.72 

LD McManus 

5 172 132* 43.00 

TL Best 

122 1 1-47 122.00 

WR Smith 

18 395 67 21.94 

MS Crane 

349 9 4-80 38.77 

JA Tomlinson 

9 75 23* 15.00 

LA Dawson 

302 8 2-42 37.75 

RJW Topley 

1 15 15 15.00 

SM Ervine 

84 1 1-34 84.00 

JM Vince 

7 275 119 39.28 

R McLaren 

182 10 4-42 18.20 

JJ Weatherley 

2 13 9 6.50 

Shahid Afridi 

44 0 

BTJ Wheal 

3 15 14 7.50 

WR Smith 

70 0 

AJA Wheater 

16 648 204* 54.0 

RA Stevenson 

142 2 1-28 71.00 

CP Wood 

2 37 31 18.50 

JJ Weatherley 

17 0 



BTJ Wheal 

143 7 4-38 20.42 


HAMPSHIRE CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING 


TP Alsop 
GM Andrew 
GK Berg 
TL Best 
MS Crane 
LA Dawson 
FH Edwards 
SM Ervine 
R McLaren 
WR Smith 
JA Tomlinson 
JM Vince 
BTJ Wheal 
CP Wood 

ROYAL LONDON CUP 
OVERALL BATTING 


MJ Lumb (Nt) 

MH Wessels (Nt) 

BM Duckett (Nr) 

JD Ryder (Es) 

SR Hain (Wk) 

JL Denly (Kent) 

CA Ingram (Gm) 

LA Dawson (Ham) 

PR Stirling (Mx) 

A Lyth (Yor) 

M Klinger (Gs) 

DJ Bell-Drummond 
(Kent) 

DT Christian (Nt) 

BT Slater (Dy) 

TP Alsop (Ham) 

JJ Roy (Sy) 

J Allenby (Sm) 

NLJ Browne (Es) 

HAMPSHIRE BATTING 

JHK Adams 
TP Alsop 
GM Andrew 
GK Berg 
TL Best 
MS Crane 


RnsWk BB Av 
66 2 2-59 33.00 
308 6 3-104 51.33 
317 7 3-85 45.28 
554 14 5-90 39.57 
754 17 3-19 44.35 
389 4 1-19 97.25 
247 3 3-102 82.33 
171 1 1-32 171.00 
724 23 5-104 31.4 
210 3 1-17 70.00 
483 14 4-74 34.50 
72 2 1-14 36.00 
147 0 

139 3 2-79 46.33 


Inn Rns 

HS 

Av 

7 

482 

184 

68.85 

7 

453 

146 

64.7 

6 

436 

121 

72.66 

7 

430 

131 

61.42 

7 

424 

107 

70.66 

8 

397 

105 

66.16 

7 

367 

107 

61.16 

8 

359 

100 

*71.8 

8 

348 

125 

* 49.71 

7 

347 

136 

49.57 

7 

337 

166 

* 56.16 

7 

330 

91 

47.14 

7 

328 

94 

46.85 

6 

328 

148 

*82.0 

7 

327 

116 

54.50 

8 

321 

93* 

45.85 

8 

320 

71 

40.00 

7 

319 

99 

45.57 

Inn Rns 

HS 

Av 

7 

221 

92 

31.57 

7 

327 

116 

54.50 

8 

152 

70* 

30.40 

4 

42 

23 

14.00 


0 0 * 
12 7* 


HIGHEST INNINGS 

184 - MJ Lumb (Nottinghamshire v North¬ 
amptonshire, Trent Bridge) 

175 -TM Head (Yorkshire v Leicestershire, 
Grace Road) 

166* - M Klinger (Gloucestershire v Hamp¬ 
shire, Bristol) 

148* - BT Slater (Derbyshire v Northampton¬ 
shire, Northampton) 

146 - MH Wessels (Nottinghamshire v 
Northamptonshire, Trent Bridge) 

142 - CDJ Dent (Gloucestershire v Hamp¬ 
shire, Bristol) 

136 - A Lyth (Yorkshire v Lancashire, Old 
Trafford) 

134 - Rl Keogh (Northamptonshire v Dur¬ 
ham, Northampton) 

133 - MJ Lumb (Nottinghamshire v War¬ 
wickshire, Trent Bridge) 

131 - JD Ryder (Essex v Surrey, Chelmsford) 
131 * - JA Leaning (Yorkshire v Leicester¬ 
shire, Grace Road) 

128 - RK Kleinveldt (Northamptonshire v 
Nottinghamshire, Trent Bridge) 

125 - RD Pringle (Durham v Derbyshire, 
Derby) 

125* - PR Stirling (Middlesex v Gloucester¬ 
shire, Bristol) 

125 - A Lyth (Yorkshire v Northampton¬ 
shire, Scarborough) 

121 - BM Duckett (Northamptonshire v 
Yorkshire, Scarborough) 

BEST BOWLING 

6-37 GG White (Northamptonshire v Lanca¬ 
shire, Northampton) 

6-56 - MT Coles (Kent v Hampshire, The 
Ageas Bowl) 

5-26 - R Clarke (Warwickshire v Worcester¬ 
shire, Edgbaston) 

5-28 - CJ Jordan (Sussex v Middlesex, Hove) 
5-41 - GJ Batty (Surrey v Gloucestershire, 

The Kia Oval) 

5-42 - JC Archer (Sussex v Somerset, 
Taunton) 

5-43 - Azharullah (Northamptonshire v Dur¬ 
ham County Ground, Northampton) 
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LOCAL CRICKET 




Is pool maintenance a cho 
Does your pool go green 
Do you want to use less chemicals 

If the answer is yes then vss; 


LONGPARISH’S three-pronged Hampshire Cricket 
League promotion bid has been boosted by the 
announcement of a club sponsorship by Over- 


ton-based Floatron “for all your swimming pool 
needs.” 

Parish are currently top of County Division 2 and 


have both their second and third teams strongly 
pushing for promotion in the North regional divi¬ 
sions. 


ROPLEY SET SIGHTS ON 
PROMOTION HOPE FIGHT 


ARE Ropley about to gate¬ 
crash the Hampshire League, 
County Division 1 promotion 
party? 

A spate of victories, coinciding 
with some unexpected slip-ups by 
Purbrook and Portsmouth & South- 
sea, has left them fourth and only 12 
points adrift of a potential promotion 
place. 

Three games are left and Ropley, 
with South African import Tim Nie- 
mand ablaze with runs, might just 
burgle their way in, writes Mike 
Vimpany. 

On the face of it, Ropley have a less 
demanding August than their two 
PO-postcode rivals. 

Remaining games 

Alton II: Portsmouth & Southsea 
(h), Fareham & Crofton (a), Elling- 
ham (h). 

Purbrook: Shrewton (a), Burridge II 
(h), Hook & Newnham Basics II (h). 

P & S: Alton (a), St Cross Symondi- 
ans (h), New Milton II (a). 

Ropley: Sarisbury Athletic (h), OTs 
& Romsey (a), Andover II (h). 

Niemand notched his second con¬ 
secutive century and a third of the 
season, hitting an unbeaten 108 as 
Ropley surprised promotion favour¬ 
ites Purbrook with a six-wicket win. 

They chased down the visitors’ 216- 
9 (Martin Lee 51) to leave Purbrook 
just above P & S in the log. 

The result established still unbeat¬ 
en Alton II as title favourites. 

The Brewers’ 11th straight win - 
they beat New Milton (182) by five 
wickets - gave them a 33-point lead 
at the top going into today’s visit to 
Ventnor II. 

The Benfield brothers, Matt (78) and 
Tom (45) were to the fore as rivals 



Ropley CC. Standing (from left): Will Gabb, Seb Newens, George Wickens, 

Ed Stennett, Ed Dixon, Will Stennett. Front: James Forrest, Alex Spencer, 
Alexander Stogdon, Tim Niemand, Jimmy Hawkings. Right - former Saints star 
Jason Dodd. 


Portsmouth & Southsea beat lowly 
Andover II. 

Any faint hopes Hook II had of a 
top two place effectively ended when 
Bishops Waltham gained a much 
needed 27-run win over them. 

Teenage due Harry Warner (98) 
and Rhodes Franklin (67) top scored 
in Hook’s 247-9 - but by then Andy 
Wymbs (75) and Henry McGhee (66) 
had already steered Waltham to 275-6. 

Although they won for the first time 
in ten outings, beating Ventnor by 99 
runs, Totton & Eling II are virtually 
doomed. 


And Ellingham are dropping like a 
stone. 

They lost by 52 runs to visiting Sa¬ 
risbury II (Colin Day 147). 

Fareham & Crofton have a fair 
sprinkling of Pompey fans in their 
ranks, so imagine their mood when 
ex-Saints star Jason Dodd cracked 80 
against them as OTs & Romsey piled 
up 265-9. 

Fareham’s response didn’t get into 
top gear until the final ten overs 
when Angus Southon (55) and Luke 
Cornish came within eight runs of 
scoring the 100 they needed. 


Big day 
coming 
for Matt 

CURDRIDGE CC secretary 
Matt Cozens insists the club 
is eager to attract players to 
the club when they host their 
ECB Club Open Day. 

The ECB Club Open Days 
initiative, supported by 
Waitrose, is a nationwide 
programme that aims to help 
boost grassroots cricket 
participation by encouraging 
cricket clubs to open their 
pavilion doors and welcome 
guests from their local 
community for a day of 
cricket taster sessions and 
activities. 

This summer more than a 
1000 cricket clubs will host a 
Club Open Day nationwide, 
with Curdbridge one of them 
on Sunday August 21. 

Two T20 matches will take 
place - the first an Over 35s v 
Under 35s game, while the 
second will be a mix. 

Cozens believes the day 
could be an important 
moment for the club. 

Cozens said: “The club is 
tiny and we are always 
desperate to attract players. 
Hopefully it will be a popular 
day and we encourage 
players to join. 

“We want to encourage 
family and friends to come 
down. We have a lovely 
ground and great facilities. 

“There are about four clubs 
around us that have great set¬ 
ups and it is hard for us to 
attract players. 

“We just want a real 
generator of players and 
funds. We don’t make much 
money. 

Entering its third year, the 
ECB Club Open Day scheme 
has proved to be a successful 
initiative, with 900 clubs 
holding events in 2014 - a 
300 per cent increase from 
2013 - welcoming 116,820 
guests, with 9,000 becoming 
new players, volunteers and 
social members. 

Clubs taking part will enjoy 
£100 food and drink offer 
from Waitrose to help deliver 
their event, and Cozens is 
hoping to get many new faces 
through the door. 

# For more information about 
Club Open Days, supported by 
Waitrose, including a full list of 
clubs registered, visit ecb.co.uk/ 
clubopendays 



Moeen Ali at an ECB 
Coaching Session last 
year. 
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IN THICK OF TITLE RACE 



Hook & NB. Standing (from left): Ian Simpson (coach), Nick Willcock, Jordan Hobday, Matt Love, Richard Willcock, Shane 
Brewer, Rhodes Franklin. Kneeling: Kevin Poulter, Aniket Divecha, Josh Buckingham, Matt Buckingham, Kieran Thomson. 


HOOK & Newnham Basics are 
once again in the thick of the 
Southern Premier League Di¬ 
vision 1 title race. 

But they look to have their work cut 
out if they are to better last season’s 
runners-up position. 

Edged into second place in last 
year’s ‘winner takes all’ title show¬ 
down with New Milton, Hook look to 
be vying with Sarisbury and Ando¬ 
ver for the crown. 

Hook appeared out of the altogeth¬ 
er after losing their first three games, 
after which they could barely win a 
game at their KGV home. 

But they have put that awful start 
behind them and have won seven of 
their last eight matches - a run they 
will need to take into a demanding 
finale. 

Hook’s run, which includes key 
games with Andover, Bournemouth 
and then Basingstoke on the final day 
of the season, is far more testing than 
the others. 

Remaining games: 

Sarisbury Athletic: Rowledge [h], 
Portsmouth [a], Liphook & Ripsley 
[h], Bournemouth [a]. 

Hook: Andover [h], Bournemouth 
[a], Totton & Eling [h], Basingstoke & 
North Hants [h]. 

Andover: Hook [h], Totton & Eling 
[a], Rowledge [h], Portsmouth [a]. 

But such has been the variance of 
results in SPL1 all summer that Bas¬ 
ingstoke & North Hants and Ports¬ 
mouth might still have a say before 
the final curtain falls. 

It all adds up to a fascinating end to 
the summer. 


• South Wilts host the ECB Nat- 
West Club T20 South Regional Finals 
at their Bemerton headquarters, Wil¬ 
ton Road, Salisbury, on Sunday from 
10am. 

Champion clubs from the Kent, 
Southern and Sussex Premier 
Leagues, along with the Surrey 


Championship, lock horns in a tasty 
four-way knockout tournament, the 
winners of which will go through 
to the national final in Cardiff next 
month. 

Hosts South Wilts are first on pa¬ 
rade and will face 2015 Sussex League 
winners Preston Nomads (Brighton). 

Hot favourites Sunbury (Middlesex) 


take the stage in the lunchtime T20 
with Tunbridge Wells (Kent). 

The two winners face off in the fi¬ 
nal at teatime. 

Admission is free and car parking 
is available. 

A licensed bar will be open 
throughout the event, with an all-day 
barbecue and music. 



St Cross under 15s. 


Team make it 
to UK finals 

ST Cross Symondians are through to 
the ECB Under-15 Championship na¬ 
tional finals at Rugby School on Au¬ 
gust 15 after beating Bedminster and 
Kingsbridge to become South & West 
region group winners. 

After beating Hook & Newnham 
Basics in the Hampshire final, they 
brushed aside Ryde Cavaliers to pro¬ 
gress to the regional finals. 

The two St Cross matches at Mill- 
field could hardly have been more 
contrasting. 

They ran up 180-7 in 20 overs before 
shooting Kingsbridge (Devon) out for 
a feeble 17. 

Then they edged a thrilling two-run 
win against Dorset champions Bed¬ 
minster in the final. 

Results 

St Cross 140-5 (Hazitt 42, Ayers 37) 
beat Ryde Cavaliers 106-5 (Sprengel 
36) by 34 runs. 

St Cross 180-7 (Trussler 44, Ayers 35, 
Nichols 27) beat Kingsbridge 17 (Pat¬ 
ten 5-6, Trussler 4-10) by 163 runs. 

St Cross 118-6 (Patten 40, Ayers 28) 
beat Bedminster 116 (Tryfonos 51, 
Ayers 3-16, Z Organ 2-16, J Organ 2-22) 
by two runs. 


41 run win 
trophy bid 

QUEENSLANDER Justin Reid 
led Tichborne Park to a 41- 
run victory over Longparish 
in the Winchester & District 
CA Tichborne Trophy, hitting 
an unbeaten 56 and later 
taking two wickets. 

Reid, who will captain the 
SPL2 promotion chasers for 
the rest of the season, top 
scored in Tichborne’s 141-9 
(Scott Sturt 4-36). 

Billy Mead (31) and Will de 
Cani (23) responded for 
Longparish, but with 
Tichborne putting six fielders 
around the boundary from the 
start, the Test Valley side had 
little chance of chasing down 
the target and closed at 103- 
6, Ed Berry 3-27. 

Compton & Chandler’s Ford 
beat Easton & Martyr Worthy 
in the Iggdeslen plate final. 



Justin Reid. 


Scrapping 
it out... 

Lymington all-rounder Matt 
Metcalfe and Alton off- 
spinner Julian Ballinger are 
once again scrapping it out 
for the Southern Premier 
League’s bowling award. 

Going into today’s ‘home 
straight’ Metcalfe had 35 
wickets and 2015 winner 
Ballinger 30, with Havant all- 
rounder Richard Hindley 
close behind with 28. 

Seven batsmen have so far 
beaten the 500-run milestone, 
with South Australia Under-19 
captain Jake Winter and 
Gosport’s Kiwi batsman 
Michael Ruffell leading the 
way. 

Leading players - 

Batting 

* Jake Winter (South Wilts) 655, 
* Michael Ruffell (Gosport 
Borough) 653, Basil Akram 
(Sarisbury Athletic) 631, Ben 
Walker (Havant) 583, Paul 
Hawkins (St Cross Symondians) 
525, Jack Mynott (South Wilts) 
513, * Dan Hutton (Alton) 502. 

Bowling 

Matt Metcalfe (Lymington) 35, 
Julian Ballinger (Alton) 30, 

Richard Hindley (Havant) 28, 
Shayne Freemantle (25), Jez 
Warner (Bournemouth) 25, Dan 
Stancliffe (Burridge) 25, Tom 
Pearce (South Wilts II) 24, Dorn 
Clutterbuck (Bournemouth) 24, * 
Geoff Dods (Burridge) 24, Mark 
Lavelle (Calmore Sports) 23. 

Wicket-keeping 

Sam Pittman (South Wilts) 30, 
Tom Arnold (New Milton) 23, 
Simon Ennew (Paultons) 22. 

Catches 

Basil Akram (Sarisbury Athletic) 
15, Scott Myers (Alton), Boiswell 
Chapungu (Hursley Park) 14, Lee 
Harrop (Gosport Borough) 13. 
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would Ilk 
give you 


Rockley Park 


UP TO 


Holidays, Marina & Spa 


towards your holiday 
home deposit 

ENDS MONDAY 29TH 
k. AUGUST 2016 i 


CALL 0333 202 1455 VISIT ROCKLEY PARK.CO.UK 


Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at standard UK rates and will be included in any inclusive minute bundles 


Blandford 

Forum 


New 

Forest 


Poole Bournemouth 


Dorchester 


Rockley Park 


Weymouth 


Isle of 
Portland 


Our award-winning park is just across the water from Sandbanks 
home to Britain’s rich and famous. With miles of sheltered sand, 


shingle beach and turquoise water to enjoy here on Dorset’s Jurassic 
Coast, we reckon that our park is priceless. After all, we have 
stunning views (especially at sunset) over Poole Harbour, 
Europe’s largest natural harbour. 


Owners only facilities & benefits 


Owners’ lou 


and bar 


Privilege Plus Card offering an extra 
15% spending power on park 

Owners’ Wine Club 

Nature reserve and private beach 

Boat storage, mooring and launching 


Owners’ heated outdoor 
swimming pool 


Owners’ private gym and health suite 
including sauna, steam room & jacuzzi 


Rockley Park 
Holiday Park, 
Hamworthy, 
Poole, Dorset 

BH15 4LZ 
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Terms and conditions: “Offer is valid on all new and pre-owned holiday homes. Valid on all new customer sales made between Friday 15 July and Monday 29 August 2016. Applicable to one purchase per household. The offer is applicable to new purchases only and cannot be combined with any other discounts, offers or promotions. 
Where finance is applicable, the offer applies to all lenders except Evergreen who require a minimum cash deposit of £2,000. Subject to status and deposit criteria. There is no cash alternative. Parks cannot be used as a permanent residence. Bourne Leisure Limited is registered in England and Wales, no 04011660. 

Registered office 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP24YL 
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Get the smile 

you've always SolutionsDental 

* * CLINIC 

dreamed of! 


Louise was a very nervous patient and 
scared of the dentist. Using sedative 
medication, which helped to take away 
Louise's anxiety and phobia, 
dental implants were placed to help 
permanently restore her new teeth using 
our Same Day Teeth procedure. 

"I used to be a very nervous patient. 

But from the first time I met the team 
I felt at ease. Thanks to their support and 
amazing skills I now have beautiful teeth 
that feel like they are part of me. 

I feel brilliant and can't thank the team 
enough." 

Louise - Same Day Teeth patient 



MM 

The hand-made teeth 
we fabricated 




Teeth 


SAME DAYTEETH-gjfe 


Book a FREE Consultation or 
reserve your place on 
our Discovery Days 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician, GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Tel: 01962 657 534 

www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester SQ22 6RN 




Newmarket 

Holidays 

BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

2015 


Rest, relax 
and discover 
more on a 
River Cruise 


Amsterdam & Bulbfields 

Dutch Waterways Cruise on board Olympia 
4 days from £359.00,17 April 2017 

Discover the world’s most famous flower gardens, the canals and cobblestones 
of Amsterdam, and the historic fishing villages of the surrounding ‘polder land’. 
With calls in Volendam and Zaandam on the reclaimed Markermeer, and a visit to 
famous Keukenhof Gardens included. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Embark in Amsterdam-the 
delightful Dutch capital 

• Call at Hoorn-Zuider Zee port 

• Included half-day excursion to the 
renowned Keukenhof Gardens 

• Call at Zaandam 

• On-board evening and English 
commentary 


• Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 

• Three nights’ full board 
accommodation on board Olympia 

• Coach travel from the local area and 
Channel crossings 


call 0330 160 7751 


visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/ncs 


Rhine Christmas 
Markets Cruise 

Festive Fun on board Olympia 
4 days from £279.00,14 December 2016 

Cruise from Boppard through the heart of the Rhine Valley, to call at Rudesheim 
and Koblenz, home to some of the Rhine’s best-loved Christmas Markets. 
Highlights & inclusions 

• Embark in Boppard 

• Cruise through the beautiful Rhine 
Gorge, beneath the Lorelei 

• Christmas Market calls at Rudesheim 
and Koblenz 

• On-board entertainment and English 
commentary 


Escorted by a friendly, experienced 
cruise manager 
Three nights’ full board 
accommodation on board Olympia 
Coach travel from the local area and 
Channel crossings 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays 
Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply Standard phone charges 


llABTA 

Travel with confidence 


Daily Echo 


Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 
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SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND 


TABLES 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm.0 

HT 0-0 

Blackburn.1 

Stokes 67 
HT 0-3 

Bristol C.2 

Abraham 81, Reid 90 
HT 0-1 

Derby Cty.0 

HT 0-0 

Huddersfld.2 

Kachunga 50 
Palmer 79 
HT 0-0 

Ipswich.4 

Ward 46,61,84 
McGoldrick 63 pen 
HT 0-0 

Nottm For.4 

Assombalonga 23,77 
Lam 45 
Burke 49 
HT 2-2 

Reading.1 

Swift 35 
HT 1-0 

Rotherham.2 

Ward 9 
Vaulks 20 
HT 2-1 


Cardiff.0 

Att 19,833 

Norwich.4 

J Murphy 12, Hoolahan 17 
Jerome 25, Naismith 58 
Att 12,641 

Wigan.1 

Gilbey 32 
Att 17,635 

Brighton.0 

Att 28,749 

Brentford.1 

Yennaris 77 
Att 18,479 

Barnsley.2 

Hourihane 49 
Watkins 74 
Att 17,370 

Burton Albion.3 

Akins 27 
Dyer 30 
Naylor 90 
Att 23,012 

Preston.0 

Att 15,764 

Wolves.2 

Saville 39 


Bodvarsson 65 
Att 11,291 


P 

Norwich 1 

Ipswich 1 

Nottm For 1 

Bristol C 1 

Huddersfld 1 

Fulham 1 

Reading 1 

Rotherham 1 

Wolves 1 

Birminghm 1 

Brighton 1 

Cardiff 1 

Derby Cty 1 

A. Villa 0 

Leeds Utd 0 

Q.P.R. 0 

Sheff Wed 0 

Burton Albion 1 
Brentford 1 

Wigan 1 

Newcastle 1 

Preston 1 

Barnsley 1 

Blackburn 1 


HOME 

W D L F 

0 0 0 0 

10 0 4 

10 0 4 

10 0 2 

10 0 2 

10 0 1 

10 0 1 

0 10 2 

0 0 0 0 

0 10 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 10 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 11 


A W D 

0 1 0 

2 0 0 

3 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 0 0 

0 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 1 

0 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 0 0 


L F A Pt 
0 4 13 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 1 
0 2 2 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
13 4 0 
112 0 
112 0 
10 10 
10 10 
12 4 0 
0 0 0 0 


SkyBet League One 


Bolton.1 

Spearing 37 
HT 1-0 

Bradford.0 


HT 0-0 

Bury. 

Danns 71 pen 

Etuhu 87 

HT 0-0 

Millwall. 

.2 

.3 

Gregory 13 pen 

O’Brien 45 

Webster 46 

HT 2-0 

Northmptn. 

.1 

Neal 9 og 

HT 1-0 

Oxford Utd. 

.1 

Thomas 31 

HT 1-0 

Rochdale 

2 

Cannon 8 

Henderson 32 pen 

HT 2-2 

Scunthorpe. 

.3 

van Veen 66 

Morris 81 

Wootton 90 

HT 0-1 



Shrewsbry.0 


Sheff Utd.0 

Att 17,050 

Port Vale.0 

Att 18,558 

Charlton.0 


Att 4,037 

Oldham.0 


Att 9,787 

Fleetwood Town.1 

Nirennold 52 
Att 5,157 

Chesterfld.1 

Evans 76 
Att 8,679 

Peterboro.3 

Maddison 21 
Forrester 37 
Edwards 89 
Att 3,243 

Bristol R.1 

Taylor 31 


Att 4,636 

M K Dons.1 


HT 0-0 

Southend.1 

McLaughlin 23 


Powell 73 
Att 5,452 

Gillingham.3 

Emmanuel-Thomas 38 
Ehmer 47 


HT 1-1 

Swindon.... 

Kasim 86 
HT 0-0 

Walsall. 

Oztumer 7 
Jackson 38,72 
HT 2-0 


P W 

Millwall 1 1 

Gillingham 1 0 

Scunthorpe 1 1 

Walsall 1 1 

Bury 1 1 

Peterboro 1 0 

Bolton 1 1 

M K Dons 1 0 

Swindon 1 1 

Chesterfld 1 0 

Fleetwood Tn 1 0 

Northmptn 1 0 

Oxford Utd 1 0 

Bradford 1 0 

Port Vale 1 0 

Rochdale 1 0 

Coventry 1 0 

Sheff Utd 1 0 

Shrewsbry 1 0 

Wimbledon 1 0 

Bristol R 1 0 

Southend 1 0 

Charlton 1 0 

Oldham 1 0 


1 

3 


HOME 

D L F 
0 0 3 
0 0 0 
0 0 3 
0 0 3 
0 0 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 1 
1 0 1 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 1 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 


A 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 


Att 8,141 

Coventry.0 

Att 9,023 

AFC Wimbledon.1 

Taylor 90 pen 
Att 5,845 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

1 0 0 3 1 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

1 0 0 3 2 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

10 0 10 3 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

0 10 111 

0 10 111 

0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 1 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 10 10 

0 0 10 10 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 1 13 0 

0 0 1 13 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 1 0 2 0 

0 0 1 0 3 0 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley. 

.3 

Doncaster. 

.2 

Boco 8 



Rowe 12 

Pearson 29 



Williams 82 

McConville 90 




HT 2-1 



Att 2,647 

Blackpool. 

.2 

Exeter. 

.0 

Vassell 20 




Brown 53 og 




HT 1-0 



Att 3,754 

Cambridge. 

.1 

Barnet. 

.1 

Mingoia 61 



Nicholls 75 

HT 0-0 



Att 4,873 

Cheltnham. 

.1 

Leyton O. 

.1 

Waters 76 



Massey 3 

HT 0-1 



Att 3,912 

Crawley. 

1 

Wycombe . . 

.0 

Smith 59 




HT 0-0 



Att 2,471 

Grimsby. 

2 

Morecambe 

.o 

Jackson 6 




Davies 63 




HT 1-0 



Att 6,004 

Hartlepool 

1 

Colchester.... 

1 

Paynter 27 pen 



Eastman 4 

HT 1-1 



Att 4,055 

Newport County. 

.2 

Mansfield. 

.3 

Compton 18 



Green 12 

Labadie 78 



D Rose 66 




Hurst 90 

HT 1-1 



Att 2,790 

Plymouth. 

.0 

Luton. 

.3 




Hylton 50 




Marriott 69 




Smith 90 

HT 0-0 



Att 9,761 

POMPEY. 

.1 

Carlisle. 

.1 

Baker 42 



Lam be 14 

HT 1-1 



Att 17,570 

Stevenage. 

.1 

Crewe. 

.2 

Lee 90 



Lowe 64 




Kiwomya 80 

HT 0-0 




Yeovil. 

.2 

Notts Cnty. .. 

.0 

Dawson 16 




Khan 23 




HT 2-0 



Att 3,715 


HOME AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Raith 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

Dunfrmline 1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Hibernian 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Dundee Utd 1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Morton 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Queen Sth 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

St Mirren 1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Dumbarton 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

0 

Falkirk 1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ayr Utd 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

| Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 

Alloa. 




...4 


Peterhead 




.0 

Kirkpatrick 9,43 
Cawley 14 

Layne 69 












HT 3-0 










Att 504 

Brechin. 




...2 


Stenhsmuir 



1 

Trouten 35 










Kerr 67 

Caldwell 79 












HT 1-0 










Att 402 

East Fife. 




.2 


Albion R.. 




.2 

Smith 4 









Ferguson 15 

Dunlop 45 og 









Wallace 65 

HT 2-1 










Att 682 

Livingston .... 




...5 


Stranraer. 




.1 

Pitman 5,90 









Malcolm 55 

Mullen 24 












Buchanan 72 pen,87 











HT 2-0 










Att 693 

Queen Park.. 




.1 


Airdrieonians... 


.3 

Fitzpatrick 82 og 








Russell 29 pen 










Fitzpatrick 51 











Brown 90 

HT 0-1 










Att 957 



HOME 




AWAY 



P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Livingston 1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Alloa 1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Airdrieonians 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

3 

Brechin 1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Albion R 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

East Fife 1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Stenhsmuir 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Queen Park 1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stranraer 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

Peterhead 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 


P w 

Luton 1 0 

Blackpool 1 1 

Grimsby 1 1 

Yeovil 1 1 

Acc Stanley 1 1 

Mansfield 1 0 

Crewe 1 0 

Crawley 1 1 

Barnet 1 0 

Cambridge 1 0 

Carlisle 1 0 

Cheltnham 1 0 

Colchester 1 0 

Hartlepool 1 0 

Leyton O 1 0 

POMPEY 1 0 

Doncaster 1 0 

Newport Co 1 0 

Stevenage 1 0 

Wycombe 1 0 

Exeter 1 0 

Morecambe 1 0 

Notts Cnty 1 0 

Plymouth 1 0 


HOME 

D L F A W 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 3 2 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 10 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
10 11 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
10 11 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
10 11 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
10 11 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 12 3 0 
0 112 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10 3 0 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
0 0 3 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 3 2 3 
0 0 2 1 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
10 111 
0 0 0 0 1 
10 111 
0 0 0 0 1 
10 111 
0 0 0 0 1 
10 111 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 12 3 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10 10 
0 10 2 0 
0 10 2 0 
0 10 2 0 
0 0 0 0 0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Kilmarnock 

1 

Motherwell 

2 

M Smith 82 


Ainsworth 41 



Johnson 46 

HT 0-1 



Att 4,308 

Partick. 

.2 

Inverness CT.... 

. 0 

Erskine 36 




Amoo 60 




HT 1-0 



Att 2,943 

Rangers. 

. 1 

Hamilton. 

. 1 

Waghorn 62 


Crawford 30 

HT 0-1 


Att 49,125 

Ross Cnty. 

. 1 

Dundee. 

.3 


Curran 67 










Loy 13,41 pen 











McGowan 62 

HT 0-2 











Att 3,669 




HOME 




AWAY 




P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pt 

Dundee 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

3 

Partick 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Motherwell 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Hamilton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Rangers 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Aberdeen 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Celtic 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Hearts 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

St Johnstn 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kilmarnock 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ross Cnty 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inverness CT 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Ayr Utd.0 

HT 0-1 

Dundee Utd.1 

Van der Velden 58 
HT 0-1 

Dunfrmline.4 

Cardie 24,26,66 
Hopkirk 81 
HT 2-1 

Falkirk.1 

Sibbald 9 
HT 1-1 

St Mirren.1 

Sutton 83 
HT 0-1 


Raith.2 

Callachan 19 
Matthews 75 
Att 1,550 

Queen Sth.1 

Millar 40 
Att 7,058 

Dumbarton.3 

R Thomson 18 
Docherty 90 pen,90 pen 
Att 3,496 

Hibernian.2 

Cummings 2,48 
Att 6,458 

Morton.1 

O’Ware 17 
Att 4,997 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Annan Athletic. 

.3 

Stirling A.. 

.2 

Forsyth 18 og 



Dickson 12 

McKenna 31 



McKenzie 57 

Smith 42 




HT 3-1 



Att 421 

Arbroath . 

.1 

Berwick.... 

.1 

Scott 58 



Thomson 69 

HT 0-0 



Att 502 

Clyde. 

.2 

Montrose.. 

.1 

Easton 25 



Templeman 55 

Flynn 75 




HT 1-0 



Att 445 

Cowdenbth. 

.0 

Elgin . 

1 




McLeish 51 

HT 0-0 



Att 315 

Edinburgh City. 

.2 

Forfar. 

.3 


Beattie 20 
Guthrie 90 

HT 1-2 


Cox 10 pen 
Milne 41 
O’Brien 82 
Att 547 


Annan Ath 
Forfar 
Clyde 
Elgin 
Arbroath 
Berwick 1 

Edinburgh Cityl 
Stirling A 1 

Montrose 1 

Cowdenbth 1 


10 0 2 
0 0 0 0 
0 10 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 12 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 10 


A W D 

2 0 0 

0 1 0 

1 0 0 

0 1 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 1 

3 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 0 


AWAY 

L F A Pt 
0 0 0 3 
0 3 2 3 
0 0 0 3 
0 10 3 
0 0 0 1 
0 111 
0 0 0 0 
12 3 0 
112 0 
0 0 0 0 


HOME 

P W D L F 
110 0 3 

1 0 0 0 0 


1 


Vanarama National League 


Barrow.1 

Hughes 7 
HT 1-0 

Boreham W.1 

Shakes 30 
HT 1-0 

Bromley.0 

HT 0-2 

Dagenham.3 

Okenabirhie 15 
Guttridge 23 
Maguire-Dew 67 
HT 2-0 

EASTLEIGH.2 

Drury 11 
Partington 44 
HT 2-0 

Gateshead.3 

York 62,82 
M Smith 88 
HT 0-0 

Macclesfld.2 

Norburn 24, Holroyd 65 
HT 1-0 

Maidstone Utd.1 

Taylor 22 
HT 1-0 

N Ferriby.0 

HT 0-0 

Sutton Utd.1 

Beckwith 42 

HT 1-1 

Woking.1 

Yakubu 46 
HT 0-1 

Wrexham.0 

HT 0-0 


Aldershot.0 

Forest Grn.0 

Att 504 

Tranmere.2 

Norwood 9,44 

Southport.0 

Att 1,296 

Guiseley.1 

Rankine 57 
Att 2,407 

Chester FC.0 

Att 991 

Torquay.0 

Att 1,501 

York.1 

Kamdjo 69 

Braintree Town.0 

Att 557 

Solihull Moors.3 

Beswick 37 


Sterling-James 55 


Brown 77 
Att 1,305 

Lincoln City.3 

Marriott 28 
Rhead 60,73 pen 
Att 1,592 

Dover.0 


p w 

Dagenham 1 1 

Gateshead 1 1 

Lincoln City 1 0 

Solihull Moors 1 0 

Macclesfld 1 1 

Tranmere 1 0 

EASTLEIGH 1 1 

Barrow 1 1 

Boreham W 1 1 

Maidstone Utdl 0 
York 1 0 

Braintree Tn 1 0 

Dover 1 0 

N Ferriby 1 0 

Wrexham 1 0 

Guiseley 1 0 

Aldershot 1 0 

Forest Grn 10 
Sutton Utd 1 0 

Woking 1 0 

Bromley 1 0 

Torquay 1 0 

Chester FC 1 0 

Southport 1 0 


HOME 

D L F A W 
0 0 3 0 0 
0 0 3 0 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 2 1 0 
0 0 10 0 
0 0 10 0 
10 11 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 113 0 
0 113 0 
0 10 2 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 3 1 3 
0 0 3 1 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 2 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 1 
10 111 
1 0 0 0 1 
1 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 112 0 
0 10 10 
0 10 10 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10 2 0 
0 10 3 0 
0 10 3 0 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


B Stortfrd.0 

HT 0-0 

Dartford.L 

Brad brook 45 
Hayes 82 pen 
HT 1-0 

East Thurrock.0 

HT 0-1 

Eastbourne Borough.3 

Romaine 12,17,89 
HT 2-0 

Ebbsfleet United.4 

Ranee 7 
Kedwell 48,67 
Powell 77 
HT 1-0 

Maidenhead Utd.3 

Pritchard 33 
Marks 67 
Tarpey 80 
HT 1-0 

Margate.L 

HT 0-0 

Oxford C.2 

Enver-Marum 11,57 pen 
HT 1-1 

St Albans.2 

Akinyemi 33,33 
Morais 90 
HT 1-0 

Truro City.L 

Cooke 5 
White 22 
HT 2-0 

Weston-S-Mare.L 

Mawford 45 
Hamilton 46 og 
McClousky 71 
HT 1-1 


Hampton & Richmondl 

Jelley 89 pen 
Att 333 

Wealdstone.L 

Benyon 53 
Oshodi 90 

Hungerford Town.1 

Jarvis 39 
Att 244 

H Hempstead.0 

Att 595 

Poole Town.0 


Att 1,031 

Gosport Borough.0 


Bath City.L 

Welling U.1 

Waldren 22 

Concord Rgs.0 


Chelmsford.L 


Whitehawk.L 

Pope 14 og 


Att 236 


P W 

Ebbsfleet 1 1 

Eastbourne B 1 1 

Maidenhead U 1 1 

St Albans 1 1 

Oxford C 1 1 

H & Richmondl 0 
Hungerford T 1 0 

Bath City 0 0 
Chelmsford 0 0 
Dartford 0 0 
Margate 0 0 
Truro City 0 0 
Wealdstone 0 0 
W-S-Mare 0 0 
Whitehawk 0 0 
Welling U 1 0 

B Stortfrd 1 0 

East Thurrock 1 0 

Concord Rgs 1 0 

Gosport B 1 0 

H Hempstead 1 0 

Poole Town 1 0 


HOME 

D L F A W 
0 0 4 0 0 
0 0 3 0 0 
0 0 3 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 2 1 0 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10 1 0 
0 10 1 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 0 3 
0 0 10 3 
0 0 10 3 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 112 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10 2 0 
0 10 3 0 
0 10 3 0 
0 10 4 0 


Vanarama National Lge Nth 


AFC Telford.L 

HT 0-0 

Altrncham.2 

Lawrie 14 
Moult 89 pen 
HT 1-0 

Boston.L 

HT 0-1 

Brackley.0 

HT 0-0 

Chorley.3 

Gonzalez 10,84 
Teague 44 
HT 2-2 

Curzon Ashton.L 

HT 0-5 

Gainsboro.L 

Rothery 45 pen 

Nuneaton.2 

Williams 5 
Langmead 75 
HT 1-1 

Salford City.L 

HT 0-0 

Stockport County.L 

Lloyd 4 
Marsden 13 

Odejayi 45, Stopforth 90 
HT 3-1 

Worcester.L 

Hughes 12 pen,48 
HT 1-1 


AFC Fylde.L 

Darlington 1883.2 

Burgess 80 
Galbraith 90 pen 

Stalybrdge.L 

Owens 16 

Tamworth.0 

Att 360 

FC United of Man.3 

Thomson 16,63 
Wright 28 

Kiddrmnstr.L 

Ngwatala 7, Dieseruvwe 15 
Carter 23 
Gnahoua 34,41 

Bradford Pk Ave.L 

HT 1-0 

FC Halifax.3 

Denton 3,53,59 
Att 933 

Gloucester.L 

Alfreton Town.L 

Clayton 45 
Allan 48 
Bradley 55 

Harrogate Town.L 

Shells 20 
Pittman 90 
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